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Tremendous Turn-Out For Latest 
MH Community Meeting
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By Bryan Harrison
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Community Turns 
Out In Support 
of MHFCR Silent 
Auction

The Mountain House Feral Cat Rescue's second 
annual Silent Auction Fund Raiser Thursday, Septem-
ber 26, 2013, at the Mountain House Bar & Cafe was 
a rockin' affair.  Perfect weather graced the Thursday 
evening sky - the night chosen to fall in stride with 
the venue's standard Taco Thursday evening, still a 
natural draw for a good number of residents.  

We were blessed with the generosity of nearly 
100 donated auction items we were able to present 
for auction-goers, ranging from homemade dessert 
and food items, to high-tech electronics and a primo 
vacation package to a fine Napa Valley getaway.  

continued page 10continued page 3

There's a lot happening in our little community. With 
the launching of the newest village, building of both the 
high school and Altamont School, and talk of the Town 
Center, the biggest crowd in recent memory turned out 
Thursday, September 12, 2013 for the somewhat quar-
terly Mountain House Community Meeting. 

Held this time around at Bethany School, the meet-
ing featured a host of community leaders, and regional 
representatives. New MH General Manager, Jan Mc-
Clintock conducted the meeting in fine fashion. CSD 
President, Celeste Farron welcomed the crowd, asking 
how many were there for the first time. Nearly half the 
people present raised their hands, with most of those 
being new Questa residents.

The evening moved along quickly, with quick 
presentations from the Youth Action Committee, and a 
rep from Congressman Jerry McNerney's office, before 

Richard Clayton, from new Water Service Provider 
Severn Trent, and his associate, stepped up to discuss 
the recent billing issues. 

New MH High School Principal showed up with the 
newest addition to his family, just as new Lammersville 
Unified School District Superintendent Dr. Kirk Nicho-

las took his turn addressing the crowd.
Community Services Department 

Director, Morgan Groover, then discussed 
the new commitment to enforcement of 
the Master Restrictions, introducing new 
Inspector/Code Enforcement officer, Ce-
dric Hathorn.

Next came David Sargent, of Shea 
Mountain House, LLC, who provided a 

wealth of information, including: the booming growth in 
Questa Village; developments in Neighborhood C - now 
known as Hansen Village; and, he addressed specifically 
the latest progress on both the ever-present question of a 
grocery store, and plans for the new Town Center.

Mr. Sargent, as announced in the September issue 
of MH Matters, that the path is now clear for Shea to 
negotiate with potential grocery chains to anchor our 
shopping center at the corner of Byron Rd & MH Pkwy. 
Also, plans for the Town Center are being reviewed and 
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Attend The Mountain House

Saturday, October 19th
Questa School Multi-Purpose Room

685 N. Montebello St.  •  10:00 a.m. & 2:00 p.m. - Lunch to be served in-between the two sessions
- see page 5

Town Center Community Workshops

http://www.mhmatters.net
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September MH Wine Club Another Delight
By Bryan Harrison
Photo gallery at: Facebook.com/MountainHouseMatters

If you have considered selling your home here in 
Mountain House, we highly recommend :

3  Use a local Realtor who understands the unique 
 Mountain House Market 
3  Use a Realtor who lives in our community
3  Choose a Local Realtor who has a proven track record 
 here in Mountain House.

Results That Move You

JOSHUA ANDERSON
584 Burk Ct

Mountain House CA 95391

To find the FREE value of your home, visit: www.MHhomeValue.com

Your Family Realtors 
we will sell your home for top dollar

Call or Text 24/7 
209.676-8999

enter PIN# 5966

Joshua Anderson Realtor  #01880040 MH Resident 209.688.5251
Treasure Molina Realtor #01892442 MH Resident 209.814.2011
John Reed   -   Team Anderson  MH Resident  510.414.2342
David Torres  -  Team Anderson  MH Resident 408.203.2082  -  Hablo Espanol
Starr Fernandes  -  Transaction Coordinator  650.544.8373

Meet with any Team Anderson Member today to determine 
what you will make from the sale of your home:

The Mountain House Wine Club enjoyed 
a fine tasting and pairing at the home of Tom 
and Anna Inveen September 14, 2013. The 
ever-popular club typically limits monthly 
participants to just 50 people, in order to keep 
things manageable. As the group has grown, 
getting in on the first 50 has become more 
and more of a challenge. 

Case in point: the September wine event 
filled up in just 36 minutes! Very shortly be-
fore the event, Anna Inveen waived the limit, 
inviting all who cared to come to join in. In 
the end, it was a nicely attended event, never 
feeling too crowded. Another lovely evening 
with friends and neighbors.

In the absense of Josh Anderson, Celeste Farron 
stepped up to thank our hosts Tom & Anna Inveen.

Vanessa Peccinini, with husband Chris Cline, and 
Patricia Harrison, at the September Wine event.

Our lovely hostess, Anna Inveen

Jaco Swanepoel and Chef Jeff Naleway share a laugh.Host Tom Inveen describes the delightful Chicken Marsala food pairing.

Celeste Farron and Linda Burkett

Janet  and Paul Horst

Neighbors Jenn Snyder and Sara Holtz.

Anne-marie and Jaco Swanepoel

Zin, with a chocolate des-
sert pairing, with a hint of 
cayenne.  
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From your neighbors at
263 W Adoncia Dr., Mountain House, CA 95391

September 25, 2013
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www.MHmatters.net

Submit Your Article or Event Info 
from our online 

Content Submissions Form, at:
A Huge THANKS to all our 

Advertising Sponsors!
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amended. He invited all in the community to come out October 19th for Town Cen-
ter Workshops at 10am and 2pm at Questa School. Shea is looking for community 
input on what we want, and how the Town Center should look.

Next came County Supervisor Bob Elliott's representative, followed by Sheriff 
Steve Moore and, finally, Fire Department Division Chief Andy Kellogg.

Many issues were addressed.  Of particular interest to many may be the report 
from Sheriff Steve Moore.  

The San Joaquin Sheriff's Department contract with Mountain House for po-
lice services, as most folks in town know.  That service includes a total of six (6) 
full-time deputies, providing 24/7 coverage.  That staff rotates shifts and coverage 
within our borders.  

While it is fairly minimal coverage, especially as we continue to grow, Sheriff 
Moore reported that crime, on the whole, is very low in Mountain House.

"Nothing stands out as alarming in past two years," he said.  He also noted the 
degree to which the sheriff's department relies on our residents.  "You guys are eyes 
and ears for us.  Let us know if you see something suspicious."

In fact, there is a new crime prevention tool available to Mountain House resi-
dents, called   "Text a tip".  You can text the San Joaquin County Sheriff's office  
anonymously.  There is an icon on their homepage, or simply send a text, to "crimes" 
(instead of a number).  A call will get generated, and you will receive a call back.  
"Crimes" on a phone pad is done by the numbers "274637".  www.sjsheriff.org

Additionally, he said, "If you see somebody who doesn't belong, call us.  
Through the Auto Theft Task Force, we now provide free to families with high 
risk cars the anti-theft device called "The Club" Call 209-468-4140 for more info."

A question came up about traffic enforcement.  The Sheriff stated that CHP is in 
charge of traffic control, but they can and will stop someone blatantly in violation.

Community Meeting
continued from page 1

One of several porta-potties placed by sports leagues at neighborhood parks.

The Mountain House Community Service District Board of Directors held their 
monthly board meeting Wednesday, September 13, 2013.  They had a full slate of 
issues, as is the norm, including a report and some feedback from the Fire Chief, 
as the board is reviewing the contract expense ratio for our fire services compared 
with police services.  Bottom line there is more research is needed.

They also were met with a bit of a connunddrum, as the issue of a good number 
of rather unsitely porta-potties have cropped up at our various community parks.  
Brought in by the local sports leagues to help accommodate the large numbers 
of families particiating and supporting athletic events, porta-potties offer a much 
needed solution.

The question arises, why don't we have proper restroom facilities in the neigh-
borhood parks?

The quick answer is that the Mountain House Master Plan did not allow for 
bathrooms in neighborhood parks, as sports league useage of these parks was not 
anticipated. The ultimate plan is that sports leagues will use the high school fields.  
Of course, that's not yet an option, so the board must consider what, if anything 
can, or should be done.

After much discussion, the board decided to have staff look into a variety of 
options for restroom facilities at neighborhood parks.  Besides the growing eyesore 
that the innumerous outhouses bring to our neighboorhoods, the more important 
concern is that there are potentially severe liability, as well as budget, issues the 
community faces that must be considered.

Just one example that was brought to light by General Manager McClintock 
and Mr. Groover was the concern that, should an outhouse be overturned, either by 
vandals, by accident, or even by the wind, there are severely strict environmental  
pollution fines the community would be at risk of having levied on us.  Addition-
ally, the cost of clean-up could become extreme.

Further investigation on costs and options are to be had.  Stay tuned for an 
update soon.

CSD Takes-On Tough Issues

mailto:info@mhmatters.net
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Will the Shutdown Affect Real Estate?
Submitted by Gevon Polgar

The most frequent question about the government 
shutdown in regards to real estate that I am asked is, 
“Gevon, how will this government shutdown affect the 
housing market and real estate?” 

Before answering, I would like to summarize a few 
key factors in regards to government-backed mortgages 
as this will affect the purchasing, selling and the refinanc-
ing of real estate.

First, let’s start with FHA and VA. It’s been reported 
that FHA and VA will continue lending during the gov-
ernment shutdown. Applications for all government-

backed mortgages will continue to be processed during a government shutdown, according 
to the U.S. Dept. of Housing and Urban Development (HUD).  HUD originally said on 
Friday that it would stop working on applications for loans guaranteed by the FHA if the 
government shuts down. However, it changed that position over the weekend. 

In more depth, the reason for that mix-up was the initial draft of the U.S. Department 
of Housing and Urban Development’s contingency plan mistakenly stated that single-
family loan operations would cease. The report was amended over the weekend. HUD 
said it will continue processing loans "in order to support the health and stability of the 
U.S. mortgage market."

Fannie Mae and Freddie Mac also said their operations will not be affected by the 
shutdown. The GSEs pay for their operations out of the fees collected from lenders.

“Because we are able to endorse loans, we don’t expect the impact on the housing 
market to be significant, as long as the shutdown is brief,” continues the HUD report. “If 
the shutdown lasts and our commitment authority runs out, we do expect that potential 
homeowners will be impacted, as well as home sellers and the entire housing market.”

Now let’s talk about USDA, one of the loan products that I continue to assist my clients 
with, especially here in Mountain House, Lathrop and other qualified rural areas. In fact, 
I just assisted my clients with their first home purchase and we closed this past Tuesday. 
The USDA says that no new housing loans or guarantees will be issued through its Rural 
Development programs in a shutdown. The department also warns that such a scenario 
could cause “a setback in construction start-up,” and if the shutdown lasts for an extended 
period, “a substantial reduction in housing available in rural areas relative to population.”

Although the agencies may still be processing FHA and VA loans, we still have an 
important factor to consider while processing these loans during a government shutdown. 

Let’s think about the IRS’s role for a minute…During the underwriting process of a 
mortgage loan, it is required to provide your tax returns and complete a 4506T. A 4506T 
allows the lender to request and verify tax transcripts from the IRS. If the IRS is shutdown, 
how can the lenders clear this condition? This may cause delays in underwriting therefore 
causing delays in closings all together. However, many loan originators are adopting revised 
policies during the shutdown, such as allowing for processing and closings with income 
verification to follow, as long as the borrower has signed a Form 4506T requesting IRS tax 
transcripts and that they have the signed form on file. This is not a condition set by FHA 
or VA, but an added lender overlay. 

As for the Making Home Affordable program including HAMP and HAFA, which I 
am currently working Short Sale transactions under. I am also asked “Gevon, how does 
this affect our HAFA Short Sale?” The good news is HAMP and HAFA, will not be af-
fected as the program is funded through the Emergency Economic Stabilization Act which 
is mandatory spending not discretionary. These programs will continue.

So, to answer the most frequent question that I am asked, “Gevon, how will this gov-
ernment shutdown affect the housing market and real estate?” The answer is that most of 
the programs impacting real estate will be minimally affected and as long as the shutdown 
is brief, the housing market shouldn’t be affected too much, but if it is extended, we may 
see it take its toll on the housing market and overall economy. Only time will tell.

Progress Happening On 
Grantline @ Byron

Westbound Grantline Rd. approaching Byron Rd. intersection.  New lane nearly ready to pour.

Community

Expansion construction of Grantline Rd at the intersection of Byron Rd - the 
notorious intersection - is now well under way.  A right turn lane is being added on 
Grantline to make it plainly visible which cars are turning right.  A traffic signal 
is reportedly being installed, as well.  Hope is to have it complete before Winter.



Mountain House Matters! October 2013 5

As the planning effort moves forward on the Mountain House town center at the 
corner of Mountain House Parkway and Byron Road, the development team of Shea 
Mountain House is conducting a community workshop as an opportunity for residents 
to provide their voice in creating a vision and plan. 

The Town Center Community Workshop will be held on Saturday, October 19 
at Sebastian Questa Elementary School at 685 Montebello Street where there is a 
choice of two sessions, 

10am – 12:30pm or 2pm – 4:30pm. Lunch will be served from 12:30 – 2:00pm 
and childcare is available. Visit MountainHouseWorkshop.com for more details 
and to make a reservation.

MH Town Center Community Workshops
Submitted by Shea Mountain House, LLC

"When, in our lives, are we as a community ever afforded the opportunity to 
have our thoughts, wishes, ideas about the future of our own town sought 
out and heard? This is an awesome chance to learn about what our developer 
has in mind, and offer our input. All residents should attend!"
          Bryan Harrison

Attend The Mountain House

Saturday, October 19th
Questa School Multi-Purpose Room

685 N. Montebello St.  •  10:00 a.m. & 2:00 p.m. - 
Lunch to be served in-between the two sessions

Altamont School Taking Shape

Photos by Bryan Harrison

Daily construction 
from the 

W. Piedmont Dr. 
viewpoint.

Altamont School is 
quickly taking 
shape - from the 
W. St. Francis Ave. 
perspective.

 2455 N. Naglee Rd
Tracy, CA 95304
209-830-1526
• Mailbox Services
  (Physical Street Address)
• Notary Services
• Computer Services
• Live Scan Services

$2.00 OFF 
Notary Services

(No Limit)

Coupon Valid At Both Locations 
Offer Expires 01/31/14

3 Months Free 
w/12 Month Mailbox 
Contract At Regular Price
(New Box Holders Only)

Coupon Valid At Both Locations 
Offer Expires 01/31/14

15% OFF
Next Day Air & 

2nd Day Air
Packages Only (No Limit)
Coupon Valid At Both Locations 

Offer Expires 01/31/14

  793 S. Tracy Blvd
Tracy, CA 95376
209-830-5044                 

• Copy Services
• Fax Services 
• Packaging Services
• UPS Shipping
• Postal Services

49¢
Color Copy 

Special
(Limit 100)

Coupon Valid At Both Locations 
Offer Expires 01/31/14

Now TWO Great Locations

MH Dog Club To Hold Membership 
Meeting Sunday, October 13
Submitted by Amanda Avila

The Mountain House Dog Club is pleased to announce our annual member-
ship meeting, this Sunday, October 13, 2013, at Questa Park.  Whether you're 
a current member or not, we welcome your attendance.  This is a chance for us 
to get some feedback from our neighbors in the community.  We look forward 
to getting to know more of you, and hearing your ideas, concerns, and thoughts 
about our dog club.

With the recent "Bark For Your Park" win, the club is in a position to soon 
begin discussions about the next step(s) in that process.  We know a lot of you 
helped with the voting to make that happen, and welcome your input.

So, please plan to join us for an hour or so, from 3:00 - 4:00 p.m. this Sunday 
at Questa Park.

For more, go to our site, at: www.mhdogclub.com, or like us on Facebook:  
www.facebook.com/groups/mhdogclub.

Hope to see you there!
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Bowling For Dollars!
When you go bowling at West Valley Bowl in Tracy, don't forget to mention Wicklund to give our 
school $0.50 for ever $3.50 spent!!  It's that easy!
West Valley Bowl is open Sunday-Friday 10am - 6pm, Mondays opening at noon.
Thank you for your support!

School Foundations' October Schedules

WSF Submitted by Airika Smith-Payne, President  
www. wicklundschoolfoundation.org • president@wicklundschoolfoundation.org

Saturday, October 12
ABSF /WSF FALL CARNIVAL
Monday, October 14 - 18
EARTH SCIENCE WEEK (BSF & KOHL's)
Friday, October 18
BSF DINNER NIGHT IN! @ BETHANY
Thursday, October 31
HALLOWEEN

BSF Submitted by Lynnete Hapgood, President  •  www.bethanyschoolfoundation.org • president@bethanyschoolfoundation.org

Wicklund School Foundation

Bethany School Foundation

Come out and have fun at 
Questa School Foundation’s Fall Carnival
Saturday October 26th from 4-8PM! 
Class and School Club Booths to win fun prizes
iPad mini and Other Raffle Prizes
Delicious Food & Drinks
Haunted House
Trunk or Treat
Bounce Houses
AWESOME DJ!
Children's unlimited play wristbands 
will be available for purchase at the event. 
Make an evening out of it and help support our school!

Questa/QSF events for a fun-filled October 2013:
October 11 Mixedbag Designs order forms due! Thank you!
October 22 Dessert Night Out* Menchie’s Frozen Yogurt (11am - 10pm, Tracy)
October 24-25 Student of the Month assemblies (what is oct character trait?)
October 26 QSF's 3rd Annual Fall Carnival (4pm - 8pm, Questa campus) 
October 28–November 1 Red Ribbon Week
October 31 Halloween Parade

*For Dinner/Dessert Night Out, flyers will go home with Questa students and will also be avail-
able at the school office.  Both events will also accept flyers from facebook or QSF's website 
to be shown on a mobile device. QSF thanks you all for your support and please remember to 
thank the owners and staff for donating a portion of the sales to our school!  
 
Please visit www.questaschoolfoundation.org and www.facebook.com/questaschoolfoundation

BSF Submitted by Michelle Matousek, QSF President   
www.questaschoolfoundation.org

Questa School Foundation

BSF / WSF Fall Carnival!
Saturday, October 12, 2013

Fall Carnival is a fun-filled event for the whole family.  With game booths, food, prize room, haunted house, 
and local entertainment, parents and children are sure to enjoy this annual event.
Carnival Vendors:  Time is running out!! Vendor spots will be closing soon and will not be held without payment! 

Don't miss a chance to grow your business, shorten your commute and/or share your talents with your neighbors.

6th Annual MH Fire Dept 
Pancake Breakfast Oct 12

The Mountain House Fire Department is hosting their sixth annual Pan-
cake Breakfast Saturday morning, October 12, 2013.  Visit the Fire Station 
at 911 Tradition St. as fire fighters will be flipping flap jacks.  Activities for 
the kids are planned, and more.  A great way to start the day!

4600 S. Tracy Blvd., Suite #118  •  Tracy, CA
209-834-0744

www.facebook.com/SolutionsMedicalSpa

• Botox
• Juvederm
• Laser Hair Removal
• Obagi Skin Care
•  Permanente Make-Up

SPEcIALIzINg IN:
• Facials
• Microdermabrasion
• Waxing
• Latisse

Dr. Makker & Veronica Yerian, RN

Thank you from Solutions Medical Spa, 
and businesses located within the spa:  Dr. Makker, 
Veronica, Erin, Janine, Ron, Sandy, Alicia, and Greg.

http://www. wicklundschoolfoundation.org
mailto:president@wicklundschoolfoundation.org
http://www.bethanyschoolfoundation.org
mailto:president@bethanyschoolfoundation.org
http://www.questaschoolfoundation.org
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Autumn is in the Air
Submitted by Sangeetha Bharath 

Hello Friends, today we will talk about blood pressure. 
To define, blood pressure is a measurement of the force against the walls of the arteries as the 

heart pumps blood through the body. Heart pumps blood into arteries and carries them to the body.  
High blood pressure is dangerous for the body.  It makes the heart work harder to pump the blood to 
the body, hardens the arteries, and ultimately leads to heart failure. 

The exact cause of high blood pressure is not known but there are many factors that play a role 
in causing it.  

Some of the factors are like: 
 being over-weight; 
 smoking;
 too much salt in your diet;
 too much alcohol consumption;
  stress, older age, genetics etc.  
To cure high blood pressure one must exercise for at least 30 minutes a day and eat a healthy 

diet.  High blood pressure is also called essential hypertension, for this kind the exact cause cannot 
be determined.  This kind tends to run in one's family, and mostly affects men over women.  Majority 
of them are salt sensitive. 

However, when the exact cause of blood pressure is identified, that condition is called secondary 
hypertension.  One of the main causes is kidney diseases.  

If you think you might have high blood pressure, please see your doctor.  Prevention is always 
better than the cure.  

Mountain House is a wonderful place, do thirty minutes of exercise out in the sun, eat a healthy 
diet and stay healthy.  

Submitted by: Sukhjanvir Grewal

High Blood Pressure 
Causes and Symptoms

Shop Avon On-line 
or at Home

with personal delivery and 
guaranteed satisfaction.

DIANA HUERTA
AVON Independent Sales Rep

Mountain House, Ca 95391

(209) 407-9521
www.youravon.com/dianahuerta

Summer’s over! Everyone is probably up to their necks in 
homework. While you push in math, science, English-language 
arts, history, and whatever else you overachievers do, make 
sure you take some time off to relax. 

Get ready!! Halloween is coming soon! With the start of fall comes the best day of 
all— Halloween! Halloween is often a big deal— finding the right costume is critical! 

Here are some ideas for your costume:
 Angel
 Devil
 Werewolf
 Princess
 Darth Vader (reaching out to all fellow Star Wars fans!)
 Wizard
 Fairy
 Unicorn
 Pirate
 Robot
 Alien
 Zombie
 Superhero
These are just a few ideas out of so many! You can buy a costume or go through the 

fun experience of making it yourself! 
Honestly, life gets boring. As teenagers we grudge through an endless routine— we 

are drones amidst society: wake up, food, school, food, homework, food, sleep. Maybe a 
few strange things that you didn’t know can make your day a little bit more interesting.

1. If a horse statue (in the park or public area) with a person on it has all four legs on the 
 ground, the person died naturally. If the horse has one front leg in the air, the person 

died as a result of wounds in battle. If the 
horse has both front legs in the air, then the 
person died in battle.

2. During World War II, because metal 
 was in short supply, Oscars were 
 made of wood.
3. Flutterby was the original name of 
 the butterfly.
4. It is impossible to lick your own 
 elbow.
5. Popsicles, Braille, and Superman 
 were all invented by teenagers.
6. The Guinness Book of Records holds 
 the record for being the book most 
 often stolen from public libraries.
7. At least 50 percent of people who 
 read this will try to lick their elbow.
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Services District Launches 
Open Town Hall
Submitted by Mountain House Community Services District

The Mountain House Community 
Service District has launched Open Town 
Hall, an exciting online platform designed 
to engage citizens in a conversation that 
will harness their input on important issues.

Officials will read the statements 
and incorporate them into the decision-
making process. Further, the district aims 
to empower citizens by providing them 
information on each issue to enrich online 
comment and to provide more opportuni-
ties for citizen interaction and engagement.

"We want the public to be part of the 
process and they’re online,” said Spokes-
person. "This is an incredibly cost-effective 
way to empower residents to participate in 
city decisions from the privacy and conve-
nience of their own home."

The first topic on Open Town Hall 
asks, “Which features would you like to 
see in the new neighborhood park?” You 
can read what others are saying about 
the proposed ordinance, and share your 
own opinion at www.peakdemocracy.
com/1486.

Peak Democracy, a non-partisan 
company based in Northern California, 
developed the online platform. Their mis-
sion is to broaden civic engagement and 
build public trust in government. About 60 
other cities and counties across the country 
are using Open City Hall including Lake 
Oswego, Humboldt County, Palo Alto, Salt 
Lake City, and Saint Paul.

Buyers: Personal Tours
Sellers: Strong Marketing
Investors: Market Analysis

Short Sales & Notary

DRE #01876560

925-290-8578
www.AngelLamb.com

Angel Lamb
Realtor®

Mountain House Resident & Real Estate Specialist

Flaunt
Flaunt it!If  you've got it,

Christine Palmer
owner/colorist/stylist

925 580 9849
goodhairday4me2@yahoo.com

148 Ray Street Suite E&F  Pleasanton  CA  94566

http://www.AngelLamb.com
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Jackie Dekker

"Mountain House Resident of the Month" is the brainchild of longtime resident Josh 
Anderson.  Josh, along with wife & partner, Treasure Molina, decided that some form of 
recognition should be extended to the many great people of our fine community.  Together, the 
duo put together a web site that allows residents to vote for those they feel most deserving of 
such recognition, with a focus on those generally too humble for such accolades.  The program 
is that of Josh and Treasure.  

We at Mountain House Matters had been thinking that a profile on a worthy resident each 
month would be a good thing.  As it happened, local writer, photographer, full-time mom, and 
sometimes Hang-Over Hero, Aleyta Meldrum, had been hoping to be involved in interviewing 
chosen residents and writing profile-type articles.

Utilizing the democratic voting process Josh & Treasure set up seemed a natural fit, offering 
some specific direction for defining a profile subject.  

So it is with great pleasure that Mountain House Matters now features the "Mountain 
House Resident Of The Month".  For more, and to vote for the resident you deem most worthy, 
go to: www.MHresidents.com

Mountain House Resident Of The Month:

Serving Community Through Animal Care

Continued on page 18

By Aleyta Meldrum

To be nominated and win the honor of Mountain House Resident of the Month is not something 
one lobbies for.  In fact, humility in the service one does for the community is a key component 
for those who stand out.  Yet, being named Resident of the Month is, indeed, something to feel 
proud of.  

To meet a resident I personally have not known before who accepts this honor with the grace 
and humility as this ROTM is a pleasure for me. And, so it was for me in meeting her, just one of 
the many reasons I fell in like with this month’s winner, Jacqueline Lacaze Dekker. 

One of the primary reasons members of the community are nominated for this award is because 
of their dedication and service to Mountain House.  Once again a growing community, there are 
still scars to heal from the deep crevice Mountain House experienced in the economic downturn.  
Though we, as a community, have clearly turned the corner and begun to grow and thrive once 
again, during the time when so many people lost their homes, many who had to leave, left their 
pets behind - especially cats.  Step forward a generation or two (which happens in a hurry with 
cats), and those feline descendents fending for themselves quickly become feral, or wild.  These 
feral cats will go on to have more kittens and so forth. They multiply, a bit like rabbits, presenting 
a problem that won’t cure itself. As an animal lover, this is an issue Jacqueline takes seriously.  
She, along with a group of neighbors she helped organize, has taken it upon herself to tackle this 
problem. Her answer? The Mountain House Feral Cat Rescue (MHFCR).  This group utilizes 
a process known as "TNR" (Trap, Neuter, Return), proven to be the most effective and humane 
method to curb the continuing growth of feral cats in a given area.  You can visit the website and 
learn more about how you can help here: www.mountainhousecats.com.

“I was a 'dog person' before all of this,” she told me.  It all started with Albert. Jacqueline was 
on a walk and heard some very loud whining noises in the bushes. She saw a lone cat - clearly not 
someone's pet - and ran home to tell her husband. They both returned and Jackie, at the time not 
wanting to handle the cat, made her husband pick him up! They took him home, groomed him, 
and she decided he was their new family member. 

“All I knew is I wanted to make this kitty happy. And that’s what I did,” she told me, with 
such passion in her voice. I got to meet Albert and see the love both she and her husband, Scott, 
have for him, and the love that is returned from kitty to owners! 

One of the most amazing things she mentioned during our visit together was this story. “There 
was a litter recently where the kittens were rejected by their mom and we had to bottle feed them 
every two hours all day and night long. Scott would take evenings and we would take turns feeding 
them just to make sure they got what they needed.”  All I could think about while she was telling 
me this was who is this angel and how lucky are these animals that they have her in their lives?! 

The MHFCR was started when Jackie overheard fellow MH resident Anne-marie Swane-
poel talking about the need for help with the feral cats.  Anne-marie had been practicing TNR on 
her own for some time and had become a bit overwhelmed with the scale of the problem. They 
pulled together some of their respective friends and neighbors for a gathering at Jackie's house, 
and from there MHFCR was born. 

“We have survived from 100% 
donations," Jackie said.  "We got 
a big boost last September from a 
silent auction developed by Patricia 
Harrison,” she added with a note of 
pride.  "Funds raised there carried 
us effectively through the Winter."  
The success of the auction has 
made it an annual event, with the 
second one having just been held 
in late September this year.  

The people who make-up MHFCR are passionate, loving individuals who have come to 
together to help the feral cats. And we have Jacqueline to thank for a lot of this. “I have had to 
learn everything as I've gone along.  I feel like my strongest asset to this organization is my desire 
to find the kittens that so often come along with the trapping process a forever home.”  

Offspring from feral cats are not necessarily wild themselves.  When trapped at a young 
enough age, they can be nurtured and domesticated to be as loving as any regular house cat.

Jacqueline and Scott recently started a regular adoption fair, and now go to Pet Food Express 
in Livermore every single Sunday from 10-4 to find these kittens their "forever homes". 

Jackie’s Top 5 Tips for Pet Owners:
1. Dog owners should pick up after their pets. 
 Carry bags during walks.
2. Extended leashes aren’t always the best. 
 You don’t have as much control over the dog 
 as a shorter leather leash.
3. Get a walking collar for your dog
4. Make sure your dogs are micro chipped
5. Please get tags for your dogs!
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Rockin' the house was a band of 
Mountain House residents who agreed 
to come together in a volunteer effort 
to entertain the crowd, including: Bob 
Corden, Matt Legusis, John Reed, and 
myself, along with special guest vocalist 
and showman Jason Medeiros.

"We had a lofty goal in an effort 
to outdo the tremendous showing we 
enjoyed in our first auction last year," 
stated MHFCR Community Outreach 
Coordinator, Patricia Harrison.  

The 2012 auction raised close to 
$3,000, enough to keep our grassroots 
organization afloat through this past 
Winter.  

"Our community has been so gen-
erous in supporting our cause," Patricia 
stated flatly.  "We are really just a group 
of neighbors who came together to at-
tempt to do something to help alleviate 
the growing problem of feral cats in our 
community," she explained.

As an organization, MHFCR estab-
lished itself in a big way last year, gain-
ing support not only with the community 
at large for the "trap, neuter, return" 
process, but also coming to a viable 
agreement to do so on public lands on 
behalf of the MHCSD.  

Terms of the CSD agreement are for 
payment for TNR costs, which are paid 
directly to local veterinareans who have 
agreed to a discounted rate.

The group filed early this year for 
federal non-profit status as a 501c(3) 
organization.  Approval has been a 
long time in coming.  However, on the 
very date the Silent Auction was to be 
held, MHFCR President Jackie Dekker 
recieved word from the Internal Rev-
enue Service that their filing would be 
approved within a four week time frame.  
She announced that fine news at the 
beginning of the auction.

Having so many auction and raffle 
items made for some exceptionally good 
deals received by many an auction-goer.  
Not many bidding wars were seen.  Yet, 
by night's end, MHFCR achieved Patri-
cia's stated goal of raising $4,500.

Thanks to all who came out.  Thanks 
to the MH Bar, and proprietor Josie Al-
varez.  Thanks to the band for rockin' 
the night.  And, thanks to all our crew.  
You guys rock!

continued from page 1

u Live Music On Saturdays
u Friday Night Wine Pourings
u Full Wine Bar
u Custom Gift Baskets
u Port, Cigars, and Beer

Bring in this ad for15% offEntire Purchase

A Friendly Local 
  Wine Tasting Experience

2467 Naglee Rd., Tracy
Tracy Pavilion (Next To Massage Envy)

 (209) 839-2200
www.vino100tracy.com

expires 10/31/13

MHFCR Silent Auction
Rocks The House

Photos by Amanda Avila
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Mountain House Dental
Isabela L. Putzlacher, DDS

209.839.8755
•  Laser Dentistry with Waterlase MD
•  Gentle and Personalized Treatment
•  Digital X-rays /Intra Oral Camera
•  White Fillings, Veneers & Crowns
•  Teeth Whitening, Sealants
•  Emergencies Welcome
•  Nitrous Oxide Available

Now Offering

One Appointment 

crown
CEREC Machine

561 Wicklund Crossing (next door to Wicklund's Market)

with The Wand!  Computerized Anesthesia
Experience Less Painful Dentistry

Complete Photo Gallery at:  Facebook.com/MountainHouseMatters

©copyright 2013, all rights reserved

The Mountain House Hurricanes 
organization held their second annual 
Island Night Party Fund-raiser Satur-
day, September 13, 2013. The event 
included a fine hawaiian-themed 
meal, live music, a silent dessert auc-
tion, and raffle. A very fun evening 
was had by all.

League President, Jeff Grondz, 
said "Thank you to all of our friends 
and neighbors who came to support 
us and helped us to make this another 
amazing Hurricanes event."

The majority of the proceeds 
raised from this event are being used 
to send our Cheerleaders to their 
very first inter-league cheerleading 
competition on Oct 27th.

Party Atmosphere At MH Hurricanes 
2nd Annual Island Night
By Bryan Harrison
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MH Filipino American Society First Picnic
Submitted By Tes Banagan

The Mountain House Filipino 
American Society (MH FilAms) held 
their first picnic on Sunday, August 
17th at Questa Park. Several Pinoy 
(Filipino) families joined in the event, 
bringing appetizers and entrees such 
as lumpia (egg rolls), pancit (noodles), 
and chicken adobo, to name a few, to 
share with their kaibigan at kapitbahay 
(friends and neighbors). In addition, 
children and adults members competed 
in several games with prizes being 
awarded to winning participants. The 
next MH FilAm picnic is scheduled for 
Sunday, October 19th. To find out more, 
join the Facebook group at https://www.
facebook.com/groups/MHFILAMS. 
Salamat! (Thanks!) 

Photos by Tes Espiridion Banagan, 
Susan La Peña Yraola and Ces Lee.

Camp Sew & Sew with the help and 
support of Judie Yates of the Quilts of Valor 
Foundation (www.QOVF.org), have been 
working on quilt squares. We hosted a 
workshop September 10th here in Moun-
tain House where folks came and added a 
square of their own making to our quilt. 

 Quilts of Valor DOES make a differ-
ence in the road to recovery for our service 
members.

 Since it was founded in 2003 vol-
unteers across the nation have made and 
awarded quilts over 88,000 quilts.

Cs&s is a program that teaches sewing 
and back to basic skills. One area we focus 
on is community service.  The students 
have been working on a quilt for a year and 
decided to open it up to our community to 
give others a fun way to support our troop. 

For more info on this project, contact 
Judy, CS&S, 650-678-1174.

Quilts Of Valor Making A Difference To Veterans
Submitted by Judie Ridpath

Terumi Konishi, Judy Ridpath, Judie Yates, and 
Jenna Perry making a difference.

Eight year old twins Grace and Will Hiramoto have been sewing with 
Camp Sea & Sew for 2 years, and jumped right in to help with the quilt;
Left: Judy Ridpath teaches Bryan Harrison a new art.
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Precious Babies 
Child Care & Preschool

home away from home

Preschool-Before/After 
School-0 to 13yrs

zoinksjump4fun@hotmail.com
(209) 922-4475

preciousbabies@hotmail.com

Zoinks Jump 4 Fun 
P a r t y  R e n t a l s

(209) 221-6464

925-447-0365 

Since 1849

16784 Grant Line Road, Tracy CA 95391 • 925447-0365
www.Facebook.com/MountainHouseBar

  •  Mountain House Taco Thursdays 

Your Family-Friendly Hometown Pub

•  BBQ Every Weekend      •  Open Mic Jam Sunday 2-6pm

A Mountain House Tradition

The Long-Awaited Kitchen Remodel 
Is Nearing Completion  

With a new food menu will come the 
All New Wine Menu - Stop in for more info

Vino 100 Celebrates New Mountain House 
Resident Owners

The groundswell leading up to the 
New Ownership "Grand Re-Opening" of 
Vino 100 Tracy Saturday October 5, 2013 
was that of sheer excitement. For Mountain 
House residents Ron Dillon and his wife 
Mykael Cessaro, the night at hand stamped 
a seal on the beginning of a grand new 
chapter in their lives as the new owners of 
this five year old establishment.

A capacity crowd filled the modest-
sized venue from the time doors opened at 
7pm, pretty well through the entire evening. 
Catered appetizers provided by Chef Jeff 
and wife Mary Dennis Naleway added a 
lovely note to the atmosphere as people 
filled the room. 

A fenced in area out front allowed for 
folks to enjoy the very pleasant night. Vino 
100 also offers a cigar club, in addition to 
their regular wine club membership. One 
does not, however, have to be a member 

to shop and enjoy the 
facility. Cigars came 
out in celebration in a 
big way, making the 
fenced area out front 
all the more appetiz-
ing for many.

Live music filled 
about half the eve-
ning hours, with lo-
cal favorite Horatio 
Monroe providing his 
tastefully mellow solo 
guitar and vocals. Local jazz singer fave, 
Victoria Andrea Matthews, who sang re-
cently at the first MH Music In the Park 
with the Main St. Jazz Band, then joined 
in with Horatio for some very tasty duet 
numbers. The balance of evening went to a 
local DJ, with folks dancing into the night.

"It was so great to have so many of our 

Live Music • Comedy
Wine Down Wednesdays
Therapeutic Thursdays

2467 Naglee Rd., Tracy
Tracy Pavilion (Next To Massage Envy)

 (209) 839-2200
www.vino100tracy.com

Friday,10/11/13 • 6-9pm
WINE CLUB RELEASE NIGHT

Saturday, 10/12/13 • 7 -9pm
LIVE MUSIC:  

Bryan Harrison & Bob Corden
WINE CLUB RELEASE NIGHT

Friday, 10/18/13 • 6-8pm
SPARKLING FLIGHT NIGHT

Saturday, 10/19/13
TO BE ANNOUNCED

Friday, 10/25/13 • 8-10pm
COMEDY NIGHT

Saturday, 10/26/13
TO BE ANNOUNCED

Thanks To Everyone Who came 
Out for Our grand Re-Opening!

By Bryan Harrison

Kimball High School Jaguar Theater is 
pleased to present four showings of Shake-
speare's "Much Ado About Nothing".  Shows 
run at the Jaguar Theater October 25 & 26, 
then Nov 1st & 2nd.  All show times are 7pm 
with a modest $10 admission, just $5 for 
students and staff with ID cards.

"Much Ado About Nothing" chronicles 
two pairs of lovers: Benedick and Beatrice, 
and Claudio and Hero. Benedick and Beatrice 
are engaged in a very "merry war"; they are 
both very witty and proclaim their disdain of 
love. In contrast, Claudio and Hero are sweet 
young people who are rendered practically 
speechless by their love for one another. 

Although the young lovers Hero and 
Claudio provide much of the impetus for the 
plot, the courtship between the wittier, wiser 
lovers Benedick and Beatrice is what makes 
Much Ado About Nothing so memorable. 
Benedick and Beatrice argue with delightful 
wit, and Shakespeare develops their journey 
from antagonism to sincere love and affection 
with a rich sense of humor and compassion.

By means of "noting" (which sounds the 
same as "nothing," and which is gossip, ru-
mor, and overhearing), Benedick and Beatrice 
are tricked into confessing their love for each 

other, and Claudio is tricked into rejecting 
Hero at the altar on the erroneous belief that 
she has been unfaithful. However, Dogberry, 
a Constable who is a master of malapropisms, 
discovers the evil trickery of the villain, Don 
John. In the end, Don John runs away and 
everyone else joins in a dance celebrating the 
marriages of the two couples.

Please come and support the local talent 
as they take William Shakespeare's "Much 
Ado About Nothing". 

Much Ado About Nothing At 
Kimball High Starts Oct 25th
Submitted by Angel Lamb

Ron & Mykael thanked everyone who came out and helped them celebrate 
their Grand Re-Opening/New Ownership at Vino 100 Tracy October 5th.

friends and neighbors show up in support 
of us tonight," said Ron. "We are so excited 
about our new venture, and look forward 
to growing the business and serving our 
community best we can."

Vino 100 is located across the shop-
ping center from Home Depot on Naglee 
Rd. in Tracy.

more photos from the night page 15
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MH Sports

The seventh monthly Mountain House Golf 
Club tournament of the season was held at The 
Reserve at Spano Park, in Stockton, September 
29, 2013.  

Congratulations to Tournament winner (lowest 
net),  Deer Ridge, Brentwood.  Congratulations to 
Tournament winner (lowest net) Manuel Moreno.  
Closest to pin (hole #7) was Dave Aweberry.

The final tournament date for the season will 
be held Sunday, October 27 at 1230 pm at Wente, Livermore.

All are welcome to sign-up and join us until we have a full slate.  To register, go to:  
www.mhflagfootball.com/2013-season-golf.

Jake Hauger Wins September 
MH Golf Tournament
Submitted by Andy Su 
MH Flag Football, Inc.

September Low Net Winner Jake Hauger

The 2013 MH Flag Football Youth 
League continues its 5th season, with 
weekly games every Saturday at Bethany 
Park and School.  The final games of the 
season will be on November 2nd, with 
Awards Ceremony and BBQ/Potluck Party 
to follow.

A total of 28 teams in four divisions 
make up the league, along with 51 kids in 
the accompanying Cheer program.

MH Flag Football 
Season Rolls On
Submitted by Andy Su

Varsity W L 
49ers 4 3
Cowboys 5 2
Lions 5 2
Eagles 4 3
Vikings 3 4
Bears 0 7

Sophomore W L 
Cowboys 7 0
Seahawks 6 1
Jets 4 3
Bears 3 4
Giants 3 4
Lions 2 5
49ers 2 5
Cardinals 1 6

JV W L 
Dolphins 7 0
Jets 5 2
Chiefs 4 3
Ravens 3 4
Texans 2 5
Colts 0 7

Novice W L
Chargers 6 1
Chiefs 6 1
Browns 5 2
Ravens 5 2 
Colts 3 4
Bills 1 6
Dolphins 1 6
Jets 1 6

Mountain House Flag Football Standings

For game schedules and more, go to: 
www.mhflagfootball.com/2013-schedules-and-results

Olivia Sanchez, of the JV Texans, heads for the 
goal line at the October 5, 2013.

A FREE Baseball Skills Assessment 
Camp is set to be held Saturday, November 
10, 2013, for players ages 9, 10 & 11.  The 
event will be held at Central Park Baseball 
Field starting at 10:30 a.m.

This event is sponsored by Mountain 
House Baseball

For more information, please email: 
mi5andra@aol.com

FREE Baseball Skills Assessment 
Camp Slated for November 10th
Submitted by Mike Andrade

The 2014 Mountain House Little League (MHLL) Board will 
hold a Parent Information Night on November 7 from 6-9 pm in 
the MHCSD Board Room.  The 2014 Board is excited to kick off 
MHLL’s seventh season and to continue the outstanding growth 
achieved by its predecessors.  That said, there is much work to be 
done.  Many action items were uncovered by responses to the 2013 
Parent Survey and there are continually improvement areas identi-
fied by the Board itself.

The agenda for the meeting will be:
1. Introduce Board members and explain the MHLL philoso-

phy
2. Share results from the 2013 Parent Survey – how satisfied 

are parents and why?
3. Outline 2014 action items based on 2013 Parent Survey 

results
4. Highlight other exciting changes for the 2014 season includ-

ing player and coach assessments, player and coach skill develop-
ment clinics, a new website, new merchandise, possibly a mobile 
concession stand, and more

5. Parent questions

The Board is committed to improving the MHLL experience 
each and every year for player, parents, and coaches alike.  And, 
we’re confident that each of these groups will recognize the positive 
changes we have planned for the 2014 season.

Mark your calendars now for November 7th, and we hope to 
see you there!

MH Little League To Hold 
Parent Info Night Nov 7

Submitted by Steve Bowen
MH Little League Incoming president.

Right:  49ers' runner, Samar Aulakh, attempts to 
get past a diving  Christian Sanderford, of the 
Seahawks.  photo by Liz Grande
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Great Growth In Hurricanes Second Season 
From Jeff Grondz, Hurricanes President

Jr. Varsity is a division for ages 11 - 12 year olds. Our 
Jr Varsity team is currently Second in our Division and 
Third in the Conference. This is our First year the Hur-
ricanes will enter the Playoffs for this age group within 
the TVYFL. Great job Coaches, Parents and Players! We 
are so proud of you all!
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Mountain House 
FamilyDaycare 

& Preschool
Y Full Time & Part Time Available

Y Developmentally Appropriate 
 Curriculum

Y Nutritious hot meals served daily

Y Loving Family Environment

$350 Monthly

209-832-2825

A report came out recently citing research from 
UC Davis indicating that 92 percent of mothers 
are already having troubles with breastfeeding by 
baby’s third day of life.  Breastfeeding is natural, 
but for many, it does not come easy.  New moms 
may face a variety of challenges: a baby that will 
not latch or that pops on and off the breast, pain 
and injury to their nipples, or fears that they are 
not producing enough milk to feed their babies.  
Many moms try valiantly to weather through these 
problems alone, relying on internet information to 

get them through.  Unfortunately, that is not often enough; studies show 
that by two months post partum, nearly 21 percent of moms have stopped 
breastfeeding altogether.  

There is a way to overcome these challenges, however - quality lacta-
tion support.  What does this mean? It means visiting – or better yet, having 
a breastfeeding helper visit you, in your home – an experienced lactation 
consultant at least once in that crucial first week after your baby is born.  If 
you’re experiencing challenges, a number of visits may be required to help 
get you on the right track.  In addition to that one-on-one support, finding 
and participating in a breastfeeding support group is also helpful.  Support 
groups allow you to connect with other mothers going through the same 
challenges (and joys!) as you, making you feel “not so alone” in your jour-

Breastfeeding Takes A Village
By Katherine Havener
Accredited Leader, La Leche League International

ney.  If you plan to nurse your baby longer than a few months, you will find 
that questions will always come up - growth spurts, introduction of solid 
foods, and weaning for example.  Having a support group – a village! – of 
other breastfeeding mothers means you will always have someone who’s 
been there and can answer your questions.
Getting Support

Hospital Based Lactation Centers – many hospitals offer outpatient, 
drop in lactation support and even weekly support groups.  Tracy Sutter 
offers a Lactation Clinic which is open Monday through Friday from 11:30 
am to 1:30 pm. by appointment.  The Clinic also offers pump rentals and 
supplies.  209-833-2419.  

Board Certified Lactation Consultants (IBCLC) -  For moms having 
significant challenges and/or who want private lactation support in their 
homes, IBCLCs are a great choice.  IBCLC’s have extensive training in 
all aspects of lactation and must past a rigorous exam.  IBCLC’s usually 
charge a fee for their services.  You can find an IBCLC by visiting: ilca.org.

La Leche League (LLL) – La Leche League is an international non 
profit support group dedicated to helping moms meet their breastfeeding 
goals.  LLL trains and accredits mothers who have successfully nursed their 
own children, and those leaders facilitate monthly support group meetings, 
answer email, Facebook and telephone requests for help, and also may visit 
you at your home if you are having breastfeeding challenges.  All LLL 
services are offered free of charge.  

Full Service Grooming
for Dogs & Cats

www.ThePamperedPetGroomingAndSpa.com

(209) 833-7600(925) 240-0676

Brentwood
7720 Brentwood Blvd, Ste B

Tracy
1843 W. 11th Street

visit us on
Facebook

The Mountain House LLL Chap-
ter meets every 4th Monday month 
at the CSD Board Room, 230 S. 
Sterling Drive.  Our next meeting 
is Monday, October 28th at 10 am.  
For free Leader support, contact 
Katherine Havener at 209-820-8339 
or kchavener@att.net or Teri Nava 
Anderson at (408) 391-7797 or 
mountainhouseLLL@gmail.com.  
Our Facebook page is: https://www.
facebook.com/groups/LLLofLiver-
more/   

pdf copies of each issue are available at: www.MHMatters.net

Publications  •  Web Sites  •  E-News  •  Social Media

209.597-8157
info@mhmatters.net

is locally produced as a division of Association News Network, Inc.

mailto:kchavener@att.net
mailto:mountainhouseLLL@gmail.com
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• List with a Local Expert

•  Free Home Value Report

•  Proven Track Record

• 70+ Home Sales in
 Mountain House Alone!

We Now Have Equity in Our Town!
Feeling Ready to Sell?  I Can Help You Maximize Value

 Gevon Polgar  Call: 408-203-3596   Realtor/CDPE

www.GevonPolgar.com

Gevon Polgar is a Top Producing, Full Service Realtor and Expert Short Sale Specialist who represents 
both buyers and sellers with a 100% Success Rate on all his Short Sale transactions. Gevon has the 
experience, qualifications and skillset to handle all types of complex transactions.

BRE# 01875675

Are you looking for a way to serve others this Thanksgiving?  If so, consider 
participating in the Tri-Valley Basket Brigade.  The Basket Brigade is a special 
type of Thanksgiving food drive that allows food donors to connect personally 
with a family in need.  At the Brigade, participants bring food and clothing items 
and gather together as a group to create beautiful Thanksgiving baskets.  Once the 
baskets are assembled, participants have the opportunity to deliver a basket person-
ally to a family in need.  Bags containing food, clothing and personal products are 
also compiled and delivered to the homeless. 

The Tri-Valley Basket Brigade was founded by Mountain House residents 
Katherine Havener and Mauricio “Reese” Ramos in 2007, and has become a favorite 
event for families in Mountain House, as well as from all over the Bay Area.   This 
year’s Brigade is being held on Saturday morning, November 16 at Valley Montes-
sori School, N Livermore Avenue, Livermore.  
There are several ways to become involved with the Basket Brigade:

Become a pre-event volunteer, performing administrative and other tasks as 
needed to help the Brigade run smoothly.  Or, become a Brigade Day Team Lead, 
helping the Coordinators manage volunteers on the day of the event.  

Make and deliver baskets on Brigade Day.  To participate on Brigade Day, you 
must register and make your food pledge on the Brigade website:  www.trivalley-
basketbrigade.com.  Every volunteer must bring $20 in specified food items with 
them to the Brigade.   

There's a new pageant coming to town, designed especially for young ladies with 
special needs.  "Miss Inspirational Girl" is a non competition pageant for girls with 
special needs, aged 8-22, designed by Mrs. California BOTN, AnneMarie Fuller. 
Intended to demonstrate good will, and the beauty within every young lady, Miss 
Inspiration Girl celebrates each contestant.  Each girl who participates receives a 
crown and title! 

This program is open for girls in Mountain House, Tracy and Banta.  Eligible 
contestants must be between the ages of 8-22 years old, and have special needs. 

Initial plans are to hold the premier event on June 14th, "to coincide with Flag 
Day, and also honor our Veterans that have served and those troops that still con-
tinue to do so," said Mrs. Fuller.   "I will personally be inviting military groups to 
be there, as well," she added.

One issue still being sought out is a suitable location at which to hold the event.  
If you have information that might help that cause, and/or for further information, 
please go to:  www.facebook.com/MissInspirationalGirlPageant

An Opportunity To Serve 
This Thanksgiving
Submitted by Katherine Havener
Basket Brigade

Donate food or money to the Bri-
gade.   If you cannot participate on 
Brigade Day, but still want to help, you 
can register and make a food pledge or 
donate money on the Brigade website: 
www.trivalleybasketbrigade.com.  
Food pledges may be dropped off prior 
to the Brigade at the Havener/Ramos 
home in Altamont.

The Brigade also is looking to fami-
lies that cannot afford a Thanksgiving 
meal this holiday season.  If you are, 
or know of, a deserving family, please 
visit www.trivalleybasketbrigade.com/
Recipients/Suggest-A-Recipient

For more information on the Tri 
Valley Basket Brigade, please visit the 
Brigade website: www.trivalleybas-
ketbrigade.com.  If you would like 
to become a pre-event or Brigade Day 
team lead, or want information about 
dropping off donations prior to the event, 
please contact Katherine Havener at 
kchavener@att.net.  

Hope to see you there!

New Pageant For Special 
Needs Girls
By Bryan Harrison

http://www.trivalleybasketbrigade.com
http://www.trivalleybasketbrigade.com
http://www.trivalleybasketbrigade.com
mailto:kchavener@att.net
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MH Community Services District:  www.MHCSD.com - 230 S. Sterling Drive, Suite 100
MH Sheriff Services: Emergency - 911 • Non-Emergency - (209) 468-4400
MH Fire Services: Emergency - 911 • Non-Emergency - (209) 831-6700
MH Library:  www.ssjcpl.org/locations/county/mhouse.html - 579 Wicklund Crossing
MH Online Forum:  www.MHvillages.com
MH Wiki:  http://wiki.mhvillages.com/
MH Facebook Group:  facebook.com/groups/MountainHouse
San Joaquin County Animal Services:  (209) 953-6070
MH Asian-American Association: www.mhaaa.com
MH Autism Awareness:  search Mountain House Autism Awareness on Facebook
MH Cooks Club: www.facebook.com/groups/216816358451414/
MH Dog Club:  www.MHdogclub.com
MH Feral Cat Rescue:  www.MountainHouseCats.com - 209-597-8150
MH Flag Football, Inc.:  www.mhflagfootball.com (including: MH Tennis, Youth Cheer, Golf Club, & Kite Run)
MH Freecycle: http://groups.yahoo.com/group/Mtnhousefreecycle/ 
MH Gardeners Facebook Group: Search Mountain House Gardeners on FB
MH Home Schoolers:  facebook.com/groups/mhhomeschoolers
MH La Leche League:  www.lllnorcal.org/groups/LivermoreCA.html
MH Little League:  www.mountainhouselittleleague.org
MH Matters Facebook Page:  www.facebook.com/MountainHouseMatters
MH Mothers Club:  www.MHmothersclub.com
MH Poker Club: www.mhpoker.com
MH Recycle for Reading: contact Summer Wolfe (925) 570-8770
MH Running Club:  www.MHrunners.com
MH Sports, Inc.:  www.mh-sports.org  (including: "Hurricane Nation" football, and Youth Basketball)
MH Virtual Garage Sale: www.facebook.com/groups/MHvirtualgaragesale
MH Wine Club:  www.MHwineclub.com
MH Soccer/West Coast Soccer Club:  http://westcoastsoccerclub.com
MH Walking Club:  www.facebook.com/groups/MHWalkingClub
Macaroni Kid - MH/Brentwood:  www.MountainHouse.MacaroniKid.com
Neighborhood Watch:  Questa - www.facebook.com/groups/questamountainhouse.nw
Tracy Talks Community page for Tracy & MH:  www.facebook.com/OfficialTracyTalks

MH R.O.T.M. Jackie Dekker
Continued from page 9

“We have been blessed more this year than last with a good number of neighbors who have 
volunteered to help foster kittens.  So, each week, we drive around MH to pick up the kitties from the 
various foster homes, returning those who don't get adopted back to their temporary homes, hoping 
for success the next Sunday!” Can you believe the commitment Jackie has to these animals? 

“We are in need of more volunteers. We need some folks to help with trapping, as well as poten-
tially more rescue kitten fosters. Please reach out to me in any way if you need your own cats spayed 
or neutered.”  Jackie may be reached at: 209-597-8150, or mountainhousecats@gmail.com.

Jackie's passionate approach to life didn’t start with the MHFCR. After leaving corporate America 
a few years ago, she wanted to do something she loved - something that would make her smile daily.  
“I started doing mural paintings. I even painted a Ferrari on a wall in the garage, because it’s a car 
Scott has always wanted, but will probably never have.” Her work can be seen in many houses in this 
community. She uses bright colors, painting from her heart. “I had to stop because of discomfort, but 
for the two years I did it I loved it.” 

She then began soul-searching, trying to figure out what was next, and this is when "Jackie’s Pet 
Care" was born! She now keeps very busy caring for others' pets on a daily basis.  You can visit her 
website at: www.jackiesmhpetcare.com.

I have to admit, as I was sitting with Jackie on the couch, there were times I just wanted to high-
five her and say, “You are so RAD!”  I also found myself responding to many of her stories with, “ME 
TOO!” I’m not kidding, Jackie is everything a friend, a husband, a wife, a daughter, mother, cat/dog 
owner could want in someone. She loves her small town. 

“I love working together with my neighbors,” she told me. “I don’t have children but I love the 
sound of them; kids playing on their skate boards, the sports organizations - I love the sense of safety 
of it all.” We went upstairs to her office and met her foster kittens. Jackie’s eyes light up when animals 
are around. She is gentle and kind and, in all honesty, the cat whisperer! Although that’s what she 
calls her husband. 

Jackie and Scott are the type of couple you strive to model your marriage after. I spoke with him 
for less than five minutes and in that short period of time saw how proud he is of her, how much he 
loves and cherishes her, and the support he gives her so she can carry out her days of caring for animals 

and rescuing cats in our little town. 
“We are best-friends, “she tells me. “ We 

like to travel, snorkel, go on hikes and, someday, 
hopefully next year, we will visit Spain!” Jacque-
line has been in contact with her cousins there 
and looks forward to European travel with Scott. 

I just can’t tell you, Mountain House, in this 
small amount of space what a giver Jacqueline 
is. She’s just such a calm presence to be around. 
She does things because it’s the right thing to do, 
not because she gets recognition for it. Jacque-
line does anything she can for her friends and 
her pets, sometimes even paying for vet bills 
out of her own pocket for rescued animals. I 
really, really like her, and I am thrilled she was 
nominated and recognized. It made it possible 
for me to get to know her and for that I am so 
thankful. I asked her for a few words, on how it 
felt to win this award. 

“I feel honored and proud. It makes me 
want to continue to do good things for the com-
munity.” 

I say, let’s not focus on what Jacqueline 
does for us, but what can WE do for HER? Please 
contact her, at any of the links/numbers above. 
Get involved and volunteer with the MHFCR. 
Correction:  In last month's Resident of the Month 
profile on Angel Lamb, we inaccurately stated that 
Jim Lamb is Angel's Father-In-Law, when clearly 
he is her Brother-In-Law.  Our apologies to each 
of them, and to anyone confused by this.  While 
Angel's Father-In-Law's name is also Jim, the Jim 
referred to in the article was, in fact, her husband, 
Jeff's, brother, MHCSD Board Member, Jim Lamb.

get MOORE 
For Less with

209-390-1313
www.MQpest.com

v General Pest Control
v Critter Control & Exclusion
v Rats/Mice/Gophers

At Moore Quality Pest Control 
we aim to provide top-notch 
service for a reasonable rate.

Family Owned & Operated Since 2008

call us today for a 
FREE quote 209.639.9876

Your Local Home Improvement Specialist!

P r o b l e m s  A t  H o m e ?

RiverWorks
Int./Ext. Painting • Sheetrock Repairs • Carpentry • Power Washing

Cabinets • Plumbing Upgrades • Entertainment Centers
General Contractor

License #752119
Lee Rivers
FREE ESTIMATESCALL

CALL

(209)-834-6861
www.CDMTile.com

License #: C54-930291

Mountain House 
Tile Contractor 

Specializing in Kitchen & 
Bathroom Remodeling 

as well as Fireplaces, 
Patios and Flooring

Free In-Home
Consultation

http://www.MHvillages.com
http://www.MHvillages.com
http://www.mhaaa.com
http://www.facebook.com/groups/216816358451414/
http://www.MHdogclub.com
http://www.MountainHouseCats.com
http://www.mhflagfootball.com
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/Mtnhousefreecycle/
http://www.lllnorcal.org/groups/LivermoreCA.html
http:// www.mountainhouselittleleague.org
http://www.MHmothersclub.com
http://www.MHmothersclub.com
http://www.mh-sports.org
http://www.MHwineclub.com
http://www.MountainHouse.MacaroniKid.com
http://www.CDMTile.com
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Mountain House Feral Cat Rescue
Is Holding Super Cat & Kitten Adoption Fairs!

There will be many adorable cats and kittens on display for you to hold and cuddle 
    and fall in love with.  Maybe even take one or two home as your very own.

Come join us every Sunday in October
from 11am-3:30pm

at Petfood Express: 1436 1st St., Livermore
www.MountainHouseCats.com

continue from page 13

Vino 100 Celebrates New Mountain House Resident Owners

Complete 

Photo Gallery 

at:  

Facebook.com/

Mountain-

HouseMatters
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Youth Action Com. Mtg
6:30pm - MHCSD Building

MH Wine Club - 7-10pm 
info at: www.MHwineclub.com

Zumba
7-8pm -Wicklund School 

Taco Thursday
5-8pm -MH Bar - All ages

MHCSD Board Meeting
7pm -MHCSD Building

Zumba
7-8pm -Wicklund School 

Taco Thursday
5-8pm -MH Bar - All ages

Zumba
7-8pm -Wicklund School 

Zumba
7-8pm -Wicklund School 

Zumba
7-8pm -Wicklund School 

Taco Thursday
5-8pm -MH Bar - All ages

Open Mic Music Jam 
2-6pm -MH Bar - All ages

Open Mic Music Jam 
2-6pm -MH Bar - All ages

Open Mic Music Jam 
2-6pm -MH Bar - All ages

Open Mic Music Jam 
2-6pm -MH Bar - All ages

  Mountain House Community Events Calendar

www.ShaunSells.com

*Free In-Home Consultation

DRE# 01896658

Call Shaun Zamrykut
       209-207-2084

Get Listed! Get Sold!

Mountain House - Resident 
Mountain House - Top Producer 

4

4

Choosing the right realtor DOES make a difference

Zumba
7-8pm -Wicklund School 

Zumba
7-8pm -Wicklund School 

To submit your community-oriented event for consideration on the Mountain House Matters monthly calendar,
please email event info, date, time, and location to: info@mhmatters.net

All dates and events subject to change.  Check with your respective groups to verify

Free Tutoring by YAC
5-7pm - MH Library

Free Tutoring by YAC
5-7pm - MH Library

Free Tutoring by YAC
5-7pm - MH Library

Free Tutoring by YAC
5-7pm - MH Library

MHFCR Adoption Fair
@Petfood Express Livermore

Brazilian Jiu-Jitsu - 
Kids @1pm • Adults @2:30pm
Wicklund Park Pavilion
Every Sunday
www.Mtnhousejiujitsu.com

MH Golf Club Tourney #7 
12:30pm -  Wente Vineyards - see pg 12

MHFCR Adoption Fair
@Petfood Express (Vintner Square)
1436 1st St. Livermore, CA 94550
11am-3:30pm

MHFCR Adoption Fair
@Petfood Express Livermore

MHFCR Adoption Fair
details same as above

6th Annual MH Fire Dept 
Pancake Breakfast
$6 adults • $5 kids  6-11am

MH Town Center Workshops
10am & 2pm - Questa School

WSF Dessert Night Out 
Menchies Frozen Yogurt  -  pg 6

BSF Dinner Night In! 
6pm - Bethany School
see page 6

BSF Movie Night Out 
6pm - Bethany MPR - see page 5

BSF Jamba Juice Fundraiser 
see page 5

MH Flag Football
Bethany Field
CLosing Day 9am - 
see page 12

Vino100 - 7-9pm
Live Music with Bryan Harrison, 
Bob Corden & Ron Davis

Fall Carnival
11am-4pm - Wicklund School

QSF Fall Carnival
4-8pm - Questa School
see pg 6

Happy
Halloween!

Dog Club Member Meeting 
3-4pm - Questa Park - 


