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The ceremony was the start of a very full day of sig-
nificant happenings, mostly school district-related.   In ad-
dition to the ground-breaking, there was a "beam signing" 
ceremony and luncheon in the shell of the MH High School 
Gym and, later, a special evening presentation back at the 
district offices.

With the "Spring Breeze" threatening to start jarring 
teeth loose that morning, the Altamont School Ground-
Breaking Ceremony was moved indoors, to the district 
office board room.  Beginning the formalities, Mr. Hansen 
choked-up with his first few words, drawing applause from 
the crowd.  "The last five years..." he began.  

After taking a moment to compose himself, saying 
somewhat under his breath "I didn't expect that to happen," 
he continued.  

Quickly regaining his thought process and composure, 
he quote the naysayers: "'You can't unify that district', they 
said," he stated with a tone of gratification.  "We pulled off 
unification."  

He went on to summarize the amazing amount of work 

that has been 
accomplished 
in his tenure.  
"Staff here has 
been amazing," 
he continued.  
"We did Ques-
ta  School  in 
twelve months.  
We have a pre-
school opening 
in June.  Do we 
have to? No.  Was there funding for it? No.  But we did it!"  

The building of the Altamont School looked dead in the 
water for several years.  A snafu in filing for state matching 
funds at the completion of the Bethany School, along with 
the economic crash, was at the root of how it came to pass 
that Questa School was built while Altamont Village was left 
with a big open field smack-dab in the middle of everything.

Locally Owned & Produced

Park Barking Off To  
Tremendous Start!  
Keep Up The Voting

Thanks to those who have been 
voting and spreading the word, Moun-
tain House has been named one of 15 
finalist in the PetSafe Bark For Your Park 
contest! We ended the first round with 
a whopping --- votes!

The finalist round of voting starts 
June 5th, and goes through July 26, so 
keep the momentum going and vote, 
vote, vote!

Each person can vote twice a day. 
Once on the PetSafe website and once 
on their Facebook app. Each Friday, 
starting June 7th, everyone will have an 
opportunity to earn 7 extra votes by an-
swering a question on the PetSafe website 
(7-Vote Sniff Out). Since the daily votes 
reset at 9:00pm PST, make sure you save 
your Friday votes to cast after the sniff 
out information has been published. 
Meaning, get your Thursday votes in be-
fore 9:00pm on Thursday night and wait 

continued page 8

Submmitted By Fiona Mayne 
MH Dog Club President 
www.MHdogclub.com

Altamont Ground-Breaking, MHHS Beam Signing, & Superintendent Of The Year 
Presentation all in one day!

When the dust settles a little more than a year from now, the residents of Mountain House will 
be able to look back on May 15, 2013 as quite the momentous day.  Lammersville Joint Unified 
School District Superintendent, Dale Hansen, having just announced his intent to retire at the end 

of June, oversaw the ground-breaking ceremony for the long-awaited Altamont School that morning.  

LJUSD Superintendent Dale Hansen breaks ground with 
School Board members Matt Balzarini and David Pombo.

continued page 3

7 At The Top Of His Game, 
Dale Hansen To Retire
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Joshua Anderson Realtor  #01880040 MH Resident 209.688.5251
Treasure Molina Realtor #01892442 MH Resident 209.814.2011
John Reed Team Anderson   MH Resident  510.414.2342
David Torres Team Anderson  MH Resident 408.203.2082  -  Hablo Espanol

Home sellers in Mountain House who have listed their homes for sale with long time MH residents
Josh Anderson and Treasure Molina have collectively made over $2 million dollars in equity, 
because we know this market better than anybody.
If you have considered selling your home here in Mountain House we highly recommend using a local 
Realtor who understands the unique Mountain House Market, one who lives in our community and 
one who has a proven track record here in Mountain House.

Meet with any Team Anderson Member today to determine 
what you will make from the sale of your home:

 $2 Million and Counting

Josh Anderson, David Torres, and John Reed
Treasure Molina

JOSHUA ANDERSON
584 Burk Ct

Mountain House CA 95391

fx: 888.814.3958  •  www.MountainHouseCARealEstate.com  •  ph: 209.688.5251

You Have EQUITY 
we will sell your home for top dollar

Michelle Mason

By Aleyta Meldrum

Michelle's Top 5
1. Favorite Local Restaurant: BJ's 
2. Favorite Midnight Snack When Pregnant: Nation's Bacon Cheeseburger
3. Favorite Movie: Anything with Gerard Butler
4. Favorite Drink:  Blended Margarita 
5. Favorite Way To Spend Time Together As A Couple Away From Home: Trips to Vegas!

"Mountain House Resident of the Month" 
is the brainchild of longtime resident Josh 
Anderson.  Josh, along with wife & partner, 
Treasure Molina, decided that some form of 
recognition should be extended to the many great 
people of our fine community.  Together, the duo 
put together a web site that allows residents to 
vote for those they feel most deserving of such 
recognition, with a focus on those generally too 
humble for such accolades.  The program is that 
of Josh and Treasure.  

We at Mountain House Matters had been 
thinking that a profile on a worthy resident each 
month would be a good thing.  As it happened, 
local writer, photographer, full-time mom, and 
sometimes Hang-Over Hero, Aleyta Meldrum, 
had been hoping to be involved in interviewing 
chosen residents and writing profile-type articles.

Utilizing the democratic voting process Josh 
& Treasure set up seemed a natural fit, offering 
some specific direction for defining a profile 
subject.  

So it is with great pleasure that Mountain 
House Matters now features the "Mountain House 
Resident Of The Month".  For more, and to vote for 
the resident you deem most worthy, go to: www.
MHresidents.com

Mountain House Resident Of The Month:

Here we are with another selfless member of our community to introduce 
to you. Some of you may know her as the “Krispy Kreme” lady. Others 
may have used her as their “fudge dealer”.  She has worked on the BSF 

board, in the Jail & Bail booth at the carnivals, and checked people in for Zumba. 
Who is this marvelous lady? The beautiful Michelle Mason, that’s who! I met 
with Michelle and her husband, Steve, last week, greeted of course by a plateful 
of three different flavors of fudge. 

Michelle lights up any room she walks into. As I sat and spoke with her, she 
literally radiated passion for the topics we spoke about. First up? How her and her 
husband (a tunnel surveyor) met. A gorgeous couple, Steve and Michelle were 
high-school sweethearts. Throughout our conversation one thing was very clear. 
This couple, while being opposites in many ways (she loves social media, he can do just 
fine without) were also best friends. They are devoted and family centered teammates. 
It was a refreshing thing to see. 

After high school they went on to bring three gorgeous children into this world. 
From Oakdale they moved to Livermore, then to Tracy for 9 years. They finally found 
their forever home here in Mountain House and thankfully for us, she is here to stay.  
The next topic that brought a gleam to her eyes is a special one. It’s an event that has 
become a part of her, of her family, and now she has brought it into Mountain House. 
Let’s talk Relay For Life. 

What started as college community 
service hours for her daughter, Megan, (a 
recent UOP graduate! Yay!) ended up be-
ing so much more. For no other reason than 
Michelle’s generous heart, Relay For Life 
became a family affair. For 6 years now, the 
Mason family has been involved in one way 
or another in helping to plan, raise money, get 
the word out and become dedicated servants 
to this cause.  Relay For Life is a 24-hour 
event where they not only raise money for the 
American Cancer Society but also celebrate 
the survivors, remember the loved ones who 
lost their fight and try to fight back against 
Cancer. Last year Michelle chaired the first 
ever Relay For Life here in Mountain House. 

“We had a hard time getting it going, it 
was hard to advertise (no Mountain House 
Matters! The horror!) It was an uphill battle 
but we raised $5000,” Michelle informed me. 

Once it starts, it stays in a community. 
Committee members stay on 2 years. “Next 
year it will be chaired by Dave Pombo, and 
we are really excited about that. We think 
he will do great things,” both husband and 
wife said.

I honestly did not know much about this 
incredible event. I asked her to tell me more. 
“We will have 3 ceremonies. Opening, Lumi-
naria and Closing. The Luminaria ceremony 

Continued on page 14

Relentless volunteer and community 
supporter making a daily difference
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Altamont School Ground-Breaking
continued from page 1

209.639.9876
Your Local Home Repair Specialist!

P r o b l e m s  A t  H o m e ?

RiverWorks
Int./Ext. Painting • Sheetrock Repairs • Carpentry

Cabinets • Plumbing Upgrades • Entertainment Centers
General Contractor

License #752119
Lee Rivers
FREE ESTIMATESCALL

CALL

"This project, which was a passion of mine, ...we found a way," Mr. Hansen stated 
with an air of satisfaction. 

Shifting gears, he stated: "We have teams that make things happen," as he introduced 
some of those players.

Dan Rossetto, speaking on behalf of Nichols, Melburg & Rossetto, project architects 
and engineers, said humbly, "I want everyone to know the deep appreciation we have for 
having us be involved. This IS a special place."

Hansen praised Turner Construction for their proactive approach to working in a 
location surrounded by homes.  "Barry's been going around the neighborhood handing 
out car wash tickets," he said with a smile.

Recently elected San Joaquin County Supervisor Bob Elliott was pleased to be in 
attendance, and spoke highly of Hansen, the incredible school district, and the Mountain 
House community, generally.

Joel Reyna spoke on behalf of State Representative Susan Eggman, also praising 
the high standards and growth of the district, and the positive direction in which this 
community is headed.

In closing the ceremony, before inviting everyone to head back to the physical site 
of the school grounds, Hansen spoke highly of Representative Joan Buchanan, who 
stood before the state allocation board with 
him and got the money approved.  "I'll never 
forget her standing up there saying 'the district 
made an error.  You're taking four and a half 
million dollars from the district.  You need to 
reinstate that.'" 

Speaking done, everyone moved-on to the 
leveled field that will become Altamont School.  
There, gold-plated shovels were brought out, 
and the photo opps began.  (Find the photo gal-
lery by way of the www.MHmatters.net site).

Dirt tossing completed, many in the crowd 
moved on to the other active educational con-
struction site in town - Mountain House High 
School.  Project contractor, Turner Construc-
tion, hosted a catered luncheon (by Famous 
Dave's, yum!) and "beam signing" in what will 
be the high school gym.  With the gym walls 
still being held in place by structural supports, and the roof yet to be completed, a raw 
beam that will later play a role in supporting the structure was set out on pallets for those 
who made this development possible.  Their signatures will reside indefinitely on the 
grounds as generations to come complete their primary education.

All this transpired by early afternoon, making May 15, 2013 a very memorable day.  
However, the third act was to happen later that same evening.  

continued page 4
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Community News & Views

At 7:00pm, the school board met back at the district board room.  They had business 
to conduct, but clearly something especially significant was in the works.  Most of the 
same dignitaries from earlier in the day were present, and even the CSD board elected 
to take a break from their 2013-'14 Budget Workshop to attend at least a portion of the 
school board's meeting.

Unbeknownst to Dale Hansen, he was to 
be the evening's guest of honor.  Voted the 2013 
Association of California School Administrators 
(ACSA) Region VII Superintendent Of The Year, 
he was presented with a beautiful commemorative 
plaque by school board president Micaela Ver-
gara.  A prominent sign noting the honor was set 
out in the front of the room for all to see, as well.  
Just homage to a man who has done so much for 
this growing community over his five year run.

In addition to all this work, plans for the start 
of building the new K-8 school in "Neighborhood 
C" are underway.

By June 2014, Mountain House High School and Altamont K-8 will both be gearing 
up for their respective Fall openings.  The yet to be named "Neighborhood C" school 
will follow shortly thereafter.  Not too shabby in any time frame.  Hard to even fathom 
how it has all come together so beautifully in such a short time span.

Altamont School Ground-Breaking
continued from page 1

The Scared Knight
By Rahul Rajeev

There once was a knight
who had a great fright

over battles and to fight
the creatures of the night

One day, the knight got a call
from the king of Thrall

to ask if he can fall
the mightiest creature of all, the Dragonzal.

Of course, the knight with fright
politely refused to fight

with the beast that ruled the air,
and tormented people everywhere.

The king kicked the knight out
and made him shout

that he challenged a bout
With the Dragonzal to kick it out.

The Dragonzal heard the call
and roared at the chance of his fall.

He charged at the knight
who scampered off in fright.

The Dragonzal followed the knight
on the same track as the knight’s perilous flight.

He did not know where he was going
scorching the path, fire blowing.

The knight stumbled and finally fell.
No one could chance to tell

what happened to the poor knight,
who had great fright to fight

the creatures of the night

Rahul Rajeev is a 7th grade student at 
Wicklund Elementary.  His talents are 
broad as, in addition to his grasp on 
poetry, he achieved a third place win for 
Math at the 7th grade 2013 Academic 
Pentathalon, and was the top scorer at 
the 2013 Math Olympiad from the 7th/8th 
grade math team of Wicklund Elementary 
school.

Poetry Contest Winners Announced
Submitted by Kathleen Buffleben,  Branch Librarian
MH Branch Library • Kathleen.Buffleben@stocktongov.com  • 209-831-5661

The Mountain House Library recently held a teen poetry contest that featured win-
ners from two catagories:  12-15 year olds; and 16-19 year olds. The winners in their 
respective catagories, were: Rahul Rajeev; and Jean-Luke Swanepoel.  Congratulations to 
both young men.  We are pleased to present the winning poems here for your enjoyment.

Continued  next page
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Majorly Hot Weather Expected For 
Kite Run/Fest Set for Saturday June 8

Buyers: Personal Tours
Sellers: Strong Marketing
Investors: Market Analysis

Short Sales & Notary

DRE #01876560

925-290-8578
www.AngelLamb.com

Angel Lamb
Realtor®

Mountain House Resident & Real Estate Specialist

Plans are in place for the 8th annual Mountain House Kite Run and Kite Festival 
this Saturday, June 8, 2013.

A full day is on tap, with a kids fun run for 12 and under kids beginning at 8:00 a.m.  
The main event 5k and 10k Kite Run/Walks kick-off at 8:30 a.m.  Launch point is at Central 
Community Park - 25 E. Main Street Mountain House, CA 

Following the Kite Run will be the annual MH Kite Festival, at Central Community Park.  
The Kite Fest features a full slate of day-long entertainment, starting at 10:00 a.m.

ENTERTAINMENT SCHEDULE
10:00am Maame Afon
11:30am “The Company” Dance Co.
12:45pm TBD
2:00pm Starlight Dance Studio
3:00pm Tortoise & the Pimps, featuring Erika Dement

All Day Fun & Laughter with Sparkles & Ravioli! 10am -5pm

All are encouraged to plan ahead and practice the best patience, as parking and access will be limited, at least until the 
Kite Run is completed.  Weather is expected to top 100 degrees, so wear your best sun screen, hats, and appropriate clothing.  
Food and water will be available, but you may want to bring your own water supply, just to be sure, as well.

Precious Babies 
Child Care & Preschool

home away from home

Preschool-Before/After 
School-0 to 13yrs

zoinksjump4fun@hotmail.com
(209) 922-4475

preciousbabies@hotmail.com

Zoinks Jump 4 Fun 
P a r t y  R e n t a l s

(209) 221-6464

Get MOOre 
For Less with

209-390-1313
www.MQpest.com

v General Pest Control
v Critter Control & Exclusion
v Rats/Mice/Gophers

At Moore Quality Pest Control 
we aim to provide top-notch 
service for a reasonable rate.

Family Owned & Operated Since 2008

Call us today for a 
Free quote

Red Petals
By Jean-Luke Swanepoel

Red petals and an imaginary aisle,
A wedding without dreams of that first night,

Red petals strewn for the sake of a smile,
Those that are there, the only guests to invite.

Little girl dancing, a little girl free,
Colored dress being fondled by the wind,
Boys playing war without death or decree,

Their tongues have not sworn and their hands not sinned.
Children outside playing childish games,

In a garden from which most have been banned,
Children playing their way toward childish aims,

With thoughts in the sky and feet in the sand.
Childhood, a red flower in bloom in the spring,
Red petals, confetti, for what winter may bring.

Born in Pretoria, South Africa, Jean-Luke Swane-
poel speaks English as a second language, Afri-
kaans being his first. He emigrated to the United 
States in 2005 and is currently completing his 
junior year at Kimball High School. His other 
interests inlude reading and painting, and he hopes 
to someday make some sort of creative contribution 
to the world.

Featuring: Soulful Bay Area resident and 
Ghana-born artiste Maame Afon

Flaunt
Flaunt it!If  you've got it,

Christine Palmer
owner/colorist/stylist

925 580 9849
goodhairday4me2@yahoo.com

148 Ray Street Suite E&F  Pleasanton  CA  94566

http://www.AngelLamb.com
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complied from www.sjgov.org

Full Service Grooming
for Dogs & Cats

www.ThePamperedPetGroomingAndSpa.com

(209) 833-7600(925) 240-0676

Brentwood
7720 Brentwood Blvd, Ste B

Tracy
1843 W. 11th Street

visit us on
Facebook

(209)-834-6861
www.CDMTile.com

License #: C54-930291

Mountain House 
Tile Contractor 

Specializing in Kitchen & 
Bathroom Remodeling 

as well as Fireplaces, 
Patios and Flooring

Free In-Home
Consultation

In preparation for the sixth annual Mountain House Community Garage Sale, 
held May 4th, a seemingly endless flurry of items for sale began hitting the MH 
Facebook Group.  There was a good deal of consternation from folks feeling like 
pertinent information was being lost in the shuffle of photos of items to be featured 
at the annual event.

As a result, several residents began discussing setting up a separate group page 
on Facebook to accommodate "garage sale" type items.  As seems to be the way 
this community operates, the idea was quickly acted upon.

On May 3rd, Theresa Vargas did just that.  "Yes, it was created by myself on 
May 2nd due to the excessive number of items for sale on the Mountain House group 
page during preparation for the Annual Garage Sale. There were many complaints 
regarding this, so in response I, along with (fellow MH resident) Tatiana Valenzuela, 
thought that we should create a "Garage Sale Page" for Mountain House residents. 

"This is not a new concept," Theresa continued, "as many other cities and com-
munities have created similar pages. Because I am very familiar with these types of 
pages as well as with Facebook groups, I offered my services to create the group, 
and also made Tatiana an administrator, as it was something we both wanted to do 
for Mountain House residents."

Response has been nothing short of amazing.  One month into it, the "Mountain 
House Virtual Garage" Sale Facebook Group has reached 600 members!

"It is very nice to see 
the page grow. And as one 
member of the group stated, 
it does bring the community 
closer as a whole," Theresa 
stated.

The group offers some 
basic "Buying/selling/giv-
ing guidelines" for post-
ings, including some quick tips for posting.  There are instructions for how to post 
new items, and an overview of how to post for ISO (in search of) items.

Pricing of items is encouraged, and instructions for Free items are included.  
One factor that could make such a site cumbersome is whether users follow-through 
on items that have been sold, or are no longer available, or needed (as the case may 
be).  The instructions provided include rules for deleting items once they are no 
longer available.

Administrator Tatiana Valenzuela has been including periodic posts to remind 
people: "DON'T FORGET TO DELETE YOUR POST & OR PICTURE ONCE 
YOUR ITEM(S) HAVE BEEN SOLD & PICKED UP & if you have problems 
deleting just tag myself or Theresa Vargas in your post & we can delete it for you. 
THANKS :)".

Items being featured range from children's clothing, household furniture, to 
even cars being offered and sold.

To find the group, enter "Mountain House Virtual Garage Sale" in the Facebook 
search window, or go to: www.facebook.com/groups/MHvirtualgaragesale.

The annual Mountain House Community Garage Sale has proven wildly suc-
cessful.  With more than 100 households participating throughout the four current 
villages, May 4th was an active day in town.  Organizer, Jim Lamb, once again did 
an incredible job of compiling all the registered garage sale locations, with maps 
for each village of the participating homes, and more, on the Wiki page: http://wiki.
mhvillages.com/index.php?title=Community_Garage_Sale.  By all appearances, 
this new virtual garage sale group page will continue to grow and expand, and will 
likely play an even larger role as we approach the 7th annual community event.

MH Community  Garage Sale 
Inspires New Virtual Group 

Grantline Rd @ Byron Intersection 
Reconstruction To Start

"Excitement" is not generally the first emotion that comes into being over a 
road closure.  However, when the treacherous and annoying intersection at Byron 
Rd. and Grantline closed recently Mountain House was a-buzz.  

"Are they finally putting in a light?" was one of many posts on the Mountain 
House Facebook Group page.  So, here's the lowdown...

On February 12, 2012, the San Joaquin County Board of Supervisors authorized 
advertisement of a reconstruction project. This Project, according to a document ob-
tained from the sjgov.org site, in general, "consists of installing a four-legged traffic 
signal with preemptive devices to coordinate traffic flow with a railroad crossing, 
widening westbound Grant Line Road for a right turn lane, lengthening a left-turn 
pocket on southbound Byron Road, and restriping the intersection." 

According to this document, construction was tentatively scheduled to begin 
in July 2013.  Latest word from the May 29th MH Community meeting is that it 
will begin in August.   The plans state that the work is to be completed prior to the 
expiration of 35 working days. 

"The portion of Grant Line Road included in the Project was recently annexed 
into the City of Tracy. The City of Tracy supports this Project and will issue an 
Encroachment Permit for the work in its jurisdiction. Traffic delays and inconve-
niences to the motoring public should be minimal during construction." The recent 
closure was the first step.  Plans state that "Grant Line Road will be closed for ap-
proximately three working days during the railroad planking work," which it was. 

So, in all likelihood, the improved intersection should be fully operational by 
late September/early October, if all goes according to plan.

Compiled by Bryan Harrison

http://www.CDMTile.com
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At the Top Of His Game, 
Dale Hansen Announces Retirement

Mountain House Dental
Isabela L. Putzlacher, DDS

209.839.8755
•  Laser Dentistry with Waterlase MD
•  Gentle and Personalized Treatment
•  Digital X-rays /Intra Oral Camera
•  White Fillings, Veneers & Crowns
•  Teeth Whitening, Sealants
•  Emergencies Welcome
•  Nitrous Oxide Available

Now Offering

One Appointment 

Crown
CEREC Machine

561 Wicklund Crossing (next door to Wicklund's Market)

with The Wand!  Computerized Anesthesia
Experience Less Painful Dentistry

Mountain House
Introductory offer

$ 0 
ENROLLMENT 

($149.95 Savings)

   $29.95 General Monthly Membership 
($120 annual savings)

$59.95 V.I.P. Monthly Membership   ($240 
annual Savings)

BOOTCAMPS – BOXING – KICKBOXING – TRX
(Must bring in this ad to receive promotion)

Expires 6/30/13

4 General Memberships

4 V.I.P. Memberships
    (full access to the gym 
     & all classes)

4 Personal Training

4 Family Add-On 
      Discounts

4 Student, Military, 
        Police & Fire Discounts

Full Service Facility

By Bryan Harrison

Wildly successful School Superintendent come to a tough decision

A common dream/desire of many, and one all too often not put into practice, is that of "go-
ing out at the top of your game".  How many athletes, politicians, and business leaders 
wait beyond their prime to step out?  Whether pride, or inability to recognize the right 
time, or perhaps financial need prevents some from taking their next step, the site of 

those who waited too long is often sad or, at the very least, serves to diminish the value of their 
accomplishments, no matter how great.

It was in that light that Lammersville Unified School District Superintendent Dale Hansen - a 
man viewed with deserved superstar acclaim throughout Mountain House - came to his recent an-
nouncement that he would be retiring from his position at the end of this month.

I had the good fortune of getting to sit down and chat with Mr. Hansen just days before the 
ground-breaking ceremony for Altamont School (see front page).  His friendly demeanor and open-
ness in discussing his work here is always refreshing, and on this occasion had an even deeper appeal.

A native of San Diego, Dale Hansen was born into a family immersed in the construction 
trades.  Following high school, he left San Diego to attend Cal Poly San Luis Obispo, on a baseball 
scholarship.  There he was a pitcher, and played along side of several players who went on to the 
major leagues while earning his degree.  

Following college, he worked in his family's construction business until entering the teaching 
field in 1977-'78, when he moved north to the Redding, CA area.  There he went on to enjoy an 
18 year career that saw him become a school principal, then district supervisor.  At that time he 
became involved in building schools.

"Our youngest graduated high school in 2008," he explained, which opened an opportunity for 
him to take a positive next step.  He learned of an opening for a School Superintendant position in 
a new and growing community called Mountain House that held promise.  He interviewed, liked 
what he saw, and landed the job.

While the MH Master Plan held great promise for growth of the school district, Mr. Hansen 
said that it wasn't long after getting here that the plight of the economic times hit hard.  "I recall 
conversations with my wife about the choice I had made.  It was a scary time."

Never one to cower to a challenge, however great, he instead took-on an aggressive strategy, 
developing a five-year plan that included as a key element unifying the school district.  "Without 
unification we could not build our own high school," he stated.   "There were those who said it 
couldn't be done," he said.  "But we did it."  

His plan included building the Questa Village K-8 school, "which we did in 12 months."  He 
then went to the State Allocation Board to seek reinstatement of funds that were supposed to have 
been provided with the completion of the Bethany School.  Those monies, originally $4.7 million, 
had been slated to help build the school for the Altamont Village, as called for in the Master Plan.  A 
bookkeeping snafu had previously left Altamont developers without funding for the school project.  

It became necessary 
to move forward with 
the Questa School until 
such time as a solution to the funding could be found.  Hopes for resolution to the problem seemed, 
for a time, highly unlikely.

The Altamont School funding quickly became Mr. Hansen's personal mission.  He not only 
presented his/our case with the State Allocation Board to have funding reinstated, but he effectively 
enlisted the help of then Assembly Representative Joan Buchanan.  At the May 15, 2013 Altamont 
School Ground-Breaking Ceremony, he gave special kudos to Ms. Buchanan for standing her ground 
with the Allocation Board to reinstate the funding.

Hansen also found some creative funding of a ten year bond of the Wicklund fund.  Ultimately, 
$4.7 million turned into $8.7 million and Altamont School became a reality.

Could somebody else have brought such an arduous task to bear?  Perhaps.  But, for the com-
munity of Mountain House at this time it was one Dale Hansen who made it happen.

"This one was personal for me," he stated at the Ground-Breaking.  And, personal it clearly 
was, as the words choked him up.  Not only is the school now being built, but he also found a means 
to establish a pre-school on-site when it opens next year.  

As amazing as all this was, Mr. Hansen, along with the LUSD Board, has been focused also 
on the bigger community picture. Continued on page 13
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Keep On Barking
Continued from page 1

          (age 6 to 12 , maximum 8 students) 
Arts of the Drawing class  
Percussion class
Music Instrument class
Dance class 
Chinese Language class

Summer School: $180/week Monday - Friday. 
7:00am to 7:00pm   No additional fee

Afterschool Class: Monday - Friday
 $120/week (1:30-7:00),   $100/week (2:30-7:00)

New Open Afterschool Class In Mountain House

925-963-2255          
Juana Huang

Melody_arts_studio@ yahoo.com

Private lesson $40/hour
|Pipa琵琶|Guzheng古筝| Zhongran中阮|

|Liuqin柳琴|Dizi笛子| Guqin古琴|Erhu二胡|

until Friday morning or later (information 
should be available by 8:00am) to cast your 
Friday votes. Check our website, Facebook 
page, and the forum for instructions on how 
to get the extra 7 votes. 
mhdogclub.com 
facebook.com/MountainHouseDogClub
Daily voting links:

Facebook: http://bit.ly/VoteMHonFB
Petsafe: http://bit.ly/VoteMH
From a smartphone: https://www.face-

book.com/PetSafeBrand?v=app_321086731
284099&ref=ts

Visit our booth at the Kite Festival on 
June 8th to get a professional digital photo 
of your dog, pick up some goodies, vote, and 
enter our auction and raffle! A digital photo 
will be provided at no charge, and donations 
to support our dog park fund are welcome. 
We will also be filming to include some shots 
in our video ad, so we want lots of you with 
your dogs there (leashed, of course) to show 
your support! The auction and raffle will in-
clude a pretty incredible SF Giants basket, a 
wine basket, and a dog basket, just to name 
a few. Even if you don't have a dog or cannot 
bring them, please still stop by to vote, enter 
the raffle/auction, get some goodies, and 
see what else we have going on. Special dis-
counts on raffle tickets and items for sale will 
be available for official 2013 club members. If 
you are not a member or have not renewed 
yet in 2013, you can do so at our booth, or 
ahead of time on our website.

See you there! 

The Questa School Foundation held 
their first ever Talent Show and fund 
raising auction Saturday,  May 31, 2013. 
The evening featured Questa School stu-
dents who are currently in grades K-8, 
with all acts having been pre-approved.

The evening began with a silent 
auction, with many very nice donated 
items catching good bid action.  Follow-
ing announcement of auction winners, 
the kids began the show on-time, playing 
to a full house.  

The evening's schedule of perform-
ers was broken up into two acts, with a 
live auction, orchestrated masterfully 
by Principal Lem Vergara.  Bidding was 
fierce for a number of items, and a good 
deal of money was raised, while fun be-
ing had by all.

The success 
of this event will 
no doubt be the 
first installment 
of what could 
surely become an 
annual tradition.  
Congratulations 
to all.

Full House at Questa Talent Show & Auction
By Bryan Harrison
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May 29 MH Community Meeting Chalk Full of Useful Info
By Bryan Harrison

u Live Music On Saturdays
u Friday Night Wine Pourings
u Full Wine Bar
u Custom Gift Baskets
u Port, Cigars, and Beer

Bring in this ad for15% offEntire Purchase

A Friendly Local 
  Wine Tasting Experience

2467 Naglee Rd., Tracy
Tracy Pavilion (Next To Massage Envy)

 (209) 839-2200
www.vino100tracy.com

expires 5/31/13

The second in the annual series of basi-
cally quarterly Mountain House Community 
meetings was held Wednesday, May 29, 2013 
at Wicklund School.  The two-hour session, was 
geared to not only keep residents informed on 
the latest news and happenings in town, but also 
to allow all a chance to get to know our leaders, 
fire and police, and more.  Given the amount of 
consternation that ensued just days before on the 
Mountain House Facebook group page, specifi-
cally with regard to police services, one would 
have expected the masses to fill the hall.  The 
last such gathering, back in March, was held at 
Questa School, to a crowd of approximately 100 
people in attendance.  This one, for whatever 
reason, was even more lightly attended.

"Hard to fathom how people have room 
to complain and armchair quarterback how 
things are done in town when they can't even 
be bothered to show up at this type of event," 
stated one concerned citizen.

Ultimately, almost all of what was pre-
sented was pretty cheery news, as Mountain 
House is once again enjoying a progressive time 
of growth, with relatively little crime.

This was also the first meeting over which 
our new General Manager, Jan McClintock, was 
presiding.  Her leadership with staff holds great 
promise for our immediate future.

Numerous representatives from our elected 
government officials were present, as well as 
the planning commission folks working on the 
Hwy 239 project.

MH Business Manager Gaye Giles gave a 
succinct and valuable overview of how Moun-
tain House receives revenue to operate the 
CSD.  She also gave a similar report at one of 
the recent budget workshops.

In fact, there is one final budget workshop, 
to be conducted as part of the June 12 CSD 
Board Meeting.  7pm start.  Hope to see more 
residents there. Dale Hansen gave his final community meeting address.

Dave Sargent, of Shea Homes, introduced 
"Neighborhood C" among other things.

Meet our new MH General Manager Jan McClintock

CSD President Celeste Farron welcomed the gathering.

MH Business Mgr Gaye Giles gave a most 
enlightening presentation.

http://www.vino100tracy.com
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14850 Hwy 4, Ste D
Discovery Bay • 925-634-3518
Elementssalonandboutique.com

1883 2nd Street, Livermore
925-344-7143
kalikoutureclothing.com

25% Off - All Jeans In Stock
30% Off - All Boots
25% Off - All Scarves
25% Off - All Seaters, Cardigans

Also, the PrOM dresses are here!  More coming daily!
Garters available as well!

Elements Salon in Discovery Bay Specials!
Get Any Hair Service at 15% Off with Rhonda or Nancy

Coming to Our Discovery Bay Location is 
Our New Line of Jeans:  

Miss Me and Rock Revival
20% Off Any Boutique Item

We also have PrOM dresses

Expires
6/30/13

Mountain House Area Telugu Association (MHATA) celebrated 
Ugadi 2013 program at Questa Elementary School on April 13, 2013, 
in a spectacular fashion, witnessed by a large number of members and 
their families.The venue was beautifully decorated by the MHATA 
volunteer committee and program started with lighting of lamp fol-
lowed by India and US anthems. Cultural extravaganza began later 
in the afternoon, the audiences were treated to a sequence of refined 
local talent performances that comprised of singing, and dancing. 
Highlight of the event was a scintillating fashion show that was a 
fusion of culture, dance, traditional and western round. MHATA kids 
awed the audiences with their dancing skills and super model attitude.

Ugadi 2013 organized by team of volunteers and it is clearly 
depicted meticulous planning and dedicated efforts.  Young dancers 
and singers twirled and sang on stage as their parents captured the 
performances on their smartphones. An assortment of native foods 
and special dishes lined on tables in side, including a traditional 
punch that included both bitter and sweet flavors, embodying the 
highs and lows of life.
WHAT IS UGADI:

Ugadi, also known as Yugadi, is a Hindu festival celebrated by the 
people of Andhra Pradesh, India  with much vigor. Yug means new era 
and Adi means beginning; together it means beginning of a new era. In 
other words, it also means the beginning of a new astronomical cycle. The 
festival falls in the spring season and marks the first day of the New Year, 
which is the first day of Chaitra (March or April), the first month of the 
traditional Hindu calendar. But since the Hindu calendar is a lunisolar 
calendar, Ugadi falls on different dates every year and is also one of the 
most important festivals of the Hindus. Legend has it that it was on this 
day that the Creator of Hindu Pantheon, Lord Brahma, began his auspi-
cious creation and created the Earth, and set days, nights, dates, weeks, 
fortnights, months, seasons and years to count the time. 

Preparation for Ugadi begins a day or two before the actual date with 
people washing and cleaning their houses; buying new clothes is also one 
of the many traditions. On the day of Ugadi, people, especially Andhra 
Pradesh, take an extensive ritualistic shower followed by partaking in 
prayers for good health and prosperity in the coming year. Then as the day 
moves on, people decorate their houses with mango leaves and rangolis, 
and Ugadi Pachhadi (Telugu) a unique dish of a specific mixture with six 
different tastes is also prepared. The dish symbolizes different experiences 
ranging from sweet to bitter and that everyone should learn from these 
experiences and continue with life's journey. Later in the day, the event 
of Panchanga Sravanam is organized in many temples and cultural and 
religious gatherings are held, whereby predictions for the coming year 
are made.

The beautiful evening came to an end with prize distribution to the 
MHATA families where they were participated in various games.

Spectacular MH Area Telugu 
Association Ugadi Celebration
Submitted by Ravikiran Kethidi, MHTA volunteer
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925-447-0365 

Since 1849

16784 Grant Line Road, Tracy CA 95391 • 925447-0365
www.Facebook.com/MountainHouseBar

	 	 •		Mountain	House	Taco	Thursdays	

Your Family-Friendly Hometown Pub

•		BBQ	Every	Weekend						•		Open	Mic	Jam	Sunday	2-6pm

A Mountain House Tradition

Home of the Steak Pizziola

130 W. 11th Street • Tracy, CA
www.YeOldeDogs.com

209-830-8400

Lunch Starting at $5.95
Vegetarian Menu Available

Join	Us	for	Comedy Night	June	14	&	25

Fa t h e r s  D a y  C h a m p a g n e  B r u n c h  f r o m  1 2 - 4 
a n d  f u l l  m e n u  a va i l a b l e  a l l  d a y.

MONDAY Meat Loaf Meal  $10.95
WEDNESDAY NY 8oz Sirloin $10.95
THURSDAY Teriyaki Chicken $ 10.95
THURSDAY Teriyaki Salmon $ 17.95
THURSDAY Steak Strip Teriyaki $ 15.95

All dinner dishes are served with Rice or Potato and vegetable of the day.
Vegetarian Menu Available  •  Friday Night Clam Chowdah  •  Prime Rib 

Music Every Friday & Saturday Night - Local Talent: Blues . Jazz . Rock . Celtic . Classical 
Comedy Night Friday May 10 -  Show Starts at 8, doors open @ 6:00 

Reservation Requested $5.00 cover/person

Another year has past and it is once again time to organize the parade for Mountain House 
4th of July. Can you believe it is only 2 months away. Last year was a great success and we are 
hoping for another great year.

If you have a group that would like to participate in the Parade or if you would like to have 
a booth at the Festivities please send me an email. I have just sent out emails to those that have 
participated in the past and if you did not receive an email from me please email me at angel@
realestatedepot.biz so I can add you to my list. 

The parade will again be the same as the years past and we hope to have as much participation as possible. If you know 
of a new group that would like to be included please let me know or have them get in touch with me. If you are no longer in 
charge of the group that would have attended in the past then please send me the correct information for the current contact.

Please respond as soon as possible so that I can begin to organize everything. 
I am adding a list of participants to the Event page that has been set up as well as the Vendor form if you would like to 

have a booth at the Picnic. 
Thanks to our wonderful community for supporting this event!!!

Plan Now For 4th of July Parade & Picnic Festivities
Submitted by Angel Lamb

Live	Music	•	Comedy
Wine	Down	Wednesdays
Therapeutic Thursdays

2467 Naglee Rd., Tracy
Tracy Pavilion (Next To Massage Envy)

 (209) 839-2200
www.vino100tracy.com

Friday, 6/7/13 • 5:30-8:30pm
LIVE MUSIC with ZAQ
Port & Cigar Night
Saturday, 6/8/13 • 8-10pm
COMEDY NIGHT   $10 cover
Thursday, 6/13/13 • 7-10pm
KARAOKE NIGHT
Friday, 6/14/13 • 7-9pm
WINE CLUB RELEASE NIGHT (all day)
LIVE MUSIC WITH JESSE QUIROZ!
Friday, 6/21/13 • 7-10pm
ERIC VAN JAMES MUSIC
Gianelli Winery Pouring (5:30-8:30)
Saturday, 6/22/13 • 7-10pm
SCOTT GARCIA BAND   $10 cover
Thursday, 6/27/13 • 6-8pm
BINGO NIGHT
Friday, 6/28/13 • 5:30-8:30pm
FRUIT & VINE TASTING

2013 Music In the Park Slate Set
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MH Sports

Liaquat Khan  Wins Third Annual 
MH Tennis Club Tournament

510-393-4615

MOUNTAIN HOUSE BASEBALL

mi5andra@aol.com
w w w.MountainHouseBaseball.com

B A s e B A l l I N s t R u C t I o N
- All levels • All Positions -
Strengthen Your Skills 
Hitting • Pitching • Catching 

• Fielding • Base-Running
$40 per session

Coach Mike

A long weekend of tennis 
in rather warm weather resulted 
in victory for Men's 3.5 divi-
sion winner Liaquat Khan and 
runner up Anand Marudavanan 
at the third annual MH Tennis 
Club Tournament May 18-19, 
2013.  Held at the Central Park 
Tennis Courts in Mountain 
House, the competition was 
tight all the way through.  Con-
gratulations to all the winners 
and participants!

Submitted by Andy Su

The Mountain House Golf Club 
held their third monthly tournament of 
the season May 26 at Diablo Grande 
Golf Course.  Tournament winner, low-
est net score, was Rafael Del Rosario.  
Lowest score for new players went to 
Mark Funk.

The next tourney will be held 
Sunday, June 30 at 8 am at Manteca 
Golf Course, Manteca.  To register, go 
to:  www.mhflagfootball.com/2013-
season-golf.

Rafael Del Rosario Wins 3rd 
Monthly MH Golf Club Tourney

Wicklund School Foundation         
Summer Movie Night June 21
www.wicklundschoolfoundation.org

photo by Andy Su

Please join the Wicklund School Foundation Friday, June 21st in the Multi 
Purpose Room to enjoy a fun family movie! 

Doors open at 6:30pm, showtime is at 7.  Admission is FREE and we will have 
popcorn, candy, beverages and lots of other delicious treats for sale during the movie! 

Please: NO outside food, and please do not leave your children unattended.
If you have questions or would like to know what the movie is please contact 

Christina Kelly via email at volunteer@wicklundschoolfoundation.org, or call/text 
209-834-6565. Thank you! 

photo by Andy Su

MH Library Announces 
Active Summer Schedule
Submitted by Kathleen Buffleben,  Branch Librarian
MH Branch Library • Kathleen.Buffleben@stocktongov.com  • 209-831-5661

The Library's Summer Reading Program will begin June 1, 2013 and run through 
July 31, 2013.  I am including here a list of the summer reading activities.  
Our theme this year is Reading Is Delicious!
Repetitive Activities
Every Saturday at 3pm is Chess Club
Every Wednesday are Book Clubs:  Beginning Reader 3:30pm 
      and Step-up Readers at 4:15pm
Every Thursday morning is Storytime:  All About Baby at 10:30am 
             and Preschool Storytime at 11:15am
Every other Monday is Advanced Book Club (June 3 & 17: July 1, 16 & 30) at 4pm.
Single dates
June 1  Summer Reading Program begins for all ages
June 4 4pm Snack Time Fun
June 8 1-3 pm Paws for Reading
June 10 5pm Xtreme Science Magic Program
June 11 5:30pm Adult Program: Hors d'oeuvres To Liven Up Any Party
June 17 5pm Teen Pizza Palooza
June 18 5pm Rav the Magician
June 24 6:30pm Family Feast and Stuffed Animal Overnight!
June 26 4pm Teen Graphic Illustration Drawing Program
July 2 4:30pm Reading Is Delicious Craft Program    
July 8 5pm Teen Edible Book Contest
July 9 4pm Great Valley Museum Program - The 5 Senses
July 13 1-3pm Paws for Reading
July 15 4pm Teen Program:  Sci-Fi and Sundaes
July 16 4:30pm Reading Is Delicious - SSJCPL Cooks Program
July 22  Adult Book Related Recipe Contest Entries Due
July 23 4pm Shedskin Reptiles Program
July 30 4pm Painting on the Patio

The 2013 WSF Spaghetti Feed and Auction was a huge success due to our 
chairperson Lisa Boulais spending countless hours organizing and planning this 
event, with an awesome team who helped throughout the evening. Mountain House 
parents, Teachers and Staff, School Board, CSD members, Clubs, MH Matters 
and all other supporters are who continue to make each school's fundraisers and 
events a success. Yes, we ultimately exist for our children and that is the perspec-
tive I will continue to represent. Please note: If anyone would like to contact me, 
president@wicklundschoolfoundation.org or cell 510 575-4732 Thanks again for 
all of your support 
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shop Avon on-line 
or at Home

with personal delivery and 
guaranteed satisfaction.

DIANA HUERTA
AVON Independent Sales Rep

Mountain House, Ca 95391

(209) 407-9521
www.youravon.com/dianahuerta

Now is the time to enroll your child for 
Preschool 2013 -2014

We offer 2, 3 or 5 days per week beginning in August 2013
Kindergarten Readiness program

Am and PM Preschool offered 
3 Low Student to Teacher Ratio 
3 Nutritious meals provided
3 Lots of Love a great fun

2010 "Action on Behalf of Children" Award Recipient
San Joaquin County Family Child Care Association Member since 2006

 San Joaquin County Family Child Care Association Board Member 2007-2012
Grant Recipient from First 5 San Joaquin

Please call for a Tour.  
Spots are limited 209-835-8371

Call

209-597-8157

WHO’s 
Looking for You!

Branding/VisiBiLitY

w w w. M H m a t t e r s. n e t

Mountain House Matters!

On the 27th April, the MH Cooks 
Club hosted their first Spring Potluck. 
Cooks were required to cook a dish using 
Spring ingredients or make something 
that they love to eat during the Spring. 
Jenna Perry opened up her home to us 
and put so much effort into being a host. 
The tables were decorated beautifully 
with candles in mason jars, flower arrangements & fresh local asparagus bundles. The 
dishes were all presented so beautifully by the cooks and the food was delicious to 
say the least. All the dishes were marked appropriately for everyone’s needs such as 
vegetarian, gluten free, etc. Each cook also brought printed copies of their recipe to 
share with everyone.

 We held a spice competition where various spices were laid out and contestants 
had to smell and taste the spice and write down what they thought they were. We had 
some lovely prizes given out to those who had the highest correct points. There was 
also a raffle and the proceeds were donated to the MHFCR to aid with the tough time 
they are having during kitten season.

Needless to say, the event was a great success and although it was the first seasonal 
potluck, it’s certainly not the last. Watch the MH Cooks page for details on the Summer 
potluck if you were unable to make the last one. We’d also like to thank Susan Patteson 
for starting the MH Cooks Club so that all the MH residents who have a passion for 
cooking and good food could come together and be what it is today.

 If you would like to share your love of cooking, post dinner updates, etc while also 
learning from others, please join the MH Cooks on Facebook at https://www.facebook.
com/groups/216816358451414/

MH Cooks Gather & Shine At 
Spring Potluck
Submitted by Tarryn Schoonraad 
photos by Theresa Vargas

Potluck planners Jenna Perry and Tarryn Schoonraad

The unification of the district was the key for the development of a Mountain House High 
School.  He made that happen.  

And the growth continues.  Even as he has been contemplating his next new step, Mr. Hansen 
has been working with developers and architects on the next school.  Our new village, temporarily 
dubbed "Neighborhood C" will need its own K-8 school, as called for in the Master Plan.  Shea 
Homes Developer representative, Dave Sargent, announced at the May 29th Community meeting 
that those plans are now in action, as well.  

So, why leave now?  Mr. Hansen explained to me that he realized a few months ago that he 
had a choice to make.  "I've been in this business coming up on 38 years," he said.  "With the high 
school and Altamont School both getting ready to open next year, it would not be fair for me to 
hold-on just long enough to see that through.  I would need to stay at least an additional two years 
beyond that to do my job effectively," he stated.  "So, it was either that, or step out now and allow the 
school board to allow a new superintendant time enough to establish themselves in a way that they 
will be familiar with the system and ready to deal with the school openings as their own," he said.  
"It's a bittersweet thing for me," he continued.  "But I know it's the right move for the community."

As for his next step, Mr. 
Hansen said he has some con-
sulting offers in the works.  He 
will no doubt be in high demand 
coming off his incredible suc-
cess here in Mountain House.  
May that success serve him 
well, as he has served us all far 
beyond any standard we could 
have expected.

At The Top Of His Game...
Continued page 7

Dale Hansen shows-off architectural drawings of MH High School
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Mountain House Matters! is brought to you by your Mountain House neighbors at Association News Network, Inc.  Published monthly as a free service to the Mountain House community, with a 
commitment and dedication to the growth and betterment of local groups and causes, Mountain House Matters! developed out of a clear need to reach more than just the online community.  Mailed 
through the USPS “Every Door Direct” mail program, Mountain House Matters is delivered monthly to all carrier-route addresses within the 95391 zip code.  Total distribution is growing as the 
number of homes we have grows, currently exceeding 3,600 pieces.  Production expenses are paid for by way of the generous advertising sponsorship support of our neighboring businesses and 
services.  We encourage your patronage of our sponsors, and are, of course, open to additional advertising sponsors.  Our page count will increase as does sponsorship support.

The views and comments expressed within the articles herein are intended to bring current neighborhood and community information to your door.  Publisher assumes no responsibility for 
any opinions and/or statements offered by contributing authors to the publication.  Please check with each group for further information as events change.  

"Moe 'The Hobo' Cat" is a copyrighted production of Mountain House Matters and Kyle Thomas. Use of the images, or comic strip in whole or in part without expressed written permission 
of the publisher is prohibited.

Acceptance of advertising material does not constitute endorsement of the products or services offered.  A.N.N., Inc. reserves the right to reject any advertising copy or placement.

© 2013, all rights reserved • Association News Network, Inc.  • www.AssociationNewsNetwork.com
Mailing address: 2455 Naglee Rd. #263 . Tracy, CA  95304  •  209.229.8240  •  fax 209.229.8328

Advertising placements and/or article consideration should be directed to:
 Bryan Harrison, Publisher: info@mhmatters.net • 209-597-8157

MH Community Services District:  www.MHCSD.com
230 S. Sterling Drive, Suite 100
MH Sheriff Services: Emergency - 911 • Non-Emergency - (209) 468-4400
MH Fire Services: Emergency - 911 • Non-Emergency - (209) 831-6700
MH Library:  www.ssjcpl.org/locations/county/mhouse.html
579 Wicklund Crossing -  hrs:  M 10am-3 pm  •  T 2pm-7 pm  •  W 1pm-6pm
   TH 2pm-7pm  •  F 12pm-5pm  •  Sa 12pm-5pm  •  Su 12 pm—5 pm

MH Friends of the Library:  
MH online Forum:  www.MHvillages.com
MH Wiki:  http://wiki.mhvillages.com/
MH Facebook Group:  www.facebook.com/groups/MountainHouse
San Joaquin County Animal Services:  (209) 953-6070

MH Asian-American Association: www.mhaaa.com
MH Autism Awareness:  search Mountain House Autism Awareness on Facebook
MH Cooks Club: www.facebook.com/groups/216816358451414/
MH Dog Club:  www.MHdogclub.com
MH Feral Cat Rescue:  www.MountainHouseCats.com - 209-597-8150
MH Flag Football, Inc.:  www.mhflagfootball.com
 (including: MH Tennis, Youth Cheer, Golf Club, & Kite Run)
MH Freecycle: http://groups.yahoo.com/group/Mtnhousefreecycle/ 
MH Gardeners Facebook Group: Search Mountain House Gardeners on FB
MH La Leche League:  www.lllnorcal.org/groups/LivermoreCA.html
MH Little League:  www.mountainhouselittleleague.org
MH Matters Facebook Page:  www.facebook.com/MountainHouseMatters
MH Mothers Club:  www.MHmothersclub.com
MH Poker Club: www.mhpoker.com
MH Recycle for Reading: contact Summer Wolfe (925) 570-8770
MH Running Club:  www.MHrunners.com
MH Sports, Inc.:  www.mh-sports.org 
 (including: "Hurricane Nation" football, and Youth Basketball)
MH Technologists Group: search "Mountain House Technologists" on Facebook
MH Wine Club:  www.MHwineclub.com
MH Soccer/West Coast Soccer Club:  http://westcoastsoccerclub.com
Macaroni Kid - MH/Brentwood:  www.MountainHouse.MacaroniKid.com
Neighborhood Watch:  
 Questa - www.facebook.com/groups/questamountainhouse.nw
Tracy Talks Community	page	for	Tracy	&	MH:  www.facebook.com/OfficialTracyTalks

Michelle Mason
Continued from page 2

is when we take time to remember and honor those we have lost to cancer. The Luminaria 
ceremony is at sundown and at that time we will also be lining our track with Luminaria bags. 
Luminaria bags can be purchased for a $10 donation and you can decorate them however you 
would like, to honor your survivors or remember your loved ones who lost the fight.” 

This year's Relay For Life of Mountain House is on June 22nd at Wicklund Elementary 
School.  For more info please go to www.relayforlife.org/mountainhouseca

As we continued talking I noticed Steve was just as knowledgeable and passionate for the 
cause. He proceeded to tell me about the evening events. “Every Team will have a campsite 
and those who want to stay the night can set up a tent.  Each team must also put together some 
kind of fundraiser to run throughout the day. It can be a raffle, game etc. “

Michelle jumped in with more information. I was enthralled! I did not know so much 
effort and heart went into this special 24-hour event.

“Each team member takes turns walking the track, usually in 1 hour increments. They 
must also help out at their team’s fundraiser. There will be themed laps as well!” 

At this point Michelle leaned over the counter and offered me more fudge. Not only was 
she captivating me with her kind smile and words, she can bake a mean fudge! According to 
Steve that’s not all she can make. When asked what his favorite restaurant was? He said “My 
house!  There is nothing in her repertoire I don’t like. I did after all marry her for her carnitas!” 

I’m sure you are wondering why she is considered a “fudge” and “Krispy Kreme dealer”. 
The proceeds from her Krispy Kreme sales go to her Relay for Life team. The fudge however 
goes to an entirely different cause. Have you heard the name Feral Cats mentioned around 
here a time or two? Michelle was visiting a friend who was bottle-feeding 16 kittens and she 
decided then and there to help.  Why this cause? Michelle said, “Not many people know how 
important the Feral Cat rescue is. Initially I made a couple batches of fudge, but people kept 
buying it so I continued to make more! I believe I’ve made about $200 thus far.” The Feral 
Cat rescue team is a supporter of Relay For Life so Michelle wanted to return the favor. What 
a sweetheart right? Her kindness and generosity doesn’t stop there. 

She recently started a group called “Mountain House Comfort from the Kitchen.” This 
is a group that helps families who are going through life changing events and could possibly 
use a hand with dinner to ease the burden. I asked her what brought on this idea. 

“There is nothing here for people who are going through a death in the family, a major 
surgery or something like that. There are quite a few people who have signed up to help.” As 
you can tell, cooking is a way for Michelle to give from her heart. She is part of the Mountain 
House cooking club, candy making events, Crepe parties and morning brunches! “I like to 
invite my friends to these events.  It helps to get others involved who may not know anyone. 
Mountain House is what you make of it. I run into people who don’t know about these clubs 
or about the forum so I inform them.” 

We need more people like Michelle don’t you think Mountain House? She’s a spokesperson 
for her peers and someone who includes the entire community. 

I’m sure you are wondering what her response was for winning Resident of the Month. 
“I can name five people who deserve it more than I do.” 

There you have it Mountain House, another deserving (and humble) member of our 
community. Well-done. 

To find Mountain House Relay for Life on facebook please go to: https://www.facebook.
com/pages/Relay-For-Life-of-Mountain-House/140173222751443

For information on Mountain House Comfort in the Kitchen please contact Michelle 
Mason on facebook for details.

mailto:info@mhmatters.net
http://www.MHvillages.com
http://www.MHvillages.com
http://www.MHvillages.com
http://www.mhaaa.com
http://www.facebook.com/groups/216816358451414/
http://www.MHdogclub.com
http://www.MountainHouseCats.com
http://www.mhflagfootball.com
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/Mtnhousefreecycle/
http://www.lllnorcal.org/groups/LivermoreCA.html
http:// www.mountainhouselittleleague.org
http://www.MHmothersclub.com
http://www.MHmothersclub.com
http://www.mh-sports.org
http://www.MHwineclub.com
http://www.MountainHouse.MacaroniKid.com
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MH Wine Club Christens Anderson's New Home with May Tasting Event
Photos by Bryan Harrison
www.MHwineclub.com

•	 List	with	a	Local	Expert

•		 Free	Home	Value	Report

•		 Proven	Track	Record

•	 70+	Home	Sales	in
 Mountain House Alone!

We	Now	Have	Equity	in	Our	Town!
Feeling Ready to Sell?  I Can Help You Maximize Value

	 Gevon	Polgar		 Call:	408-203-3596			 Realtor/CDPE

www.GevonPolgar.com

Gevon Polgar is a Top Producing, Full Service Realtor and Expert Short Sale Specialist who represents 
both buyers and sellers with a 100% Success Rate on all his Short Sale transactions. Gevon has the 
experience, qualifications and skillset to handle all types of complex transactions.

The Mountain House Wine Club 
invaded the new home of Josh Anderson 
& Treasure Molina Saturday, May 18, 
2013, as some 78 people joined in the 
festivities throughout the evening. Fol-
lowing the opening mix n share tasting, 
with a variety of wines for the sampling 
brought by members, the pairings on the 
evening were splendid. A contest was 
held with several members competing on 
their ability to entice another member to 
"purchase" a particular varietal, was won 
by Sara Karam Holtz. Very fun time was 
had by all, with yet another "after-party" 
continuing a bit later into the evening.
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 Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu - 
Kids @1pm • Adults @2:30pm
Wicklund Park Pavilion
Every Sunday
www.Mtnhousejiujitsu.com

  

Zumba returns
7-8pm -Wicklund School MPR

Youth Action Com. Mtg
6:30pm - MHCSD Building

MH Wine Club - 7-10pm 
info at: www.MHwineclub.com

Zumba
7-8pm -Wicklund School MPR

Taco Thursday
5-8pm -MH Bar - All ages

Taco Thursday
5-8pm -MH Bar - All agesMHCSD Board Meeting

and Final Budget Meeting
7pm -MHCSD Building

Zumba
7-8pm -Wicklund School MPR

Taco Thursday
5-8pm -MH Bar - All ages

Zumba
7-8pm -Wicklund School MPR

No Zumba

No Zumba

Zumba
7-8pm -Wicklund School MPR

Taco Thursday
5-8pm -MH Bar - All ages

Zumba
7-8pm -Wicklund School MPR

Taco Thursday
5-8pm -MH Bar - All ages

Open Mic Jam 
2-6pm -MH Bar - All ages

Open Mic Jam 
2-6pm -MH Bar - All ages

Open Mic Jam 
2-6pm -MH Bar - All ages

Open Mic Jam 
2-6pm -MH Bar - All ages

All dates and events subject to change.  Check with your respective groups to verify
To submit your community-oriented event for consideration on the Mountain House Matters monthly calendar,

please email event info, date, time, and location to: info@mhmatters.net

Last Day of School -
Summer Vacation begins

June  Mountain House Community Events Calendar

Happy Fathers' Day!

8th Annual
MH Kite Run - 8am 
info at: www.MHkiterun.com
MH Kite Festival  - 10am-5pm

www.ShaunSells.com

*Free In-Home Consultation

DRE# 01896658

Call Shaun Zamrykut
      209-207-2084

Interested in Selling Your Home?

Mountain House - Top Producer 
Mountain House  - Local Expert

4

4

WSF Movie Night  Doors 6:30, 
7pm start - Wicklund School MPR
- see page 13

Parade & Picnic 
- see page 11

Public Safety Meeting 
6:30 pm - www.MHCSD.com

Master Restrictions 
Workshop 
1:00 pm - MHCSD Building


