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Mountain House Matters! is the newest production brought to you by your Mountain House neighbors at Association News Network, Inc.  Published monthly as a free service to the Mountain 
House community, with a commitment and dedication to the growth and betterment of local groups and causes, Mountain House Matters! developed out of a clear need to reach more than just the 
online community.  Mailed through the USPS “Every Door Direct” mail program, Mountain House Matters is delivered monthly to all carrier-route addresses within the 95391 zip code.  Total dis-
tribution is growing as the number of homes we have grows, currently exceeding 3,400 pieces.  Production expenses are paid for by the generous advertising sponsorship support of our neighboring 
businesses and services.  We encourage your patronage.  

The views and comments expressed within the articles herein are intended to bring current neighborhood and community information to your door.  Publisher assumes no responsibility for 
any opinions and/or statements offered by contributing authors to the publication.  Please check with each group for further information as events change.  

Acceptance of advertising material does not constitute endorsement of the products or services offered.  A.N.N., Inc. reserves the right to reject any advertising copy or placement.

STRINGS Italian Café

Sun-Thur: 11am-9pm

Fri-Sat: 11am-10pm

Buy One Entree
and two drinks

Get 2nd Entree Half-Off
Dinner Service only. Not valid with any other offer or special  

expires 11/30/12

www.StringsTracy.com

Beer & Wine

Patio Seating

We Cater

(209) 835-9040
2541 Naglee Rd., Tracy

© 2012, all rights reserved • Association News Network, Inc.  • www.AssociationNewsNetwork.com
Mailing address: 2455 Naglee Rd. #263 . Tracy, CA  95304  •  209.229.8240  •  fax 209.229.8328

Advertising placements and/or article consideration should be directed to:
 Bryan Harrison, Publisher: info@mhmatters.net • 209-597-8157
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Note from the Publisher
Man!  I thought we had a lot going on last month!        

October has been an amazing and busy time here in Moun-
tain House, with carnivals, parades, seminars, politics, 
parties, music, and sports!  Oh, and we finally got our web 
site up.

Since launching this monthly endeavor in September, I 
have learned a lot, met and gotten to know an unbelievable 
number of really great people, and have been sometimes 

scrambling to keep up with my friend Bob Corden covering events with my 
camera, as he does so well with his video work.  I commend everyone in town 
who has, on one level or another, taken-on one or more of the many tremendous 
events we have enjoyed.  I have done my level best to give good and positive 
representation to every event I have been aware of that has occurred.

When the notion of publishing a periodical for and about our town first 
started bubbling around in my brain, things kept happening that I couldn't 
help but take for a series of signs that were coming to my awareness leading 
me to where it seemed clear this was the path I needed to take.  Little things, 
no doubt, but when something starts brewing in your mind to the point you 
can't stop thinking about it, every seemingly small clue becomes heightened.

I have expressed before how the "Park For Your Park" dog park contest 
planted the initial seed for me thinking we needed a way to reach everybody 
in town in printed fashion.  I mentioned how our delivery method made our 
ad rates affordable.  I've also told you about how the Feral Cat Rescue just 
sort of happened all at once last May, quickly validating that notion that we 
needed this type of medium to reach folks.

But, one of the key ingredients was when I learned there was a big show 
planned at the Mountain House Bar in early October.  Sara, or "Mama" as 
she's known by many, said to me straight-up, "It's going to be a great show, 
but I don't know how we're going to advertise it".  I felt like I got slapped in 
the back of my head by the Mark Harmon character on NCIS.  

Ironically, and unbeknownst to Sara at the time, the Bar had no control over 
the advertising for that show.  That was all on the promoter and, in the end, he 
either didn't think this new upstart paper could produce, or maybe didn't have 
the budget for a nice ad.  Mountain House Bar owner, Josie Alvarez, being a 
Mountain House resident, recognized that it made good business sense and 
put her own ad in the paper... not for the show, but for her business to further 
promote her venue as our venue - folks from Mountain House.

But I digress.  What I am getting at is that the Pete Escovedo concert hap-
pened in October; October 6th to be exact.  Sara had gone on to tell me that 
the Bar can handle crowds of up to 800-1,000 people in their backyard concert 
space. I know!  I was shocked, too!  

Pete Escovedo, for those who may not know, has enjoyed years of fame 
as a first rate Latin percussionist.  He gained his notoriety playing with Carlos 
Santana for years, including at Woodstock.  His children have enjoyed great 
success in their own musical careers.  One would think this would be a sold 
out show, or at least pretty packed.  Not so much.

In the end, the Bar did better with the crowd we drew - you guys - at the 
Silent Auction event we had there for the Feral Cat Rescue in September.  The 

Community News
Whatever Your Stand - VOTE!

As election day, Tuesday, November 6, quickly 
approaches, Mountain House Community leaders 
have continued their calls for all concerned to cam-
paign respectfully, and on their own merits.  In the 
face of that effort has been a heated and contentious 
growing battle in our small town, with regard to the 
question of whether or not to recall (replace) direc-
tor Jass Singh (and the three candidates pursuing the 
remaining two years of his term), and incombants 
vs. challenges to fill the other three open seats on 
the CSD board of directors.

The direction of Mountain House moving 
forward is clearly at stake.  Distortions and false 
promises are not uncommon for political campaigns, 
but this one has seen more than its share.

Reports of vandalism, with campaign signs 
disappearing from various yards and street corners 
have become far too prevalent.  Countless post-
cards and propaganda have filled mailboxes and 
doorsteps.  

Whatever your stand, be informed, and vote!  

No
Yes

Candidates Who Have Run
On Their Own Merits

Dirty Local Politics

Thank You for Voting

Mountain House Community Services District Authority Includes: 
Water services; Sewer services; Garbage services; Fire protection; Public 
recreation; Street lighting; Library buildings and services; Convert utilities to 
underground; Police protection; Road maintenance; Transportation services; 
Graffiti abatement; CC&R enforcement; Flood control protection; Pest and 
weed abatement; Wildlife habitat mitigation; Telecommunication services; 
Dissemination of information

Mountain House Community Services District Authority Does Not include: 
Economic Development (Developers) & Education (School Board Authority).

Paid for by Celeste Farroncontinued page 7
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Some of my main priorities:
1.  I would like to make our water billing department more customer 
 service focused and convenient.
2.  I would like to improve communication between the CSD and 
 community stakeholders.
3.  Finding a new general manager who can help us identify 
 ways the district can cut cost without compromising services.
4.  Work to ensure the district continues to be fiscally responsible, 
 and efficient in the way it provides services by;
  4 Reviewing the current job classifications, job descriptions 
     and compensation packages.
  4 Establishing policies to ensure the board has time to 
   explore RFP's and other cost saving measures.

Jim Lamb
Candidate for the MHCSD board

Re-Elect

www.ElectJimLamb.com

Experience Matters

It's been an honor to serve our community as a CSD Board Member 
for the past four years. The job for me has been both challenging and 
enriching.  I'm hoping the community will trust me to serve another four.

With the Thanksgiving holiday fast approaching, many families are looking 
for a way to give back to their communities.  The Tri-Valley Basket Brigade, 
organized by Mountain House residents Katherine Havener and Mauricio   
Ramos, offers a great family-friendly way to do just that.

The Basket Brigade is a Thanksgiving food drive – with a twist.  On Brigade 
Day, participants bring pledged food and clothing items, and gather together 
with hundreds of other 
people to create beautiful 
Thanksgiving baskets for 
needy families. Once the baskets are assembled, participants have the opportu-
nity to deliver a basket personally to a family in need.  Bags containing food, 
clothing and personal products are also compiled and delivered to the homeless.  

Babies, toddlers, kids and teens are all welcome at this event.  Even the 
youngest of children can help put items like potatoes, corn, stuffing and all the 
fixings into the baskets!

If you would like to participate in the Brigade, please register at www.tri-
valleybasketbrigade.com.  Each teen and adult participant is asked to pledge 
and bring with them to the Brigade at least $20 worth of food. 

The Brigade will be held Saturday, November 17th at 10 am at Valley Mon-
tessori School in Livermore.  For more information, visit the website or email 
Katherine at info@trivalleybasketbrigade.com.

Hope to see you there!

Basket Brigade - Food Drive with 
a Twist - Gears Up For Big Day
Submitted  by Katherine Havener

Multiple Sclerosis Support Group
Meets once a month
2nd Wed of every month @ Perkos cafe in Tracy
From 11:30-1:30
Contact:Linda Donsky @ 209-833-6882 

Self-help groups bring people together who share a common life experience 
for support, education, and mutual aid.

• Benefits of participating in a self-help group include:
• Learning new information and strategies for confronting problems
• Finding support from others
• The opportunity to help others
• Feeling empowered and more self-confident in coping with challenges.
At this time we have approx 10-12 members that come on a regular basis.  

Each person does buy their own lunch but its not necessary to buy anything.
I myself have MS. Being diagnosed in 1997 and have been helping others 

thru my support group when I lived in San Diego from 1992-2005 and then 
started up another group in Mountain House/Tracy @ 2006.  I am one of the 
fortunate people that have not been effected to much with MS as my diagnosis 
is Relapsing Remitting MS and believe mind over matter is the best tool in 
helping people live with this.

Education and More at Monthly 
MS Support Group Meetings
Submitted  by Linda Donsky

Re-Elect Dr. Teresa Brown 
Delta College Trustee 

Since my election in 2008:
• Delta College is fully accredited
• Fiscally strong despite annual budget 
 reductions and mid-year cuts 
• Strong reserves as a hedge against future budget cuts
• Offering classes beyond State funding; Cost in 2011-2012 = $4 
 million
• National ranking for the number of Associate Degrees awarded
• Increased numbers of Hispanic graduates
• Nominated for Aspen Award in 2011 and 2012—only community 
 college in California to attain this status
• No report from the San Joaquin County Grand Jury regarding 
 Trustees in 2009, 2011 and 2012
• South Campus at Mountain House opened Summer 2009
 • Serving 3700+ students annually
 • 10 classrooms, 4 science labs, CISCO Computer Academy
 • Administrative and faculty offices, student lounge, library

Delta College is better today than 4 years ago;

The current trustees made it happen!

Re-Elect Dr. Teresa Brown, Area 6

www.drteresabrown.com
Paid for by Committee to Re-elect Teresa Brown Delta Trustee 2012 FPPC#1350352

http://www.trivalleybasketbrigade.com
http://www.trivalleybasketbrigade.com
mailto:info@trivalleybasketbrigade.com
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www.facebook.com/isa.braiding

Precious Babies 
Child Care & Preschool

Home Away From Home

Preschool-Before/After 
School-0 to 13yrs

zoinksjump4fun@hotmail.com
(209) 922-4475

preciousbabies@hotmail.com

Zoinks Jump 4 Fun 
P a r t y  R e n t a l s

(209) 221-6464

PreCISION 
Fitness & Personal Training

PFPT08.wix.com/precfitperstrain

Group fitness classes and 
individualized workouts 

designed to help you reach 
your fitness goals

Lynn Juarez, Instructor
832-5096

precfit.personaltrain@gmail.com
Located in 

Mtn House

510-414-2342
jreedelectrical@yahoo.com

Celebrating
20 YearsIn Business

Reed Electrical
Residential/Commercial & Lighting Design
LC # 670975 • Bonded & Insured

F Lighting designs and Consulting
F Recessed lighting
F Dedicated circuits (kitchen, bathroom, 
     air conditioners, computers, spas etc.)
F Landscape lighting
F Troubleshooting and repair, all phases of electrical
F Code violations corrected
F Free estimates

John Reed, Owner

Discounted Rates for 
Mountain House residents

351 Collins Ct. • Mountain House, CA  95391

Submitted by Summer Wolfe

Recycle for 
Reading 
Takes Off

Recycle for Reading is looking 
for bottles and cans to recycle for 
books!! My name is Summer Wolfe 
I am a mother of two children that 
attend Questa School. I have started 
a recycling program there too! All the 
recycling money that's donated to our 
school the funds are going to Questa 
school library. For the recyclables 
that are collected throughout our city 
the funds are going to our Mountain 
House Public library. I would like 
to thank all the residents that have 
already donated their recyclables to 
Recycle for Reading. I'm happy to 
announce that were able to donate $50 
to our public library this month!! If 
you are interested in getting involved 
Please call 925-570-8770 or email 
me at recycle for readingforreading@
Gmail.com!

West Valley Disposal will begin 
their annual leaf pickup service be-
ginning November 14, 2012 through 
January 18, 2013.

The brown yard waste container 
may be placed at the curb weekly (on 
the regular collection day) during this 
time. Here are some tips for ensuring 
proper service:

•	 Please	make	sure	all	leaves	are	inside	the	brown	
	 yard	waste	container.
•	 Any	additional	leaves	beyond	the	capacity	of	
	 the	brown	yard	waste	container	should	be	
	 saved	until	the	following	week.
•	 Do	not	pile	leaves	in	the	street.
•	 Do	not	put	plastic	bags	in	the	brown	yard	waste	
	 container.
•	 Christmas	trees	may	be	placed	next	to	the	
	 brown	yard	waste	container	for	collection	
	 during	this	period.

For questions, please contact West 
Valley Disposal at (209) 835-3639 or 
at www.westvalleydisposal.com.

Submitted by Jean Boehm
Coldwell Banker-The Vintage Group

Coldwell Banker Offers-Up 
Community Meeting Space 
In Lieu of MH Civic Center

The Mountain House Master Plan ulti-
mately calls for a downtown area that will 
be located in the area in between Central 
Community Park the recently built Lam-
mersville School District Office.  While 
actual development of facilities that will 
serve as town meeting centers and the like 
are still in the planning stages, your local Coldwell Banker - The Vintage Group 
would like to make available our office space at Wicklund's Crossing for small 
community meetings and events, at no charge to residents.

An open-office setting, the approximately 1500 square foot facility can 
handle meetings of about 20-25 people.  We also have a couple of small confer-
ence rooms that may be utilized.

We recognize that not every group in town has the ability to rent facilities 
for their functions.  We do this as a community service to our residents.  Our 
office is centrally located near the Wicklund's Market at the corner of Wicklund 
Crossing and De Anza Blvd. - 585 Wicklund Crossing.

For more information, please contact Office Manager Lisa Rocha at 209-
836-1010, or by email: ldrocha1@gmail.com.

We look forward to doing what we can to help better serve our community.

Leaf Pick-Up
Season
From www.mhcsd.com

mailto:precfit.personaltrain@gmail.com
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Full Service Pet Care

925.872.9497
www.goodtimespetservices.com

Dog Walks  •  Pet Visits
In-Home Boarding

Doggie Day Care  •  Pet Taxi

Ask about our
Potty Break Special!

number of people in attendance was similar, and there were some other fac-
tors involved.  Suffice it to say, Mountain House showed up for an event that 
benefitted our own community.  Gotta love this place.

So, I will always feel a sort of connection with Pete Escovedo.   His sched-
uled performance may have been the final piece of the puzzle that made me 
decide to take publish Mountain House Matters!  

His music was great that night.  We had a lot of fun, though his band only 
played for an hour.  The opening act, a local musician by the name of Sunni 
Gonzalez, played a really great set before that.  We got to hang out with some 
good friends, danced, and a few beers and some tasty BBQ, and had a great time.

As the Holidays approach, I can only imagine the number of great events, 
parties, and happenings that will come our way.  I know for a fact, also, there 
are food drives in the works, including the Basket Brigade you'll find info on in 
this issue.  We can all do a little something, I'm sure, for the benefit of others.

In just a few days we will be able to put the craziness of this election season 
behind us.  Please vote.  Do vote.  Don't think it doesn't have meaning.  On a 
microcosm level, especially, this vote matters.  We, as a town, have so much 
to look forward to.  It's crucial that we strive to work together, which is much 
easier to have happen when we treat one another with due respect.

Slow down.  Drive like your own children are about to cross the street in 
front of you.  Living here has helped me slow down a bit, in general, believe 
it or not.  I realize the overall pace of my life has gotten exponentially faster, 
but I love that I can walk along the creek or neighborhoods with my dog and 
just enjoy the surroundings.  I now make a conscious effort to drive as I was 
taught - defensively, and with caution.  Small things make a difference.

We live in a small town.  It doesn't come without problems, and at times can 
feel expensive.  But you get what you pay for, and we have something worth 
celebrating, my friends.

May your Thanksgiving celebration be rich with love of family and friends.  
And may we all embrace the spirit of the approaching holiday season with 
Mountain House flair, celebrating each other, and the place we call home, 
because, like the paper says, "Mountain House Matters!"

Bryan
Bryan Harrison
Neighbor/Publisher
info@mhmatters.net  
209-597-8157
www.MHmatters.net

Pubisher's Note
continued from page 4

NOW AVAILABLE

EIN# 46-0582435
 

Mountain House Feral Cat Rescue 
- Roast Gourmet Coffee - 

- Rescue Brew Tea - 
- Rescue Melts -
- Rescue Mug - 

Mountain House Feral Cat Rescue will receive 
$3 per item sold!!!

Shipping is very reasonable, the more you buy the more you save! 
Please go to our site and complete your purchase!

NOW YOU
CAN

www.MountainHouseCats.com

http://www.goodtimespetservices.com
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Call 209-627-0097
robindeltoro.weebly.com

Women • Men • Children
reasonable rates • MH resident

skA ngelA
Real Estate transaction 
advice and opinion 
from Mountain House 
resident and real estate 
specialist Angel Lamb

Q: Angel, We want to move to a larger home for 
our family, but haven’t decided if we are going to rent 
or buy. Can you help us make the right decision?

A: This is a very common question. The answer 
for you depends on several factors. I’ll do my best to 
present an answer with some income, tax and property 
value assumptions tailored for Mountain House. For this 
example, I’ll use current values & rates from a rental that 
we manage at Real Estate Depot. The example home is 
3497 sqft and is currently valued at $395,000. It rents 
for $2200/month. Keep in mind that everybody has a 
unique situation, and that I am generalizing here based 
on current market conditions and California tax averages. 

Based on the table above, buying this home should be 
an easy decision for the long-term buyers who asked the 
original question. However, if there isn’t a plan to stay 
in the home for any length of time, then the added costs 
of buying the home, and selling it later might not exceed 

continued page 16

Jim Lamb Enlightens New & Longtime 
Residents with "Newcomers' Seminar"

Tanya 925-858-6766 
Louis 925-858-6736 

Se habla espanol
www.tanyasainz.bodybyvi.com

Visalus 
Independent

Distriburor

Experience the

Home Business!
Freedom

Of	Your	Own

C a l l

209-221-3911
Chari Ogogo - MH Resident

Though brief in time, our Mountain House community has a most intriguing past.  How this beau-
tiful little town with manicured streets, colossal houses, a restorative creek, welcoming parks, and 
high water bills came to be is definitely something worth spending an evening-out to learn.  Such has 
been the case on two recent occasions.  Long-time resident and current member of the Community 
Services District Board of Directors, Jim Lamb, has been presenting what he calls his "Newcomers' 
Seminar", free to those who want 
to attend.  His seminars Wednes-
day, September 26th, and again 
this past Friday, October 26th, 
were informative and fascinating.

The hour-long seminar runs 
quickly through the founding of 
our once again burgeoning town, 
including the initial planning 
stages, early development issues, 
local governmental relationships 
and ultimate (partial) autonomy.  
He provides a quick overview on how the original developers pursued and ultimately put in place 
the beginnings of a bit of an oasis strategically positioned just over the crest of the Altamont Pass 
and Bay Area.  

He explains the controversial water bill issue, providing clarity on the repayment of the loan 
on our state-of-the-art water treatment facility.  "There is a misconception that as the number of 
homes grows the cost per homeowner will go down on the debt," he stated at the September seminar.  
"That's simply not the way the agreement was written.  The payments won't go down, the debt will 
just get paid off more quickly."

The seminar agenda covers various milestones in our development, from 2003, when the first 
foundation was poured in Wicklund Village, to 2011, when we reached 3,200 rooftops.

There is also considerable information on the formation of the Lammersville Unified School 
District provided and, specifically, how and why the Mountain House High School, now being 
built, came to be.

Jim talks a bit about the Master Restrictions, the various clubs in town and social networking, 
and the qualifications and processes for running for local and regional governmental offices.

Jim Lamb has put together with his Newcomers' Seminar a valuable program that all residents 
could no doubt benefit from.  With a bit more promotion prior to another such event, Jim should 
see a larger turnout.  This program could be effectively utilized as a wonderful teaching tool in our 
schools, not just for the history aspect, but to show the kids how local and county governments 
work - something a good number of us as adults could surely benefit from, as well.

By Bryan Harrison
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We Can Get You Back On Solid Ground.

You Have Options.  We Have Answers.
Stop Sinking Into Foreclosure

Joshua Anderson
Realtor® • CDPE Short Sale Expert
DRE#	01880040	•	homesbyjosh@yahoo.com

Treasure Molina
Realtor® • CDPE Short Sale Expert

DRE#	01892442	•	homesbytreasure@yahoo.comwww.MountainHouseCARealEstate.com

Short Sale Now Buy Again Immediately
Call Us - We Can Help!

209-688-5251

Office: 209-229-1369
Fax: 888-814-3958

Jim Lamb included in his "New-
comers' Seminar this large aerial map 
of the ultimate 12 villages that will one 
day make up the total area of Moun-
tain House.  He spends a few minutes 
defining what all the various colored 
parcels represent in the Master Plan.
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BSF & WSF Come Together for 
Fun Day at Annnual Fall Carnival
Photos by Bryan Harrison

Balance. Experience. Progress

Re-Elect Bernice Tingle
Mountain House Community Services 

District Governance Board 

TUESDAY, NOVEMBER 6th

3 Sets an example of integrity, graciousness, civility, professionalism, 
 respect and fairness on the Board and within the Community
3	Is accountable, considerate and responsible 
 to the residents of Mountain House
3	Moves the Community forward by finding 
 and harnessing the best qualities in people

Bernice Tingle is Dedicated to the Highest Standards

Significant Accomplishments During 
Bernice's Four Year Term
• MHCSD Board President 2011- 2012
• California Special Districts Association (CSDA) Board Certified - 
 Completed classes required for CSDA Board of Distinction
• Balanced General Fund Budget
• Clear Independent Financial Audit Reports
• General Fund Reserves Greater than $4 million
• Landscaping Maintenance Savings in Excess of $100,000 per year
• Over 100 Contracts Awarded Through Public Bidding, Solicited Quotations,   
 and Requests for Proposals (RFP) processes
• Maintained Quality Services Despite 40% Reduction in Staff
• Followed the Public Financing Plan of the MH Master Plan
• Youth Action Committee (YAC) Founding Chairperson - promoted after school   
 mentoring and homework programs through partnership with the Wicklund   
 Library, and events such as the haunted house and the community movie night
• Supported the development of an effective transportation link between   
 Mountain House and Dublin BART
• Supported community requests for Dog Park, Feral Cat MOU, and Cricket Pitch
• Worked and voted to ensure balance and parity between the Master Plan   
 vision, the MHCSD budget, and the priorities of the residents of Mountain House

Bernice's Goals Moving Forward
1) Continue to support the growth and development of Mountain House and  
 remain focused on a balanced budget and the Master Plan Vision for our  
 Distinguished Community
2) Continue to promote the inclusion of visual and cultural arts in community  
 festivities
3) Advocate and support the development of community senior programs

Endorsed by the Tracy/Mountain House Firefighters Association

www.BerniceTingle.com
Balance. Experience. Progress
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It is my honor and privilege to serve our community.  
I hope to have your support for re-election on November 6th. BEFORE                            AFTER

Mountain House Dental
Isabela L. Putzlacher, DDS

209.839.8755

> Laser Dentistry with Waterlase MD
> Gentle and Personalized Treatment
> Digital X-rays /Intra Oral Camera
> White Fillings, Veneers & Crowns
> Teeth Whitening, Sealants
> Emergencies Welcome
> Nitrous Oxide Available

Now Offering
One Appointment 

Crown
CEREC Machine

561 Wicklund Crossing (next door to Wicklund's Market)

with The Wand!  Computerized Anesthesia

www.MountainHouseDental.com

Experience Less Painful Dentistry

Est. 2005

Mary's Little Lambs 
Preschool & Childcare

X	 Before & Afterschool Care 
X	 Certified	Preschool	Teacher
X	 Scheduled	Curriculum
X	 Nutritious	Snacks	&	Meals
X	 Fun,	Loving	Environment

Kindergarten	Readiness	Program

209-834-8110Lic# 393616252
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u Live Music On Saturdays
u Friday Night Wine Pourings
u Full Wine Bar
u Custom Gift Baskets
u Port, Cigars, and Beer

Bring in this ad for15% offEntire Purchase

A Friendly Local 
  Wine Tasting Experience

2467 Naglee Rd., Tracy
Tracy Pavilion (Next To Massage Envy)

 (209) 839-2200
www.vino100tracy.com

expires 11/30/12

A Few Thoughts on “Trap-Neuter-Return”  
The slogan “Trap, Neuter and Return (TNR)” can be seen all over the websites of feral cat rescue groups, like our own 

MHFCR. In short it means that we go out to the areas where feral cats live and we set our humane trap. The adult cats that are 
trapped are taken to the vet to be spayed or neutered. They are also ear tipped to make clear for everyone that they have been 
spayed or neutered, and are usually returned within 24-36 hours of being trapped. We do not remove adult cats from an area.

There are several reasons for this, the most important being that removing the animals destabilizes the colony. This causes 
a vacuum effect, which means that more unsprayed/unneutered cats will move into that area. It also causes the females to go 
into heat immediately to attract other males. This leads to a lot more kittens being born, and the cycle continuing. A female kitten can start mating at the age of 
about 5 months, and she can have between 3 and 5 litters a year.

By following the TNR principals, the colony will not grow. Adult cats will stop their mating behavior and all the unwanted behavior that goes with this, 
such as the late night cat calls and fights. They will be healthier cats that can live out their natural lives.

Our goal is to work with the community of Mountain House to make it an even better place for all of us to live.  And, even if you don’t like cats please keep 
in mind that these cats also deserve a place in our community and that we will never be able to get rid of the problem. We can, however, all work together to 
keep the problem from becoming unmanageable. Be part of the solution by spaying and neutering your own pets.

Be kind to all the ear tipped cats in our community.

By Anne-marie Swanepoel
Mountain House Feral Cat Rescue Trapper

"Trap, Neuter, Return" Proven Method for Feral Cat Rescue

Mountain House Dog Club is excited to announce its new website! We 
hope this becomes a good resource, not only for dog owners, but for all 
residents. We will continue to add useful information, activities, and up-
dates to our dog park efforts. We know it has been a little quiet the past few 
months, but please know that our officers are working towards a productive 
and fun 2013!

In order to be sure our records are current, we ask that all existing mem-
bers fill out a new membership application and submit your 2013 member-
ship dues by going to the "Become A Member" page. If you join now, your 

Logo Submitted by Fiona Mayne
President, Mountain House Dog Club

Dog Club Gets Fresh Look 
with New Logo & Web Site

membership will be good until January 2014! We welcome new members anytime! You can also mark on the form if 
you would like to volunteer on one of our newly formed committees!

We'd also like to direct you all to our "Donations" page. It looks a little bleak right now, but this is where dog park 
fund donations will be tracked. We are set up to accept donations now, if you feel so inclined, however we will be posting 
preliminary plans and a budget for the dog park by the end of the year so you can see what you are donating to! 

Remember all those people who jumped up after the Bark For Your Park contest and said if we could get 500 people 
to donate $50, we'd have $25,000 just like that? Well, let's get started everyone!

Mountain House Feral Cat Res-
cue may be reached at: 209-597-
8150, or mountainhousecats@gmail.
com.  MHFCR Trapper, Anne-marie 
Swanepoel may be reached directly 
at 209-627-0629, or feralcatlady1@

As the Winter season approaches, the 
MHFCR is gearing up for an aggressive ap-
proach to TNR of feral cats in town.  "We hope 
to be able to do a lot to minimize the problem 
while not in the height of 'kitten season'," said 
MHFCR President Jackie Dekker.  Yet,  the 
group acknowledges that with a more inten-
sive trapping effort will no doubt come a fair 
number of kittens.

"We are in serious need of volunteers 
we can work with to help prepare to meet 
the needs of fostering kittens in the coming 
months," Jackie explained.  

On the heals of launching the Rescue just 
this past May, the MHFCR is working to take 
heed of some of the lessons presented as early 
as even the first month of work.

"We had two large colonies of feral cats 
brought to our attention within a few days of 
each other just a week or two into this whole 
endeavor," Ms. Dekker expressed, "that left 
us with more than 50 kitties to foster and, 
ultimately, adopt out."

While "forever homes" have been estab-
lished for most, the group is still working to 
find homes about a dozen, while taking-on 
several more over the course of the Summer.

"The fosters we have had these first six 
months have been wonderful, many going 

Foster Volunteers 
Needed
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21007 Hansen Rd., Tracy, CA
off Byron Rd near Mountain House

Mountain House Suppliers of Brand Name

Tuesday – Friday: 9a.m. to 5p.m. 
(Closed for lunch 12p.m. to 1p.m.) 

Saturday: 9a.m. to 5p.m. 
Sunday & Monday:  Closed

Dog Food  Cat Food
and more at Wholesale/Farm Pricing

hablamos español

Pet Meds:  Canine Univac 5 of 7 just $6.60

COUPON • COUPON • COUPON • COUPON • COUPON • COUPON

Any Dog or Cat Food Purchase$1 OFF offer expires 11/30/12

above and beyond.  But, at this point, several 
of them need a break," Jackie said.  

MHFCR has been working to establish 
a "How To Foster" guide, with new limits on 
how many kittens any one foster may ideally 
care for at a given time.  The group is also now 
prepared and in a position to provide the ne-
cessesities for foster families  - food and litter - , 
as well as basic training on what all is involved.

"Mostly, the kittens need love and nurtur-
ing, and a safe place to call home while their 
forever families are located. Right now is the 
time we need all cat lovers to consider helping 
our efforts in the community by offering up 
some of their time and a little space in their 
home to foster at least one or two kittens.

In addition to the neighborhood work 
MHFCR has been doing (and continues to do), 
the CSD voted unanimously in September to 
work with the group in the coming year, voting 
in a budget of up to $5,000 to that end. 

The money will not be paid to MHFCR, but 
to local approved vets for the services of spay-
ing and neutering.  However, designated funds 
are estimated to treat as many as 100 feral cats.

for more info, or to volunteer, please call 
209-597-8150, email mountainhousecats@
gmail.com, or go to: www.MountainHouse
Cats.com

Entertainment

925-447-0365 
Just	off	the	Altamont	at	the	Corner	of	
W.	Grantline	&	Mountain	House	Road

16784	W	Grantline	Road,	Tracy	CA	95391
www.Facebook.com/MountainHouseBar

Taco Thursdays
Mountain House Special

$1 Tacos

Weekend BBQ

Live Music Events

Friendly Staff

Mountain House 
Resident Owned

Your Family-Friendly 
Hometown Pub

A Mountain House 
T r a d i t i o n

Since 1849

The Kimball High School Jaguar Theatre Booster Club is excited to kick-
start the school's dramatic production season with the fun 50's musical Grease.

The students have been working hard in preparation for a run of Performance 
Dates.  The show will go on, opening Thursday, 
November 1, with performances Friday and 
Saturday, Nov 2nd and 3rd.  The following 
week will once again include performances 
Thursday, Friday, and a closing show Saturday, 
November 10th.  All show times are 7:00 pm at the Kimball High Jaguar Theatre.  
Go to ww.khsjaguartheatre.org to purchase tickets, or for more information.

"Grease" Comes to Kimball High

Pete Escovedo Graces The Stage 
at The Mountain House Bar

Legendary percussionist 
Pete Escovedo brought his 
band with him for a highly 
touted show at the Mountain 
House Bar Saturday October 
6, 2012.  Local artist and pro-
moter Sunni Gonzalez opened 
the show with a grooving set.

A fun night at our local 
pub.  Many more photos at 
www.MHmatters.net
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Sports
ROAD TO THE SUPERBOWL: 

Our 2nd place MH Hurricanes 
Novice Football Team came out with 
a big win last weekend vs Calvary 
Warriors 27-0. Next stepping stone for 
the Novice Hurricanes will be the one 
loss Denair Lions.  Game is Saturday, 
November 3rd @ 1 PM vs Denair 
Lions at Denair High School. Come 
out and support the team, we need to 
fill the stands with Orange and Black. 
GO CANES! 

  Mountain House Youth Basket-
ball Program 

 

Mountain House Youth Basketball 
Program will kick off after the Foot-
ball season. We have had over 150 kids 
sign up for the basketball program. 

MH Hoops announces the dawn 
of a new season - a new league.  We 
are in the process of starting up a 
non-profit adult basketball league in 
mountain house. 2013 Season is fast 
approaching and we need volunteers 
to make this league happen. If you 
are interested in helping in any way 
please contact me. 

The league will start towards the 
end of February 2013.  Games will 
be played on weeknights (6:30,7:30 
& 8:30).  We're looking to start with 
a 6-10 game season with playoffs 
to follow.  Games will be played 
at Questa school.  Cost for will be 
between $550-$650 a team.  Teams 
must have matching jerseys with 
numbers.

Submitted by Jason Wood

MH Hoops Adult 
Basketball 
Coming Soon

MH Hurricanes Novice Team Eyes "Superbowl"

Info from mh-sports.org
photos by Bryan harrison

MH Co-Ed Softball 
Team Dominates

Thrown together in time for the start of league play this 
past September, the Mountain House Co-Ed Softball Team, 
sponsored by Coldwell Banker-TVG, has come together 
in grand fashion to dominate the Tracy Fall Co-Ed Novice 
Softball Division.

Led by team organizers, Alicia Hernandez, the team 
ranks in first place, with a 6-1 record with two games re-
maining before the playoffs.

"We all just wanted 
to come out and play to 
have fun," Hernandez 
stated.  "Most of us didn't 
even know each other be-
forehand," she explained.  
"I put a call out on the 
(MHVillages.com) Fo-
rum to see who might be 
interested, and we wound 
up with this great group 
of players.

Camaraderie what it 
is, the team has grown 

By Bryan Harrison

Coldwell Banker's Mikhaela Osuna zeroes 
in on a pitch at the October 15th game

Coldwell Banker-TVG dominated the team "Ump Yours", winning 19-1.  
Shortstop Tony Dawson looks-on as a batter steps-in.

Team Coldwell Banker-TVG poses for a shot with team sponsor Jean 
Boehm, and team organizer Alicia Hernandez (near right).

MH Youth 
Basketball Follows 
Football Season



Mountain House Matters! November 2012 15

Coming off the success of their third annual Ice Cream Social event, held at 
the Wicklund Park Pavilion, The Mountain House Little League announces 
registration for the 2013 season November 15th, from 7:00-9:00 pm. at the 
Community Services District Offices.

Monday 11/5/12 6:30pm 1 Generation Gap Tracy Swingers
  7:40 PM 1 Scared Hitless A Bucket of Misfits
  6:30 PM 4 MH Coldwell Banker TVG Ump Yours
  7:40 PM 4 Heavy Hitters  Regulators
Monday 11/12/12 6:30 PM 2 #4 Seed #5 Seed
PLAYOFF  7:40 PM 2 #1 Seed  Winner of 6:30 Game
Monday 11/19/12 6:30PM 1 #2 Seed #3 Seed
PLAYOFF  7:40Pm 1 Winner of Date Winner of 6:30 Game

DAY DATE TIME FIELD HOME TEAM VISITOR TEAM

* In the event of bad weather, updates will be given on the ball park voice mail after 4pm at 

MH Little League Registration

MH Flag Football Moves 
Into Playoffs/Final Week
Info from www.mhflagfootball.com
photos by Bryan harrison

VARSITY DIVISION
Team W L T 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 Playoffs
49ers 4 6  L W L L W W L L W L  
Bears 6 4  W W W L L L W W L W
Cowboys 2 8  L L L W W L L L L L
Eagles 10 0  W W W W W W W W W W
Lions 6 4  L L W W L W W W W L
Vikings 2 8  W L L L L L L L L W

JV DIVISION
Team W L T 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 Playoffs
Broncos 10 0  W W W W W W W W W W 
Chiefs 5 5  W L L L W W W L L W
Chargers 3 7  L W L W L L L W L L 
Jets 3 7  L W L L L L W L W L
Raiders 8 2  W L W W W W L W W W
Ravens 1 9  L L W L L L L L L L

SOPHOMORE DIVISION
Team W L T 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 Playoffs
49ers 0 10  L L L L L L L L L L
Bears 8 2  W L W W W L W W W W
Cowboys 9 1  W W W W W W L W W W
Eagles 5 5  L L W L W L W W L W
Lions 3 7  L W L L L W W L L L
Vikings 5 5  W W L W L W L L W L

NOVICE DIVISION
Team W L T 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 Playoffs
Broncos 8 2  L W W W W L W W W W
Chiefs 3 7  W W L L L L W L L L
Dolphins 1 9  L L L W L L L L L L
Jets 2 8  L L L L L W L L W L
Raiders 6 4  W L W L W W L W L W
Ravens 10 0  W W W W W W W W W W

Week 11-November 3 (Play-offs & End of Season Party)
Novice Division 9 am
Field 1-Broncos at Ravens (home)
Field 2-Chiefs at Raiders (home)
Field 3 (School)-Dolphins at Jets (home)

Sophomore Division 10 am
Field 1-Bears at Cowboys (home)
Field 2-Eagles at Vikings (home)
Field 3 (School)-49ers at Lions

JV Division 11 am
Field 1-Raiders at Broncos (home)
Field 2-Jets at Chiefs (home)
Field 3 (School)-Ravens at Chargers (home)

Varsity Division 12 noon
Field 1-Bears at Eagles (home)
Field 2-49ers at Lions (home)
Field 3 (School)-Vikings at Cowboys (home)

(209)-834-6861
www.CDMTile.com

License #: C54-930291

Mountain House 
Tile Contractor 

Specializing in Kitchen & 
Bathroom Remodeling 

as well as Fireplaces, 
Patios and Flooring

Free In-Home
Consultation
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Ask Angel
continued from page 8

the amount of equity, less the amount 
of rent that would have otherwise 
been spent. Also, reducing the down 
payment, or changing the terms of the 
loan will change the outcome of this 
chart dramatically. Finally, the most 
significant figure is “Equity”. As we 
all know from the real estate collapse 
of ‘06/’07, there is absolutely no guar-
antee that a home will appreciate. The 
11% increase in value that Mountain 
House has seen in the last 12 months 
probably won’t continue at that rate 
for the long-term.

There are other factors in this big 
decision that are relevant to each in-
dividual that I cannot put on a chart. 
Logistical, statistical and emotional 
factors such as “wanting” to own, 
proximity to schools & parks, quality 
of the neighborhood, floor plan prefer-
ence, carpets/flooring, interior options, 
landscaping, burden of commute and 
neighborhood restrictions. A quality 
Realtor® could help provide all the 
information you need to make the right 
decision for you and your family.

It is my personal belief that with 
home prices as low as they’ve been in 
many years, and with mortgage inter-
est rates at record-lows, it is a fantastic 
time to buy.

Angel Lamb is a Realtor® who 
specializes and lives in Mountain 
House. Send your Real Estate ques-
tions to Ask@AngelLamb.com. 
DRE#01876560 Phone 925-290-8578.

If your home is currently listed for 
sale with another agent, this is not in-
tended as a solicitation of that listing.    

You've made the leap of faith and are ready to start. What to do. What to do. Running a business can be chal-
lenging and a bit terrifying (let's admit it). At the same time, it is thrilling. No more 9 to 5.

Fall in Love With Your Work
This tip really works whether you are new to working at home or have been at it for a while. If you feel stuck, 

fall in love with your work. Anticipate a productive and exciting day. Wake up expecting to enjoy your work. Great 
tip ... mix up your mind chatter. Instead of telling yourself that you "have" to get this job done, remind yourself that 
you "get" to work from home. This is only a dream to many who work the 9 to 5 shift.

Set a Schedule
This is perhaps the most important tip you will find when running a home based business. Why? Without a 

schedule, you will fall behind on something that is important to you. Trust me on this one, using and adhering to 
schedules will ensure that your business runs like a well-oiled clock. Therefore, set a schedule and stick to it.

Learn From Each Project
Especially when you are working from home, you must look for what you can learn from each project. How 

so, you might ask? When you look at each project at completion, you might come up with ideas to make the job 
easier next time. Notice that I didn't say faster. Only speed up your process if you can ensure that you have no loss 
of quality.  Your customers deserve only your best.

Don't Let Fear Rule Your Decisions 
There will always be those who rain on your parade. You know; the Negative Nellies. They will tell you that 

you are making a big mistake. While it's not a good idea to throw caution to the wind, you need to take an honest 
look at your situation. Do you have the drive and resources to make it in the online world. If so, don't let fear rule 
your decisions.

Market, Market, Market
"If you build it, they will come" does not work with a website. No business owner who is on the first page of a 

Google search is there because they just "built a website." They have spent time and money to build the website and 
went on to market their product.

Start a Blog
A blog is good for so many reasons. Through your blog, you clients and website visitors get to know wht you 

are, what your thoughts are, and why they should purchase your products. While you shouldn't make it all about 
sales, there certainly should be a CTA (Call to Action) on each blog post. This is important.

Why did I choose my home based business? 
I chose to pursue my particular home-based business because of the flexibility it offered, the dependability of 

the company, and because I believed in myself.

Chari Farmer Ogogo has been a resident of Mountain House since 2004.  She may be reached at 209 221 3911, or apotterhomeproject@gmail.com.

Top Six Tips to Running a Home Based Business
By Chari Farmer Ogogo
Medical Professional, and Small Business Owner - Strong Future, Int'l

www.MountainHouseCats.com

Mountain House Feral Cat Rescue
Now's the Time!  Adopt one or more of our Black kitties and we'll give you a deal

209-597-8150 • mountainhousecats@mail.com

Dany
Mona ElvisDany



Mountain House Matters! November 2012 17

Hurricanes Rock Their Island Night Fund Raiser
photos by Bryan Harrison
more at www.MHmatters.net
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San Joaquin RTD changed the morning departure time from MH to 6:00 
a.m. to attract more customers. Is it possible to write a very short headline like, 
“Effective October 1st, RTD Commuter Bus 
Now departs MH at 6:00 a.m. to accommo-
date you better”!!! For more information go 
to www.sanjoaquinrtd.com, click on "Bus 
Maps & Schedules" and choose bus route 155. 

San Joaquin RTD Commuter 
Bus Attracting More Riders

Here in Mountain House we know recycling can be fun. Since the end of 
July, 71 people have now joined our Mountain House Freecycle - a branch 
of the international free-cycling movement. Neighbors have shared organic 
cucumbers, twin mattresses and even a iPhone case. If you haven't joined yet, 
hop over here: http://groups.yahoo.com/group/Mtnhousefreecycle/ 

Don't worry--like the name says, membership is 
free. Even better is the opportunity to make some new 
friends . . . Mountain House Freecycle: where com-
munity and sharing meet. Happy Freecycling!

Submitted by Victoria Kamerzell - 
moderator - MH FreeCycle

FreeCycle Membership Growing
Want to get some holiday shopping done 

without the kids?
On Nov 30, you can drop off your potty trained kids 

to stay from 5-9pm while you do some Christmas 
shopping. For $10 per kid, they will play games, 

have a snack and watch a movie. So have a kid free 
evening and bring them to the multipurpose room 

at Questa Elementary School.  Drop off your kids 
must be potty trained.

Buyers: Personal Tours
Sellers: Strong Marketing
Investors: Market Analysis

Short Sales & Notary

DRE #01876560

925-290-8578
www.AngelLamb.com

Angel Lamb
Realtor®

Mountain House Resident & Real Estate Specialist

Adventures Abound At Halloween Pub Crawl

QFS Offers Holiday Drop n Shop
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November  Mountain House Community Events Calendar

 28 29 30 31 1 2 3

 4 5 6 7 8 9 10  

 11 12 13 14 15 16 17

 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

 25 26 27 28 29 30 1 

 Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

Bethany School Foundation 
Dinner Night Out
Chili's - Tracy

Zumba
7-8pm -Wickland School MPR

MH Flag Football Wk 11
(Play-offs	&	End	of	Season	Party)

Youth Action Committee 
Mtg   - 6:30pm, CSD Building

MHCSD Board Meeting 
7:00pm, CSD Building

Happy
Thanksgiving!

Jamba Juice at Bethany!
1:30pm, Bethany School Quad

BSF Meeting
6:30pm, Bethany Library

Family Movie Night
6:30pm, Bethany School MPR

Zumba
7-8pm -Wickland School MPR

Zumba
7-8pm -Wickland School MPR

Zumba
7-8pm -Wickland School MPR

Zumba
7-8pm -Wickland School MPR

Zumba
7-8pm -Wickland School MPR

Questa School Foundation
Ice Cream Sale 1:30–2:00pm
Questa Cafeteria

Questa School Foundation
Ice Cream Sale 1:30–2:00pm
Questa Cafeteria

Questa School Foundation
Ice Cream Sale 1:30–2:00pm

Questa School Foundation
Ice Cream Sale 1:30–2:00pm

QSF Ice Cream Sale 
1:30–2:00pm

MH Hurricanes Novice Football 
Team playoffs vs Denair Lions 
1:00pm, Denair High School

Zumba
7-8pm -Wickland School MPR

MH Little League 
Registration 
7-9pm. CSD Building

QSF Drop & Shop at Questa 
elementary from 5-9pm 

Kimball High 
Production of "Grease"
7pm -KHS Jaguar Theatre

Kimball High 
Production of "Grease"
7pm -KHS Jaguar Theatre

Kimball High "Grease"
7pm -KHS Jaguar Theatre

Kimball High 
Production of "Grease"
7pm -KHS Jaguar Theatre

Kimball High "Grease"
7pm -KHS Jaguar Theatre

Kimball High "Grease"
7pm -KHS Jaguar Theatre

QSF Hosts Funtime "Trunk or Treat" Fall Carnival
Photos & captions submitted byJules Kolb

Questa School Foundation hosted their annual Fall Carnival Friday, 
October 26, 2012, featuring games, costumes, and fun times.

Election Day
VOTE!



Decorate Your Home To Win  

$500 In Holiday Bucks!*
Tis the season of lights, and nowhere will it shine brighter than at Mountain House!  

Share the magic with your neighbors in this highly anticipated holiday event — 
the Annual Holiday Lights Contest. Register before November 30th and hang  

your lights by December 3rd. A professional photographer will be out and about to  
photograph the home entries, and the one with the most votes wins! 

       Will it be yours?

Mark THe DaTe
11/1 - 11/29: Register Your Home
12/3: Lights Must Be Up
12/5: Photography of All Entries
12/10 - 12/20: Contest Voting 
12/21: Winner Announced 

MHHolidayLights.Com

*The home with the most votes wins a $500 American Express gift card. 

TO:
Our Mountain House Neighbors

Matters!Mountain House
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