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By Bryan Harrison

Mountain House High School is very excited 
to announce a “Sneak Peek” at our new building 
November 16th, 2013.

The event will need to have sign ups to al-
low people to participate as we can only hold a 
certain amount of people in each group. 

These sign-ups can be done on our Facebook 
page: www.facebook.com/MHmustangs,  or our 
district website www.lammersvilleschooldistrict.
net.

Media Sneak Preview Amazes!
By Bryan Harrison

A Sneak preview tour for our little local 
media of the new Mountain House High School 
facilities was given by new Lammersville Unified 
School District Superintendent Dr. Kirk Nicho-
las, along with Jamie, from Turner Construction 
on Friday, October 25, 2013. We had the pleasure 
of seeing the amazing progress on the school that 
will open next year.

Bob Corden, and wife/partner, DiAnna 
Corden, shot some great video footage as we got 
an early look of the grounds, and learned more 

continued page 3continued page 3

Where in the world do the people of a developing 
community have an opportunity to express their wishes 
for the design and creation of their own downtown "town 
center"? Mountain House, California, USA, that's where.

"This is a unique place," stated host Geoffrey Le Plas-
trier, President of LDC, the consulting firm for CalPERS 
and Shea Mountain House, LLC, as he welcomed the first 
of two workshop session crowds. 

The workshops, designed to gain public input 
on the development 
plan for the new Town 
Center area in town, 
were held Saturday, 
October 19, 2013 at 
Questa School. The 
10am workshop was 
followed by a catered 
lunch at about 12:15. 
The afternoon session 
ran from 2-4pm.

"Why now? Why 
are we here today?," 
Le Plastrier queried. "Just two months ago CalPERS got 
control of the retail properties (in and around the Town 
Center)," he explained.  With land rights and control ironed 
out with TriMark, Shea Mountain House, LLC/CalPERS 

is now poised to get on with it.  And, rather than simply 
moving forward at their own whim, they have sought out 
the wishes of the people of Mountain House.

"We will only be here for the next five to ten years," 
he continued.  "This is your home, so you should have it 
be what you want it to be."

The workshop began in earnest with each attendee 
writing a mock postcard greeting from the standpoint of 
having just experienced their new town center. These cards 

led to group/table 
d iscuss ion  and 
clearer definition 
of what each table 
of ten in the room 
envisioned for the 
Town Center.

F o l l o w i n g 
extensive delib-
eration within the 
groups, spokespeo-
ple for each group 
shared with the 

participants at large their group's priorities and thoughts. 
Some 150 people attended the morning session, with 

approximately 100 making it to the afternoon gathering.

Matters!
Submitted by Dawn Fontenot
Office Supervisor, Mountain House High School

November 2013
Volume 2 • Number 11

Attend The Final 2013

Thursday, November 21st
Bethany School Multi-Purpose Room

6:30 pm meet & greet • 7-9pm Meeting
- see page 7

Mountain House Community Meeting

Town Center Community Workshop 
Generates Wealth of Ideas & Wishes

Locally Owned & Produced

MH High School 
"Sneak Preview" 
Slated for Nov 16th

Some 150 people turned out for the morning town center workshop session, with another 
100 in the afternoon.  Ideas and priorities were amazingly consistent and similar.

http://www.mhmatters.net
http://www.facebook.com/MHmustangs
http://www.lammersvilleschooldistrict.net/
http://www.lammersvilleschooldistrict.net/
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If you have considered selling your home here in 
Mountain House, we highly recommend :

3  Use a local Realtor who understands the unique 
 Mountain House Market 
3  Use a Realtor who lives in our community
3  Choose a Local Realtor who has a proven track record 
 here in Mountain House.

Results That Move You

JOSHUA ANDERSON
584 Burk Ct

Mountain House CA 95391

To find the FREE value of your home, visit: www.MHhomeValue.com

Your Family Realtors 
we will sell your home for top dollar

Call or Text 24/7 
209.676-8999

enter PIN# 5966

Joshua Anderson Realtor  #01880040 MH Resident 209.688.5251
Treasure Molina Realtor #01892442 MH Resident 209.814.2011
John Reed   -   Team Anderson  MH Resident  510.414.2342
David Torres  -  Team Anderson  MH Resident 408.203.2082  -  Hablo Espanol
Starr Fernandes  -  Transaction Coordinator  650.544.8373

Meet with any Team Anderson Member today to determine 
what you will make from the sale of your home:

Halloween Comes Early for MH Wine Club
By Bryan Harrison
Photo gallery at: Facebook.com/MountainHouseMatters

Cody & Jennifer Love chose their night 
to host the Mountain House Wine Club with 
their favorite festivity in mind. Coupled with 
their own annual Halloween Party, the couple 
welcomed the Wine Club early, morphing the 
event into a full-on Halloween Fright-Night 
at their Wicklund home Saturday, October 
19, 2013.

Tasty pairings, beautiful Autumn weath-
er, and a crew of very fun folks - many of 
whom dressed for the occasion, made for a 
really great party.

Complete photo gallery at:
Facebook.com/MountainHouseMatters/photos_albums

http://www.Facebook.com/MountainHouseMatters/photos_albums
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Deadline for the December 2013 Issue is

info@mhmatters.net • 209.597.8157

From your neighbors at
263 W Adoncia Dr., Mountain House, CA 95391

November 27, 2013

A Division Of:

www.MHmatters.net
A Huge THANKS to all our 

Advertising Sponsors!

Community News • Enter tainment & Leisure • Spor ts •  More

Mountain House Matters! is brought to you by your Mountain House neighbors at Association News Network, Inc.  Published monthly as a free service to the Mountain House community, with a 
commitment and dedication to the growth and betterment of local groups and causes, Mountain House Matters! developed out of a clear need to reach more than just the online community.  Mailed 
through the USPS “Every Door Direct” mail program, Mountain House Matters is delivered monthly to all carrier-route addresses within the 95391 zip code.  Total distribution is growing as the 
number of homes we have grows, currently exceeding 3,600 pieces.  Production expenses are paid for by way of the generous advertising sponsorship support of our neighboring businesses and 
services.  We encourage your patronage of our sponsors, and are, of course, open to additional advertising sponsors.  Our page count will increase as does sponsorship support.

The views and comments expressed within the articles herein are intended to bring current neighborhood and community information to your door.  Publisher assumes no responsibility for 
any opinions and/or statements offered by contributing authors to the publication.  Please check with each group for further information as events change.  

"Moe 'The Hobo' Cat" is a copyrighted production of Mountain House Matters and Kyle Thomas. Use of the images, or comic strip in whole or in part without expressed written permission 
of the publisher is prohibited.

Acceptance of advertising material does not constitute endorsement of the products or services offered.  A.N.N., Inc. reserves the right to reject any advertising copy or placement.

© 2013, all rights reserved • Association News Network, Inc.  • www.AssociationNewsNetwork.com
Mailing address: 2455 Naglee Rd. #263 . Tracy, CA  95304  •  209.229.8240  •  fax 209.229.8328

Advertising placements and/or article consideration should be directed to:
 Bryan Harrison, Publisher: info@mhmatters.net • 209-597-8157

The remarkable thing about the reports, from group to group and from both ses-
sions, was the consistency of vision, wants, and priorities. Mountain House residents 
seem to be very much on the same page with our respective and collective vision of 
this key element of our home.

A welcoming community gathering place was a central theme. Jim Lamb, speaking 
for his table, stated succinctly that a grocery store center on the corner of Byron Rd 
& MH Parkway will serve for individual household shopping needs, while the Town 
Center will be where you take your family and friends - a social gathering space.

Commonality in theme was topped by the notion of establishing a town center 
free from vehicle traffic. It came up as a top point with nearly every workshop group. 
Mom 'n Pop shops versus chain or "box" stores followed closely. A community/cultural 
center, and overall design that reflects the cultural diversity of Mountain House was 
also a running theme.

A lot of great input was provided. The development team will now absorb and 
review all the data, and come back December 7th with two or three design concept 
layouts for the townspeople's consideration. From that feedback, one design will be 
brought forth by mid-January. So, it would seem, that the group is poised to get on 
with making it happen asap.

Town Center Workshop
continued from page 1

High School Sneak Peek
details about plans.  For one thing, Dr. Nicholas stated plainly that, while funding 
is not yet in place for Phase III of the development, that does not mean there is 
no funding.  He mentioned a statewide funding measure that will be on the 2014 
ballot.  "We will make sure we get on the list for that and do all the things we need 
to do," he said.

He spoke in terms of a very progressive, 21st century, learning experience for 
our students.  "They're going to go to a high school significantly better than school 
I've seen in this area, having grown-up locally."

He also gave great props to the current School Board for all their work and 
cooperation with regard to the big ideas on the curriculum side and the building of 
the school.  "And, of course, without Dale Hansen we wouldn't have any of this."

Saturday, November 16, 2013 Turner Construction will host a special school 
site open house, with particiation and efforts from the School District, as well.  The 
open house will be from 10am-noon for locals to come check it out. The District 
hopes to also unveil the changing of the name of Mascot Rd. to "Mustang Road" 
at that time, he said.

Reservations are needed, as stated above, in order to put groups together.  Plan 
now accordingly. Very exciting stuff for our community, indeed!

continued from page 1

View of the quad and back side of the main MH High School building from atop the scaffolding on 
the gym.  By November 16, sod is scheduled to be in place on the quad.

The view from home plate at the Varsity baseball field.  The outfield fence, foul poles, dug-outs and 
bullpens are already in place.  Fields are slated to be ready for use when school opens next year.

Submit Your Article 
or Event Info from our online 

Content Submissions Form, at:

Geoff Le Plastrier, standing, and his team brought the town 
center workshop to the people.

Summer Wolfe & Pat Middleton at the 
Town Center Workshop.

mailto:info@mhmatters.net
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Mountain House 
FamilyDaycare 

& Preschool
Y Full Time & Part Time Available

Y Developmentally Appropriate 
 Curriculum

Y Nutritious hot meals served daily

Y Loving Family Environment

$350 Monthly

209-832-2825

A Stance of Thanks
Submitted by Sangeetha Bharath 

Do you find yourself on your phone constantly— 
refreshing your feed to see if anything new popped up? 
A lot of teenagers are always on the Internet, on Face-
book, Instagram, Twitter, and Vine, and communicat-
ing with friends is almost always online. Sometimes 
it is better to shut your phone off, put your computer 

to sleep, and go outside to enjoy the weather before it is too frosty and frigid. As 
we all know, November is here. This season is for giving thanks, and for helping 
others. It’s your time to help someone out or do something good for someone else.

Your challenge: Give or do something kind ten times for anyone this season— 
whether it is helping an elderly person carry their groceries or picking up someone’s 
dropped wallet and returning it to them. 

Here are some examples of doing a good deed:
1.) If you know someone who is always busy with work and doesn’t have a 

lot of time on their hands, make a home-cooked meal for them— it will brighten 
their day!

2.) Volunteer at a soup kitchen or a homeless shelter.
3.) Simply bring flowers to someone who is feeling upset or sad lately.
4.) Donate clothes that do not fit you anymore, toys you do not play with, and 

other items to Goodwill, the Salvation Army, or another charity of your choice.
5.) Write a thank-you letter to a member of the armed forces who is currently 

stationed elsewhere.
6.) Plant a tree in your backyard— add more beauty to your neighborhood and 

help the environment too!
7.) Offer your seat on a bus or the Bart to someone who is disabled— elderly, 

pregnant, or someone who just looks exhausted.
8.) Even though you may not have that much money on your hands, try to be 

generous with tips for great waiters or waitresses— they make the bulk of their pay 
via tips.

9.) Give busy parents you know a break by offering to watch their child for 
free while they take a night out.

10.)  Donate books you won’t read anymore to your local library.
11.)  Hold the door open for someone.
12.)  Take time to recycle, prevent waste, and help keep our world clean.
There are so many kind things you can do! Start now, and make your com-

munity a better place.

Hello Friends, 
Today we are going to talk about Diabetes.  

It’s a chronic condition. It occurs when our body 
cannot produce enough or effectively use insulin.  
The pancreas produces a hormone called Insulin 
that allows glucose from food to enter the body 
cells which is then converted into energy needed 

by our muscles and tissues to function.
There are three main types of diabetes – Type1, Type 2 and gestational diabetes.  

Type 1 diabetes symptoms include abnormal thrust, dry mouth, constant hunger, 
sudden weight loss.  

Type 2 diabetes is most common type. It usually occurs in adults but is increas-
ingly seen in children and adolescents as well. In this case body does not produce 
enough insulin for proper function, or the cells in the human body does not interact 
with insulin. 

Gestational Diabetes Mellitus is diagnosed in pregnant women. It normally oc-
curs later in pregnancy and arises because body is unable to make and use enough 
insulin needed for pregnancy.  It usually disappears after the birth, however women 
who have had GDM are at a higher risk of developing type2 diabetes later in life.   

People with diabetes have an increased risk of developing a number of serious 
health problems.  Maintaining blood glucose levels, blood pressure and cholesterol 
close to normal can help delay or prevent diabetes complications.  One must get all 
this checked at least once a year to stay healthy.  

Always remember, prevention is better than cure.  Last but not the least, eat 
healthy and stay healthy.

Submitted by: Sukhjanvir Grewal

What is Diabetes?

Shop Avon On-line 
or at Home

with personal delivery and 
guaranteed satisfaction.

DIANA HUERTA
AVON Independent Sales Rep

Mountain House, Ca 95391

(209) 407-9521
www.youravon.com/dianahuerta11/30/13 11/30/13
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Buyers: Personal Tours
Sellers: Strong Marketing
Investors: Market Analysis

Short Sales & Notary

DRE #01876560

925-290-8578
www.AngelLamb.com

Angel Lamb
Realtor®

Mountain House Resident & Real Estate Specialist

Taking-On Tackling The Boys
Submitted by April Cantu

In only its second year of existence, 
the Mountain House Hurricanes football 
program has excelled in many ways.  One 
of those ways can be defined in the diversity 
of players on the team.  Most notably, eleven 
year old Layla Dhaoui, the only girl on the 
tackle football squad, has turned some heads.

Hurricanes coach, Tim Cantu, shined as 
he spoke about Ms. Dhaoui.  

"Layla Dhaoui is a Wide Receiver and 
Safety for the Mountain House Hurricanes 
Junior Varsity Team. Layla has had a great 
season as a Wide Receiver on offense, her 
great blocking skills have allowed the Hur-
ricanes to be successful in the ground game. 

Her aggressive play on defense, as a Safety, has helped the Hurricanes' stingy 
defense," he said.  "Layla is always positive and has a team-first attitude that has 
helped the JV Hurricanes post a regular season record of 7-3, and a berth in the 
TVYFL playoffs!"

"Mostly people treat me like everyone else," Layla 
said.  A first-year tackle football player, Layla learned 
the game playing two years in the MH Flag Football 
league, where she excelled.  She chose to switch to 
tackle football partly because her brother plays, and 
for the added challenge.  "Tackling is fun," she stated. 

She does get some looks when people notice or 
discover that she is, in fact, a girl.  "I want to play 
more sports," she said.  She went on to say that she 
may add basketball to her repretoire in the near future, 
and possibly continue tackle football into high school.

Humble about her involvement and accomplish-
ments, Layla just wants to play.

Layla at the Hurricanes recent "Island 
Night" fundraiser.

Cub Scouts Return to MH
Submitted by Karen De Castro

When new resident to Mountain House, Karina Peterson, first 
moved here from Santa Cruz, she was looking for a Cub Scout pack 
for her three boys to join in, so they can continue their scouting 
experience from where they were from. Not finding one locally, and 
not wanting to have to travel to the nearest pack she found in Tracy, 
she contacted the local Boy Scouts' Council to see about a pack here 
in Mountain House.  She met up with Steve Olson, Senior District 

Executive of the Greater Yosemite Council, who informed her that Mountain House did have 
a pack but, unfortunately, the pack dissolved during the recession because the leadership at 
that time had to move.  Steve and Karina then discussed the possibility of reviving Pack 511.

Karina posted a question on MH Mamas Facebook group page inquiring as to any inter-
est in reviving the pack. I was one of the parents who replied. All the parents who expressed 
interest met.  We had seven kids among all of us who made that first meeting. And that's 
when the ball started rolling.

We had our recruitment night October 21st, and now have almost 30 kids involved. The 
first activity we are engaging the kids in is the "Scouting for Food" drive. 

Community participation is encouraged, and needed, for the success of the pack.  We 
have posted a lot of information about the pack, including the Scouting For Food drive, on 
our website, at: http://mountainhousepack511.shutterfly.com.

Scouts will be leaving door hangers on your doors November 6th through 9th.
We ask that you please contribute by placing nonperishable goods in a recycled bag or 

box, attach the door hanger, and place it outside in view of the street by 9:00 a.m. Saturday, 
November 16, 2013 for pick-up by your local scout.

As we enter the holiday season, make this your first gift. Your donations will go to help 
Tracy Interfaith Ministries.

School District Board Member, David Pombo, noted on the Mountain 
House Facebook Page that "Lammersville Elementary School and 
Bethany Elementary School were the only two Elementary Schools in 
San Joaquin County nominated for Distinguished School Award. 
Very proud of both schools."

http://www.AngelLamb.com
http://mountainhousepack511.shutterfly.com
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Flaunt
Flaunt it!If  you've got it,

Christine Palmer
owner/colorist/stylist

925 580 9849
goodhairday4me2@yahoo.com

148 Ray Street Suite E&F  Pleasanton  CA  94566

Negotiating Strategies You Can Use 
To Sell Your Home For More Money!

Submitted by: Joshua Anderson 
homesbyjosh@yahoo.com

Corner

 2455 N. Naglee Rd
Tracy, CA 95304
209-830-1526
• Mailbox Services
  (Physical Street Address)
• Notary Services
• Computer Services
• Live Scan Services

$2.00 OFF 
Notary Services

(No Limit)

Coupon Valid At Both Locations 
Offer Expires 01/31/14

3 Months Free 
w/12 Month Mailbox 
Contract At Regular Price
(New Box Holders Only)
Coupon Valid At Both Locations 

Offer Expires 01/31/14

  793 S. Tracy Blvd
Tracy, CA 95376
209-830-5044                 

• Copy Services
• Fax Services 
• Packaging Services
• UPS Shipping
• Postal Services

49¢
Color Copy 

Special
(Limit 100)

Coupon Valid At Both Locations 
Offer Expires 01/31/14

Now TWO Great Locations

Negotiating Strategies you can use to Sell Your Home for More Money!
Finally, you are where you want to be in the home selling business.  You’ve 

worked yourself senseless updating your home, cleaning it and pretty much creat-
ing an appealing abode for home seekers.  Then, you got your first viewers.  Yes!  
Now, you’re at another first with someone making an offer on the property.  You 
suddenly realize that you’re in a very precarious situation, and you may have no 
idea how to proceed.  I can help you with that so don’t sweat it.

Try to realize that this is one of the most important financial decisions of your 
life.  I know, I just told you not to sweat it and then I throw that at you.  But, in truth, 
most people don’t stand a chance of coming into this kind of money more than once 
or twice in their lives, if that.  So, you want to make the very best of this situation 
for yourself, for your future and for your children’s futures.  The more money you 
make, the better off you’ll be.  But you already knew that part.

That is why I’d like to guide you through more than just the standard approach 
to negotiating the sale of your home.  I want to see you come away from this deal 
with a few less debts, a wonderful new home and some extra cash under the mat-
tress.  While there are times when the offer, counter offer, deal approach works 
best, there are also times when you could come away with thousands more through 
simple strategic planning.  Let’s explore your options, and then you can choose 
which is best for you.

Negotiation Technique #1: The Typical Negotiating Approach 
You are probably familiar with the way most people approach the buying and 

selling process.  The home is put on the market, and when an interested buyer comes 
by, they make an offer to the homeowner.  Typically, the homeowner will then make 
a counter offer, which can be accepted or rejected by the bidder.  Sometimes this 
back and forth can go on for a while. 

Negotiating Technique #2: Reject an Offer, but Throw the Bidder a Bone
Now, let’s just say that a buyer comes around, loves your property and makes 

an offer.  You’re tickled pink that they want the home, but you’re a little less than 
thrilled with their bid.  You find yourself on the fence.  You wonder if you should 
just get the deal over with and take what you can get, or if you should hold out for 
a better offer in the future.  That’s a valid concern, and there is a way to handle this.
Go ahead and reject their offer.  That’s right.  Take a step that most folks have a hard 
time taking and simply say that one dreaded word, “No.”   Saying no can sometimes 

take you exactly where you want to go.  Just don’t stop with the negative answer.  
Reject their offer, but invite them to resubmit a higher bid.  That takes some of the 
pressure off of you.  There are several ways a deal like this can go.

The potential buyers are not usually going to expect you to take their very 
first bid, and they might be throwing out a lowball offer just to see how far down 
you’re willing to go.  You can send your own little message by rejecting that less 
than desirable offer, but keeping them in the loop.  They’ll know without a doubt 
that they ventured far too low.  If they sincerely want your property, and not just a 
bargain, they are likely to come back to you with a much higher bid. 

As always, there are two sides to every coin.  In the event that the bidders really 
do want your property, out of all of the other properties available, this procedure can 
work well.  However, you are liable to lose the deal if this is just a person gobbling 
up cheap real estate the way some people gobble cookies.  While that may seem 
bad at first, in retrospect it leaves you completely open to better offers in the future.

Negotiation Technique #3: Bring on the Bidding War
Did you know that there is such a thing as a bidding war?  This is usually a 

carefully crafted situation that can literally bring the bid on a home above the price 
the homeowners are asking for in the first place.  Here, allow me to explain how 
this can happen.

The Process
 •  The first thing that you do is to put your desirable home on the market. 
 •  Ideally, you also schedule an open house for just a few days later. 
 •  As you put your home on the market, you also put in a disclaimer that 

you’re not going to entertain any bids made on said home until after the completion 
of the open house.  

Well, you’re probably thinking that this is ludicrous!  How is going through all 
of this trouble going to help you sell your home quickly, and for top dollar?  You 
could be missing out on real bids!  Hold on to your horses, cowboy, because there’s 
more to this story. The answers to your questions are simple as can be.  Human 
nature will take over, my friend.  You and I have just created a prime situation for 
competition to abound.  Everyone who sees the home and loves it will want to make 
a bid.  Shoot, some really competitive players will want to bid just to see if they 
can win the prize!  They’ll all know from the onset that you are potentially getting 
offers from countless other people, too. Continued on page 16
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4600 S. Tracy Blvd., Suite #118  •  Tracy, CA
209-834-0744

www.facebook.com/SolutionsMedicalSpa

• Botox
• Juvederm
• Laser Hair Removal
• Obagi Skin Care
•  Permanente Make-Up

SPEcIALIzINg IN:
• Facials
• Microdermabrasion
• Waxing
• Latisse

Dr. Makker & Veronica Yerian, RN

Thank you from Solutions Medical Spa, 
and businesses located within the spa:  Dr. Makker, 
Veronica, Erin, Janine, Ron, Sandy, Alicia, and Greg.

As a follow-up to the community workshops held October 19 on the development 
of the MH Town Center, Shea Mountain House, LLC has announced that they will be 
presenting two or three design scheme plans Saturday, December 7, 2013 at Questa 
School.  Make a note of it, and stayed tune for details!

MH Town Center Follow-Up Dec 7th
From Shea Mountain House, LLC

Attend The Mountain House

Saturday, December 7th
Questa School Multi-Purpose Room

685 N. Montebello St.  •  time(s) and details to be announced

Annual Holiday Lights Contest Just 
Around the Bend

The annual Mountain House Holiday Lights Contest is once again on-tap for 
this Holiday Season.  Sponsored by Mountain House Living/Shea Mountain House, 
LLC, the contest is always a favorite around town.

We will have much more detail in our December issue, but make note of the 
following dates for your Holiday pleasure:

•  Contest Entry Period will run November 13th through December 8, 2013;
•  Contest Voting will ensue December 13th, and continue through December 20th;
•  Contest winners will be announced December 21, 2013
Generally there have been cash prices for the best decorated homes, as deter-

mined by the voting results, and it's just a fun ventue all the way around.  Make 
your plans accordingly

Announcing: MH High School 
Community Update Meeting

Inviting all parents, students and interested community members!
Come and find out about progress and current events including Mountain 

House High School Campus and Program Development, Freshman/Sophomore 
Course Selection Survey, Upcoming participation in Family Science Nights, 
Formation of Athletic Boosters and ASB Programs, etc.

Please visit Mountain House High School Facebook Page:  
www.facebook.com/MHMustangs for more information. 

You can also use Google Moderator http://goo.gl/q0n3NT to give your input 
toward the meeting agenda and discussion points for the evening. Please voice 
your questions or wishes for this meeting so that we can tailor our presentation 
most effectively.

When: Tuesday, November 12th, 2013
Time: 7pm
Where: Bethany School MultiPurpose Room

For more information, please contact Principal Ben Fobert or Office Su-
pervisor Dawn Fontenot at Mountain House High School (209) 836-7460.

Submitted by Dawn Fontenot, 
MH High School Office Supervisor

Next MH Community Meeting 
Slated for Thursday, November 21st
Submitted by Dawn Fontenot, 
MH High School Office Supervisor

Do you have questions, concerns, ideas or issues with regard to any aspect of 
living here in Mountain House?  Do you feel like you have nowhere to learn and/or 
address things?  Then you haven't been to one of our roughly quarterly Community 
Meetings!

Held generally on a Thursday evening at one of the local school halls, the 
Mountain House Community Meetings provide a wealth of information, contacts, 
and resources.  Leaders from our various agencies, local and regional government 
representatives, and developers, speak to the gathering from 7:00 pm to roughly 
8:30pm, with time for group and individual questions and meet and greets for all.

Our next and final community meeting for 2013 will be held at Bethany School 
on Thursday, November 21st. Come at 6:30 and enjoy refreshments and talk with 
some of our local representatives. The meeting will start at 7:00pm. There will be 
lots of great information so please plan on joining us.

When: Thursday, November 21st, 2013
Time: 6:30pm social mixer, 7-9pm meeting
Where: Bethany School MultiPurpose Room

For more information, please go to www.MHCSD.com, or call (209) 831-2300.

https://www.facebook.com/MHMustangs
http://goo.gl/q0n3NT
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Services District Launches 
Open Town Hall
Submitted by Mountain House Community Services District

As reported here last month, the Moun-
tain House Community Service District 
has launched Open Town Hall, an exciting 
online platform designed to engage citizens 
in a conversation that will harness their 
input on important issues.

Officials will read the statements 
and incorporate them into the decision-
making process. Further, the district aims 
to empower citizens by providing them 
information on each issue to enrich online 
comment and to provide more opportuni-
ties for citizen interaction and engagement.

"We want the public to be part of the 
process and they’re online,” said Spokes-
person. "This is an incredibly cost-effective 
way to empower residents to participate in 
city decisions from the privacy and conve-
nience of their own home."

You are invited to respond to the first 
topic on Open Town Hall, which asks, 
“Which features would you like to see in 
the new neighborhood park?” You can read 
what others are saying about the proposed 
ordinance, and share your own opinion at 
www.peakdemocracy.com/1486.

Peak Democracy, a non-partisan 
company based in Northern California, 
developed the online platform. Their mis-
sion is to broaden civic engagement and 
build public trust in government. About 60 
other cities and counties across the country 
are using Open City Hall including Lake 
Oswego, Humboldt County, Palo Alto, Salt 
Lake City, and Saint Paul.

Please "LIKE" Our 
FaceBook Page

www.MHmatters.net

New Photo Albums Added

Facebook.com/mountainHousematters
Communications Building 

Community Bridges

http://www.peakdemocracy.com/1486
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"Mountain House Resident of the Month" is the brainchild of longtime resident Josh 
Anderson.  Josh, along with wife & partner, Treasure Molina, decided that some form of 
recognition should be extended to the many great people of our fine community.  Together, the 
duo put together a web site that allows residents to vote for those they feel most deserving of 
such recognition, with a focus on those generally too humble for such accolades.  The program 
is that of Josh and Treasure.  

We at Mountain House Matters had been thinking that a profile on a worthy resident each 
month would be a good thing.  As it happened, local writer, photographer, full-time mom, and 
sometimes Hang-Over Hero, Aleyta Meldrum, had been hoping to be involved in interviewing 
chosen residents and writing profile-type articles.

Utilizing the democratic voting process Josh & Treasure set up seemed a natural fit, offering 
some specific direction for defining a profile subject.  

So it is with great pleasure that Mountain House Matters now features the "Mountain House 
Resident Of The Month".  Voting may now be done by submitting the voting form from our site, 
at:  www.mhmatters.net/pages/rotm_vote.html

Mountain House Resident Of The Month:

As this month’s "MH Resident Of The 
Month" winner, Summer Wolfe, opened 
the door to welcome me into her house, 
I felt like I was hit with a breath of fresh 

air. She smiled from ear to ear, eyes sparkling, 
radiant in a beautiful dress. She was the poster woman for health and happiness.  This 
Italian beauty offered me some coffee and tea, all the while gliding from room to room 
with purpose and ease. I could tell she was where she wanted to be, in her cozy house, 
surrounded by photographs of her one true love, her family. She is the leader of what she 
calls, “The Wolfe Pack.” Together, her husband and two darling children have led a life of 
active living, outdoor experiences and US travels. The pride exuded from her voice when 
she spoke about them and her drive to make sure they live a long and healthy life. 

“We eat home-cooked meals six nights a week, and go out one. I say no to all GMO’s 
and try to teach my kids the benefits of choosing nutritious snacks.”  (Checkout www.
fooducate.com. Fooducate is a personal grocery advisor, helping people make healthy 
food choices for their families.) 

Growing up in an Italian family, Summer learned to cook “from-scratch meals” from 
her Grandma Rita. They recently made a “Cooking with Gigi” home video, in which they 
prepared Italian wedding soup, fresh bread and homemade pizza. “I feel like this is a way 
I can monitor what goes into my family's mouths, and we stay on a healthy path together,” 
she informed me. 

Hungry yet? Her husband, Charlie (whom she has known and been best-friends 
with since the eighth grade!), hails from the Native American Potawatomi Nation. This 
is a thriving community in Southwestern Michigan. Before his grandmother passed, she 
taught Summer to make the ever-popular Apple Cake, a staple in the Potawatomi culture. 

“I make it for Charlie’s Uncle every year on his birthday, and on Christmas and 
Thanksgiving.  I’m the only one in the family who knows how to make it.” 

As you can see, Summer is the type of selfless woman who wants those who are in 
her life to be surrounded by light and positivity. Which is why it doesn’t surprise me that 
she is the one who came up with an amazing program called Recycle for Reading.

Recycle for Reading is the brainchild of Summer and, as of now, run solely by this 
Earth mama. “I look to our local community to collect CA CRV bottles and cans and do-
nate them to our program. The money that is collected goes to our local Mountain House 
Libraries!”  This past year, Summer introduced the program at Questa School, and she 
hopes to grow out to all the schools in our district.  With excitement in her voice she tells 
me about the success, “We raised $971.04 through the work at Questa School!!” she stated 
with a clear sense of pride - in herself, as well as the community.  

“We don't want your cash just your trash!” These words were flowing from her mouth, 
with passion and enthusiasm. To her this isn't just a catchy phrase.  This exemplifies her 
drive for her mission, her motivation, and her future. With a smirk she whispers to me, 
“Michael Jackson said it best with his lyrics:

‘Heal the world
Make it a better place
For you and for me and the entire human race
There are people dying
If you care enough for the living
Make a better place
For you and for me’"
It is lucky for us that someone as giving and selfless as Summer Wolfe moved into 

this community years ago. “I prayed and prayed that God would lead us on the right path 
and hoped our path would end in Mountain House. I love Mountain House," she stated 
emphatically. “And, I love the life we lead here: walking to the parks; working out; par-
ticipating in clubs.” 

At this point she had tears glistening in her eyes. “My family is Mountain House. I 
would do anything for anyone here and I feel they would do the same.” She and Charlie 
made an effort in the earliest of days to own a home here.  They entered the original lot-
teries held for the early development.  "We went through the whole process, but just never 
had our number chosen.

Ultimately, they were able to buy their current home just after the crash in 2008.  
Summer made clear that she believes this is where she is meant to be, and it was just a 
matter of time, and timing.

Summer Wolfe
“Drink It Up, Bag It Up, And RECYCLE!” 
  Summer Wolfe, Environmental Warrior of Mountain House

By Aleyta Meldrum

Continued on page 18
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Mountain House Dental
Isabela L. Putzlacher, DDS

209.839.8755
•  Laser Dentistry with Waterlase MD
•  Gentle and Personalized Treatment
•  Digital X-rays /Intra Oral Camera
•  White Fillings, Veneers & Crowns
•  Teeth Whitening, Sealants
•  Emergencies Welcome
•  Nitrous Oxide Available

Now Offering

One Appointment 

crown
CEREC Machine

561 Wicklund Crossing (next door to Wicklund's Market)

with The Wand!  Computerized Anesthesia
Experience Less Painful Dentistry

"We feed you like family"- Happy Holidays from Misenplace Catering Company
www.Facebook.com/misenplacecateringco

Ask about out Holiday Specials! 
We cater to any event big or small

• Thanksgiving Dinner
• Christmas Party
• Private Party

contact us:

• Family Gatherings
• Social Events
• Corporate Events

• Party Trays for Pick-up or Delivery

Like Us on Facebook:
ChefPowe23@gmail.com

(209) 229-1434

catering company

Have A Stress-Free Holiday 
with

Submitted by WSF President Airika Smith-Payne

BSF/WSF Fall Carnival Steps It Up A Few Notches
On behalf of the Wicklund 

School Foundation, I would like to 
thank our Mountain House com-
munity for making this year's Fall 
Carnival such a huge success! We 
greatly appreciate all of the parents, 
staff, and students who volunteered 
their time to help with all of the 
preparation. We also would like to 
thank all of our sponsors and ven-
dors. Thank you Mountain House, 
see you next Fall!

 Family Movie Night:  Please 
join us on Friday, November 15th 
for a fun filled family movie night! 
Doors open at 6:30, showtime is 
at 7pm. Admission is free, there 
will be pizza, beverages, cotton 
candy, gluten free snacks and lots of 
other delicious treats available for 
purchase. Please feel free to wear 
your pj's and bring your favorite 
blanket and small pillow! Please 
NO outside food, and please do not 
leave your children unattended. Due 
to movie licensing restrictions, we 
are not allowed to reveal the movie 
title in print. For the movie title, 
please contact president@wick-
lundschoolfoundation.org  Thanks 
for your support...see you at movie 
night!

http://www.Facebook.com/misenplacecateringco
mailto:ChefPowe23@gmail.com
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Mountain House Feral Cat Rescue
Is Holding Super Cat & Kitten Adoption Fairs!

There will be many adorable cats and kittens on display for you to hold and cuddle 
    and fall in love with.  Maybe even take one or two home as your very own.

Come join us Sundays in November
November 10th & 24th  • 11am-3:30pm

at Petfood Express: 1436 1st St., Livermore
www.MountainHouseCats.com

QSF Fall Carnival A Fun Time For All

QSF would like to thank Questa School, 
Principal Vergara, our wonderful teachers 
and awesome parent/student volunteers for 
allowing us to put on our 3rd annual Fall 
Carnival. It was so nice to see so many 
families from our community enjoying 
themselves while supporting our school.  
Thank you for making our event a success!  
We are truly thankful.

Submitted by: Michelle Matousek, President, Questa School Foundation
email: questaschoolfoundation@gmail.com
www.questaschoolfoundation.org
www.facebook.com/questaschoolfoundation

Some Questa School events to put on your calendar:
11/4 – 11/8: Book Fair until 3:30pm all week
11/11: Veterans Day - No School
11/15: Turkey Trot!
11/18 – 11/22: Parent-Teacher Conferences & Early Dismissal all week
11/25 – 11/29: Thanksgiving Break – No School
Upcoming in December: QSF Shop ‘n Drop 12/13 and Jingle All the Way 5K 12/15!
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Submitted By Cody Love 
Photos by Cody Love Photography

"Much Ado About Nothing" is a 
play written by William Shakespeare. 
Thought to have been written in 1598 
and 1599, this comedic play, as per-
formed by the Kimball High School 
drama core, kept you on your toes 
with its moments of hilarity, shame, 
court politics and serious meditations 
on honor.

The story focuses on two pairs of 
lovers: Benedick (played by Eric Sim-
monds) and  Beatrice (Molly Lithgow); 
and Claudio (Thayne Hanson) and Hero 
(Michaela Evans) as they take you 
through this wild tale. 

The cast, led by their Director/Pro-
ducer Mrs. Geri Neylan and Assistant 
Director Mr. Chris Munger, showed 
great poise and passion, making each 
moment more believable than the last. 
Their dedication was evident as the 
crowd erupted in to laughter as well as 
gasps of shock as the play unfolded.

Much Ado About Nothing Sparkles

u Live Music On Saturdays
u Friday Night Wine Pourings
u Full Wine Bar
u Custom Gift Baskets
u Port, Cigars, and Beer

Bring in this ad for15% offEntire Purchase

A Friendly Local 
  Wine Tasting Experience

2467 Naglee Rd., Tracy
Tracy Pavilion (Next To Massage Envy)

 (209) 839-2200
www.vino100tracy.com

expires 11/30/13

“To be a well-favoured man is the gift of fortune; 
 but to write and read comes by nature.” 

- William Shakespeare, Much Ado About Nothing
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Precious Babies 
Child Care & Preschool

home away from home

Preschool-Before/After 
School-0 to 13yrs

zoinksjump4fun@hotmail.com
(209) 922-4475

preciousbabies@hotmail.com

Zoinks Jump 4 Fun 
P a r t y  R e n t a l s

(209) 221-6464

"Residents Of The Month" Honored At Recognition Dinner

Live Music • Comedy
Wine Down Wednesdays
Therapeutic Thursdays

2467 Naglee Rd., Tracy
Tracy Pavilion (Next To Massage Envy)

 (209) 839-2200
www.vino100tracy.com

Friday, 11/8/13 • 6-8pm
cLUb NIgHT!  Come on down and try out 

your November wine club wines!
Saturday, 11/9/13 • 7 -9pm

Join us for a 2nd night of 
cLUb wINES and 

LIVE MUSIC by Gage!
Thursday, 11/14/13

Tracy Chamber Mixer  5-7pm
Karaoke! 7-10pm

Friday, 11/15/13 • 6-8pm
Steven Mirassou, of Steven Kent & La 

Rochelle wineries, pouring
Saturday, 11/16/13 • 8-10pm

Comedy Night
Friday, 11/22/13 • 6-8pm

Pinot Noir Flight Night and 
Live Music with Jesse!

Saturday, 11/23/13 • 7 -9pm
LIVE MUSIC - BRB Returns!

Bryan Harrison, Ron Davis, & Bob Corden
Thursday, 11/28/13

Closed - Happy Thanksgiving!
Black Friday, 11/29/13

Black Friday @ Vino100!  All Day Event

By Bryan Harrison

First Annual Toy Run!  
Saturday, November 30, 2013

Noon - 5pm

925-447-0365 

Since 1849

16784 Grant Line Road, Tracy CA 95391 • 925447-0365
www.Facebook.com/MountainHouseBar

  •  Mountain House Taco Thursdays 
•  BBQ Every Weekend

Your Family-Friendly Hometown Pub
A Mountain House Tradition

Please bring Two New, Unwrapped, Toys or Two cans of Non-Perishable Food
To Benefit Children of Tracy Interfaith Ministries

•  Gift Cards Accepted for Older Children    •  Good Food & Music for Your Enjoyment
•  Vendor Space Available    •  Must Donate to Raffle

For more information, Call Mountain House Bar 

or
Genie Gonzales

209-614-5284

By special invitation by "Resident Of 
The Month" creators, Josh Anderson & 
Treasure Molina, those elected to the pres-
tigious position, and their very significant 
others, were honored at the first Recognition 
Dinner, held Saturday, November 2, 2013 at 
Josh & Treasure's home.

In addition to the winners, CSD Board 
Members, as well as interview author Aleyta 
Meldrum and husband, Matt, were invited 
to join in the very fun and festive evening 
of fine catered food, wine and beer.

"We intend for this to be the beginning 
of an annual tradition," stated Josh in greet-
ing the small crowd of Mountain House 
movers and shakers.  An impressive crowd, 
to be sure, and a fun night for all.
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MH Sports
Another MH Flag Football Season 
Is In The Books
By Andy Su Varsity W L 

49ers 4 6
Cowboys 8 2
Lions 6 4
Eagles 6 4
Vikings 6 4
Bears 0 10

Sophomore W L 
Cowboys 10 0
Seahawks 8 2
Jets 6 4
Giants 5 5
Lions 4 6
49ers 3 9
Bears 3 9
Cardinals 1 9

JV W L 
Dolphins 10 0
Jets 8 2
Chiefs 5 5
Ravens 3 7
Texans 4 6
Colts 0 10

Novice W L
Chargers 8 2
Browns 8 2
Chiefs 7 3
Ravens 7 3
Colts 6 4
Jets 2 8
Bills 1 9
Dolphins 1 9

Mountain House Flag Football Standings

For more, go to: 
www.mhflagfootball.com/2013-schedules-and-results

A portion of the closing ceremony crowd.  photo by Liz Grande

2013 was another great year for our nonprofit 
organization, Mountain House Flag Football Inc. 
(MHFF).  We were able to provide recreational 
activities to even more people this year. 
1) Youth Flag Football League (5th year)

We have grown from 80 kids in 2009 and 
236 last year to 280 kids this year (400% and 19% 
increase, respectively).  With growth of course 
comes growing pains but I think we took some steps 
forward and it was another very successful season.  

Our overall football survey score was again 
excellent at 4.61 out of 5.  

We are going to need even more parents to 
step up and volunteer to help this league grow and 
get better again next year!
2) Youth Cheer (2nd year)

We had 51 cheerleaders this year (about the 
same as last year).  Our numbers were limited by 
the lack of coaches (had to turn kids away again).  

Our overall cheer survey score was again excellent at 4.54 out of 5.  
To grow our program, we're going to need more parents to step up and volunteer next year.  We also have to 

continue to make the program more fun for the kids.
3) Adult Flag Football League (3rd year)

This league continues to grow as well.  We increased from 11 teams in 2012 to 16 teams this year (45% increase).
Congratulations to the Black Mamba for winning their second consecutive Competitive Division Championship.
Congratulations to Tracy Crossfit for winning their second consecutive Recreational Division Championship.
4) Golf Club (3rd year)

We again held 8 monthly tournaments from March through October.  Participation increased from 198 players 
last year to 209 players this year (6% increase). Congratulations to Rafael Del Rosario for winning the 2013 Player 
of the Year Award.  

The growth slowed this year but I'm looking for ways to continue to grow this club. 
5) Tennis Club (3rd year)

Youth group tennis lessons were offered from January through November this year and many kids participated 
in this program.

The 3rd annual club tournament was held in May and again had limited 
players (9).  We really need to improve that number going forward.

I'm also looking for ways to continue to grow all parts of this club. 
6) MH Kite Run (first year)

Our first year organizing the run was also the most successful race in the 
history of the Fun Run (years 1-7)/Kite Run (8th year).  We crushed the previ-
ous high in runners (187) with over 400 runners in the 5k/10k and over 100 
kids in the Kids Run. 
I'm looking forward to another successful event in 2014.
7) MH Halloween Parade (first year)

Our first year organizing the parade was also very successful.  We had 9 
sponsors and over 200 kids and their parents came.  Next year, we will make 
the event even bigger.

As usual, if you have any questions, comments or suggestions to make our 
nonprofit even better or would like to volunteer in the future, please contact me 
at andy@mhflagfootball.com.
If you would like to be permanently removed from the MHFF e-mail list, 
please let me know.

Sincerely,
Andy Su
President, MH Flag Football

MH Hurricanes Cheer 
Crew Continues to Excel
from the Facebook page

The Hurricanes Cheer crew rocked it at TVYFL/JAMZ Competition
So proud of our Hurricane Girls! They brought home two 
2nd place trophies today and qualified for Nationals!
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West Coast Soccer In Action At Wicklund Field
By Bryan Harrison

The bright sunshiny morning of October 12, 2013 presented a 
beautiful day on many fronts. Leaving the Pancake Breakfast one 
could not help but come across the morning scrimmages. 

The bright green WCS identifier was present everywhere. Two 
games were well under way, with parental units lining the sidelines, 
as they are prone to do.

"For the love of the game..." Indeed.

Full Service Grooming
for Dogs & Cats

www.ThePamperedPetGroomingAndSpa.com

(209) 833-7600(925) 240-0676

Brentwood
7720 Brentwood Blvd, Ste B

Tracy
1843 W. 11th Street

visit us on
Facebook

Halloween Pub Crawl Serves Up Fun Tradition

Composite shot of the Halloween-Themed Pub Crawl crowd.  Here's to a safe 'n sane (ok, maybe 
not so sane) Halloween!   (Not pictured: host Ron Dillon, and photo-man, Bryan Harrison

Bryan Harrison with a selfie - with Ron Dillon

In the Mountain House tradition, the Halloween seasonal Pub Crawl came together.  Held Saturday, October 26, 2013, 
the "crawl" ranged from the outer reaches of Wicklund all the way across town to Questa Village, with crawlers walking the 
distance.  Five homes served as the pubs, with each dishing up their own themes.  Another very fun evening.  Even once we 
have a very local pub, this tradition will likely continue.
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Josh's Corner: Negotiating Strategies 
By Katherine Havener
Accredited Leader, La Leche League International

You have just been set up to take multiple bids at once, and this gives you the 
freedom to go with the best one.  Potential homeowners who really want your house 
for their own are going to start bidding high, and they might keep overbidding each 
other.  In this type of situation, or a bidding war, it is not uncommon at all for the 
seller to come away with more than their asking price.

The reality of the situation is that you might only get one bid out of the whole 
shebang.  However, the bidder isn’t privy to that information.  The fact that they 
know they could be competing against other offers works in your favor, as well.  
They are going to try to make an offer that’s better than everyone else’s because 
they don’t have a clue that there is no one else at all.  At the end of the day, who 
does the winner turn out to be?  You do!

Negotiating Technique #4: An Expiration Date for Extra Motivation
Let me remind you.  Once a buyer makes an offer you don’t want to accept, 

and you then make a counter offer, you are legally bound to see the negotiation 
process through until you and the bidder either comes to agreeable conditions or 
agrees to part ways.  This means that you can’t take a higher offer if one comes a 
long, and that is just a rotten situation to be in.  However, there is a way that you 
can counteract this problem.  You can set yourself up for a higher selling price and 
a shorter waiting time all at the same time.

To help your cause, selling your home quickly for the most money possible 
that is, put an expiration date on your counter offer.  Basically, what that means is 
that you give your bidder a certain amount of time to either agree or disagree with 
your terms.

Now, I encourage you to be reasonable about this.  The last thing you want to do 
is turn your buyer off by making the timeframe too short, particularly if they aren’t 
that far off from your ideal price with their current offer.  However, feel free to go 
below the standard time used in your state.  So, if the typical deadline is three days, 
make yours two.  The potential buyers will know you mean business, but that you 
also respect that this is a life changing decision for them, as well as for yourself.

There’s also another reason to expedite these contracts besides quickly closing 
a deal or being free to negotiate with other buyers.  The longer your home is on the 
market, the less desirable it appears to potential buyers.  If the deal falls through, 
you’ve extended the number of days your home has been on the market.  In other 
words, valuable time has been wasted.  By shortening that time, you’re shortening 
your overall number of marketed days in the event this deal doesn’t go through.

Negotiating Technique #5: Pay the Piper, but Raise the Price 
More and more, buyers are asking sellers to pay their closing costs, which are 

normally around 3% of the actual price of the home.  I know it makes you shudder 
to even think of handing out that kind of cash.  However, this kind of deal could 
actually work to your benefit.  Let me explain.

The Buyer’s Perspective
Let’s look at this from a buyer’s perspective for a moment.  Many homebuyers 

just can’t afford to come up with those kinds of additional costs.  Often, they are 
strapped for cash after coming up with the down payment for your home, money 
for new appliances, moving expenses and redecoration needs. 

Your Perspective
On the other hand, it isn’t quite fair for you to come up with that much cash so 

they can buy a home, now is it.  After all, they not only want you to pay the closing 
costs but also to come down on your original price.

I’ll give it to you straight.  You should pay those closing costs.  Wait!  Before 
you decide I’ve lost my marbles and toss your PC out of the nearest window, allow 
me to show you how paying those costs will work for you and not against you in 
the long run.  You should pay the closing costs, but you should also increase the 
price the buyers pay for your home by the same amount.  Let me restate that.  If the 
only thing keeping you from selling your home is the out of pocket costs for clos-
ing fees, and you’re able to pay it, it would be beneficial for you to do so.  But, you 
should recoup that money by raising the price on your home by the same amount. 

You see, the buyers may not be able to come up with the extra cash for the clos-
ing costs, but they can often borrow more money with their loan.  Many buyers just 
don’t realize that if you pay their closing costs, you are giving up some substantial 
profit on your home’s sale.  So, help them realize that fact in your counter offer.

Here’s how you handle the situation.  Basically, when the buyer submits an offer 
that includes you paying the closing costs, simply counter with an offer that says 
you’ll do just that.  That is, you’ll do just that as long as they agree to the higher 
price you’re proposing for your home.

Ideally, this approach allows you to come out smelling like a rose, because 
you’ll get back the money you invested for closing costs as 
soon as the deal is done

I wish you the very best with the sale of your home.  
Joshua L Anderson, Realtor / CDPE / BPO / REO,
KLEMM Real Estate, is a 10 year resident of Mountain House, CA, and 
a strong proponent of the use of local, Mountain House-based, realtors 
for optimum effectiveness.  He may be reached directly on his cell, at: 
(209) 688-5251; office line (209) 229-1369; fax (888) 814-3958; or email 
homesbyjosh@yahoo.com
DRE License Number: 01880040  •  www.mhhomevalue.com
Follow Josh on his blog:  www.joshuatherealtor.com/

The Mountain House Indian commu-
nity, and Tracy, are celebrating Lord Balji 
Kalyana Utsavam:  Srinivasa Kalyana Ut-
savam Balaji Kalyanam

WHEN: Saturday November 23rd, 2 PM
WHERE: Monticello Elementary School, 

1001 Cambridge Place, Tracy, CA 95377 
DETAILS: Shiva Vishnu Temple, Liver-

more CA will be performing vishesha (spe-
cial) Srinivasa (Balaji) Kalyana Utsavam at 
Monticello Elementary School on Saturday 
November 23rd, 2 PM. 

Lord Balaji, Goddess Sridevi and Goddess Bhudevi Utsava Murthis (idols) will 
be brought from Shiva Vishnu Temple to perform this celestial wedding. All are 
welcome. Prasadam will be provided after the Kalyanotsavam. 

 Don’t miss this divine opportunity, please come with your family & friends to 
participate in this auspicious event and receive blessings. 

COST: Free
INFO: For further details, please contact Event Coordinators: Anand Gundu 

at 209-832-9539, Venkat Meka at 510-364-0844, Kiran Dasari at 925-963-5548, 
Ravikiran Kethidi at 209-607-0173 or Shiva Vishnu Temple Office at 925-449-6255 
and select option 3.
http://www.livermoretemple.org/hints/content/html/2013/srinivasa_kalyanam_monticello.
pdf

MH Indian Community To Celebrate 
Lord Balji Kalyana Utsavam
Submitted by Ravikiran Kethidi

http://www.livermoretemple.org/hints/content/html/2013/srinivasa_kalyanam_monticello.pdf
http://www.livermoretemple.org/hints/content/html/2013/srinivasa_kalyanam_monticello.pdf
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The Tri-Valley Basket Brigade was founded by Mountain House residents Kath-
erine Havener and Mauricio “Reese” Ramos in 2007, and has become a favorite event 
for families in Mountain House, as well as from all over the Bay Area.   This year’s 
Brigade is being held on Saturday morning, November 16 at Valley Montessori School, 
N Livermore Avenue, Livermore.  
There are several ways to become involved with the Basket Brigade:

Become a pre-event volunteer, performing administrative and other tasks as needed 
to help the Brigade run smoothly.  Or, become a Brigade Day Team Lead, helping the 
Coordinators manage volunteers on the day of the event.  

Make and deliver baskets on Brigade Day.  To participate on Brigade Day, you must 
register and make your food pledge on the Brigade website:  www.trivalleybasketbrigade.
com.  Every volunteer must bring $20 in specified food items with them to the Brigade.   

Donate food or money to the Brigade.   If you cannot participate on Brigade Day, 
but still want to help, you can register and make a food pledge or donate money on the 
Brigade website: www.trivalleybasketbrigade.com.  Food pledges may be dropped off 
prior to the Brigade at the Havener/Ramos home in Altamont.

The Brigade also is looking to families that cannot afford a Thanksgiving meal this 
holiday season.  If you are, or know of, a deserving family, please visit www.trival-
leybasketbrigade.com/Recipients/Suggest-A-Recipient

For more information on the Tri Valley Basket Brigade, please visit the Brigade 
website: www.trivalleybasketbrigade.com.  If you would like to become a pre-event or 
Brigade Day team lead, or want information about dropping off donations prior to the 
event, please contact Katherine Havener at kchavener@att.net.  

T h e r e ' s  a 
new, non-com-
petition pageant 
for girls and boys 

coming to town, designed especially for 
girls and boys, ages 5-22, with special 
needs.  "Miss/Mr. Inspirational American 
2014 Pageant", produced and designed by 
Mrs. California BOTN, AnneMarie Fuller, 
is intended to demonstrate good will, and 
the beauty within every young american.  
The event will celebrate each contestant.  
Each boy will receive a medallion and 
title, and each girl who participates will 
receive a crown and title! 

Cost to enter is $35 per participant.  
The Pageant will be held June 14, 2014.
This is a non competition pageant for girls 
& boys with special needs, aged 5-22.
www.facebook.com/Inspirational
AmericanSpecialNeedsPageant

Basket Brigade Returns 
This Thanksgiving
Submitted by Katherine Havener
Basket Brigade

New Pageant 
For Special 
Needs Kids 
By Bryan Harrison

Mountain House has added a sec-
ond 5K run this year! With over 400 
annual participants at MH Kite Run, 
the Runners Club had agreed to direct another event on December 15, 2013 - "Jingle 
All the Way 5k". 

The MH Runners Club, brainchild of Corey Strock and Matt Mullen, will be hosting 
the event, to benefit Lammersville Elementary Unified School District Foundations.  
All four foundations: Bethany; Lammersville; Questa; and Wicklund have agreed to 
supply volunteers for the event, secure local sponsors, and will receive 1/4 each of the 
total profit for their hard work. 

The Jingle All the Way 5k is a run/walk event designed with a family focus. The 
event begins at 8 am and doesn't end until the last finisher crosses the line.

For only $30, all paid registrants will receive: a long sleeve tech shirt with the race 
logo and sponsors; swag bags; concessions day of; and professional timing. 

There will be holiday-themed entertainment from 8-11 am. Foundations will be 
present selling goodies such as donuts, bagels, and coffee for all non-participants. 

If you don't want to run or walk the event, please consider coming out to support 
your Elementary Schools! 

Sponsorship options are also available. $200 bucks will get your logo on the shirt, 
and (provided you sponsor really soon) your logo on a flier that will be put in every door 
in Mountain House. That's a good deal for sponsors. IMO. Register from the Facebook 
page:  www.facebook.com/mhjinglerun, or directly, at:  www.active.com/mountain-
house-ca/running/races/mh-jingle-all-the-way-5k-2013, or email for sponsorship.  
Corey@mhrunners.com.

Jingle All The Way 5k To Be 
Held December 15th
Submitted by Corey Strock

get MOORE 
For Less with

209-390-1313
www.MQpest.com

v General Pest Control
v Critter Control & Exclusion
v Rats/Mice/Gophers

At Moore Quality Pest Control 
we aim to provide top-notch 
service for a reasonable rate.

Family Owned & Operated Since 2008

call us today for a 
FREE quote209.639.9876

Your Local Home Improvement Specialist!

P r o b l e m s  A t  H o m e ?

RiverWorks
Int./Ext. Painting • Sheetrock Repairs • Carpentry • Power Washing

Cabinets • Plumbing Upgrades • Entertainment Centers
General Contractor

License #752119
Lee Rivers
FREE ESTIMATESCALL

CALL

(209)-834-6861
www.CDMTile.com

License #: C54-930291

Mountain House 
Tile Contractor 

Specializing in Kitchen & 
Bathroom Remodeling 

as well as Fireplaces, 
Patios and Flooring

Free In-Home
Consultation

http://www.trivalleybasketbrigade.com
http://www.trivalleybasketbrigade.com
mailto:kchavener@att.net
https://www.facebook.com/InspirationalAmericanSpecialNeedsPageant
https://www.facebook.com/InspirationalAmericanSpecialNeedsPageant
https://www.facebook.com/mhjinglerun
http://www.active.com/mountain-house-ca/running/races/mh-jingle-all-the-way-5k-2013
http://www.active.com/mountain-house-ca/running/races/mh-jingle-all-the-way-5k-2013
mailto:Corey@mhrunners.com
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MH Community Services District:  www.MHCSD.com - 230 S. Sterling Drive, Suite 100
MH Sheriff Services: Emergency - 911 • Non-Emergency - (209) 468-4400
MH Fire Services: Emergency - 911 • Non-Emergency - (209) 831-6700
MH Library:  www.ssjcpl.org/locations/county/mhouse.html - 579 Wicklund Crossing
MH Online Forum:  www.MHvillages.com
MH Wiki:  http://wiki.mhvillages.com/
MH Facebook Group:  facebook.com/groups/MountainHouse
San Joaquin County Animal Services:  (209) 953-6070
MH Asian-American Association: www.mhaaa.com
MH Autism Awareness:  search Mountain House Autism Awareness on Facebook
MH Cooks Club: www.facebook.com/groups/216816358451414/
MH Dog Club:  www.MHdogclub.com
MH Feral Cat Rescue:  www.MountainHouseCats.com - 209-597-8150
MH Flag Football, Inc.:  www.mhflagfootball.com (including: MH Tennis, Youth Cheer, Golf Club, & Kite Run)
MH Freecycle: http://groups.yahoo.com/group/Mtnhousefreecycle/ 
MH Gardeners Facebook Group: Search Mountain House Gardeners on FB
MH Home Schoolers:  facebook.com/groups/mhhomeschoolers
MH La Leche League:  www.lllnorcal.org/groups/LivermoreCA.html
MH Little League:  www.mountainhouselittleleague.org
MH Matters Facebook Page:  www.facebook.com/MountainHouseMatters
MH Mothers Club:  www.MHmothersclub.com
MH Poker Club: www.mhpoker.com
MH Recycle for Reading: contact Summer Wolfe (925) 570-8770
MH Running Club:  www.MHrunners.com
MH Sports, Inc.:  www.mh-sports.org  (including: "Hurricane Nation" football, and Youth Basketball)
MH Virtual Garage Sale: www.facebook.com/groups/MHvirtualgaragesale
MH Wine Club:  www.MHwineclub.com
MH Soccer/West Coast Soccer Club:  http://westcoastsoccerclub.com
MH Walking Club:  www.facebook.com/groups/MHWalkingClub
Macaroni Kid - MH/Brentwood:  www.MountainHouse.MacaroniKid.com
Neighborhood Watch:  Questa - www.facebook.com/groups/questamountainhouse.nw
Tracy Talks Community page for Tracy & MH:  www.facebook.com/OfficialTracyTalks

MH R.O.T.M. Summer Wolfe
Continued from page 9

Her faith has led her to believe there are no 
strangers in this world, just God’s people. So she 
wanted to do what she could, to make this town better 
for her “family.” 

‘I love children. I love going to the schools to 
pick up the recycle bins and watching the kids run 
and play. This is my way to be involved in the com-
munity, and give back.” 

Not only does Summer pick up the bins from 
house to house, school to school, sporting event to 
event…she does the dirty work, taking them to the 
Recycling Center, and maximizing their value by 
counting one bottle/can at a time. She makes clear 
that without the support of her family she wouldn’t 
be able to do any of it. 

“My husband let’s me use his truck. I get it all dirty 
and sticky but he knows the importance of this and how 
much passion I have for it so he is all for it,” she gushes. 
Charlie, the other leader in the “Wolfe Pack,” works hard 
as an electrician so Summer can do what she loves - stay-
ing at home with her kids, and working to help better our 
community, while playing a significant role in saving the 
local environment. 

When she’s not bettering our planet, she and the 
Wolfe-Pack like to do everything they can outdoors. “We 
wake-board, dirt bike, boat, and travel to visit our out of 
state family. We even went to Tahoe on our honeymoon! 
We love snow-boarding!”  

I can say without hesitation that this beautiful being 

• List with a Local Expert

•  Free Home Value Report

•  Proven Track Record

• 70+ Home Sales in
 Mountain House Alone!

We Now Have Equity in Our Town!
Feeling Ready to Sell?  I Can Help You Maximize Value

 Gevon Polgar  Call: 408-203-3596   Realtor/CDPE

www.GevonPolgar.com

Gevon Polgar is a Top Producing, Full Service Realtor and Expert Short Sale Specialist who represents 
both buyers and sellers with a 100% Success Rate on all his Short Sale transactions. Gevon has the 
experience, qualifications and skillset to handle all types of complex transactions.

BRE# 01875675

lives life 
to the full-
es t .  She 

lives every single day as her last, and fills 
it with positivity and love. I can’t think of 
a better person to win this award. She ac-
complishes these tasks under the radar, never 
calling attention to herself while working 
hard to better our community and make our 
world a better place in which to live. 

“I want to include a huge thanks to my 
sister Jennifer Hill, and friends Stephanie 
Gale and Kristine Light, for their time 
spent helping Recycle for Reading grow 
in this community. And, a special thanks to 
Estrella Dodge for her leadership in getting 
me nominated!  I am truly honored to be 
named Resident of the Month,” she says. 

Believe me when I say Mountain House 
wants to thank YOU, Summer, for making 
this program a success and continuing to 
support our libraries and schools. 

Please read below for ways to contact 
Summer and get involved in her amazing 
program. 

Recycle for Reading:  Text, email, or 
call when your bag is full and they will be by 
to pick up your CA CRV Bottles and Cans. 
If you would like to have a RECYCLE box 
sent to your home, please contact them with 
your home address.

Summer Wolfe: Cell# 925-570-8770, 
or email: recycleforreading@gmail.com.

Summer Wolfe shows off every back issue 
of MH Matters she's kept, with publisiher 
Bryan Harrison.

Summer with profile author Aleyta 
Meldrum.

http://www.MHvillages.com
http://www.MHvillages.com
http://www.mhaaa.com
http://www.facebook.com/groups/216816358451414/
http://www.MHdogclub.com
http://www.MountainHouseCats.com
http://www.mhflagfootball.com
http://groups.yahoo.com/group/Mtnhousefreecycle/
http://www.lllnorcal.org/groups/LivermoreCA.html
http:// www.mountainhouselittleleague.org
http://www.MHmothersclub.com
http://www.MHmothersclub.com
http://www.mh-sports.org
http://www.MHwineclub.com
http://www.MountainHouse.MacaroniKid.com


Mountain House Matters! November 2013 19

By Bryan Harrison

MHFF Rocks The Halloween Parade
When it appeared that there would 

be no general Halloween Parade for 
the masses this year, up stepped Dr. 
Andy Su, and his Mountain House Flag 
Football non-profit organization. With 
less than two weeks to prepare, the 
group, led by Andy's drive and efforts, 
secured a healthy bevy of sponsors, and 
got the word out best they could. Come 
parade day, Sunday, October 27, nearly 
200 children, most in costumes, along 
with their parents, turned out at Bethany 
Park to celebrate All Hallows' Eve (or 
close to it).

Sponsors who generously stepped 
up with treats for the kids included: 
Jenni Kaus Tellers, Portraits of Grace 
Photography; Gevon Polgar & Nansi 
Essalou, Klemm Realty; Shelley Pu-
entes, MH Macaroni Kids; Joshua 
Anderson/Treasure Molina, Klemm 
Realty; Angel Lamb, Real Estate Depot; 
Mike Samawi, Klemm Realty; Jennifer 
& Cody Love, Love's Family Preschool 
and Cody Love Photography; Bryan & 
Patricia Harrison and Pat Middleton, 
MH Matters!; MH Flag Football; and 
Tristan Chabot.

Families paraded around a course 
within the park, where sponsors await-
ed, passing out treats to all the kids. 
Costume judging was done at the end 
of the parade, with the winners getting 
to choose one of the customized painted 
pumpkins donated by Arya Farms, and 
painted by MH Flag Football volun-
teers.

Round one judges selected the top 
15 finalists, and included: Angel Rios 
Sacco; Shannon Hughes; and David 
Pombo. Round two judges were charged 
with choosing the top three costumes, 
and included: Christina Corden; Andy 
Su; and Michelle Leal.

"This really worked out well," 
stated Dr. Su. "We will definitely plan 
to do it again next year."

Happy Halloween, everybody!



www.ShaunSells.com

*Free In-Home Consultation

DRE# 01896658

Call Shaun Zamrykut
       209-207-2084

Get Listed! Get Sold!

Mountain House - Resident 
Mountain House - Top Producer 

4
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Choosing the right realtor DOES make a difference
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 Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday

Youth Action Com. Mtg
6:30pm - MHCSD Building

MH Wine Club - 7-10pm 
info at: www.MHwineclub.com

Zumba
7-8pm -Wicklund School 

Taco Thursday
5-8pm -MH Bar - All ages

MHCSD Board Meeting
7pm -MHCSD Building

Zumba
7-8pm -Wicklund School 

Taco Thursday
5-8pm -MH Bar - All ages

Zumba
7-8pm -Wicklund School 

Zumba
7-8pm -Wicklund School 

Vino100 & MH Bar Closed
Happy Thanksgiving!

  Mountain House Community Events Calendar

Zumba
7-8pm -Wicklund School 

Zumba
7-8pm -Wicklund School 

To submit your community-oriented event for consideration on the Mountain House Matters monthly calendar,
please email event info, date, time, and location to: info@mhmatters.net

All dates and events subject to change.  Check with your respective groups to verify

Free Tutoring by YAC
5-7pm - MH Library

Free Tutoring by YAC
5-7pm - MH Library

Free Tutoring by YAC
5-7pm - MH Library

MHFCR Adoption Fair
@Petfood Express (Vintner Square)
1436 1st St. Livermore, CA 94550
11am-3:30pm

MHFCR Adoption Fair
@Petfood Express (Vintner Square)
1436 1st St. Livermore, CA 94550
11am-3:30pm

MH Flag Football
bethany Field
Allstar Game - 
see page 12

zumba back to wicklund!  Classes are still Tuesday and Thursdays 
from 7-8 pm, back at Wicklund School

MHFCR Adoption Fair
@Petfood Express (Vintner Square)
1436 1st St. Livermore, CA 94550
11am-3:30pm

No MHFcR Adoption Fair

Holiday Lights Contest 
Entry Opens
Nov 13 thru  Dec 8

MH Town Center Workshop 
Follow-up
7pm -MHCSD Building

MH Community Meeting!
7-9pm -Bethany School MPR

Veterans' Day
Schools Closed

BRB at Vino100- 7-10pm 
Live music with
Bryan Harrison, Ron Davis, 
Bob Corden & Friends

December


