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MHHS Ground-Breaking Ceremony Launches Final Phase
of Construction
By Bryan Harrison • Photos by Justin Yago

MH Fire Dept Pancake
Breakfast Oct 22 page 6

A Ground-Breaking Ceremony was held at
Mountain House High School to usher-in the
beginning of the third and final phase of construction to complete the school Friday, September
2, 2016.
Officials and dignitaries were on-hand to take part
in congratulating the district and the community
at large, in a ceremony moderated by LUSD
Superintendent, Dr. Kirk Nicholas.
Dr. Nicholas welcomed everyone and introduced
School District Board of Trustees President,
Mathew Balzarini, along with Trustees Shane
Nielson, David Pombo. Sharon Lampel and
Colin Clements.
continued page 3

Once Upon A Child
Ribbon-Cutting page 9

ACE Forward Options at Town Hall Another Great Music In The Park Caps Season
By Bryan Harrison

The MH Community Services District held a special town hall meeting
Thursday, September 22, 2016 with
a focus on progress by the folks at
the ACE (Altamont Commuter Express) railway service.
On-hand to give the latest on the
plans to expand service and stations
were key players within that organization, including: Dan Leavitt,
Manager of Regional Initiatives
(SJJPA / SJRRC); and Chris Key,
Marketing Manager.

MH Kindness Club Honors Pillars of Community
page 10
Dan Leavitt

continued page 4
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continued from page 1

Acknowledgments and Recognition followed
from: Assembly-person Susan Eggman’s office, presented Balzarini with a congratulatory
certificate; as did San Joaquin County Supervisor, Bob Elliott, who was on-hand personally.
Board President Balzarini spoke briefly about
the years of work and dedication of this board,
first in the unification process, and then in
seeing the construction of the high school
through.
President of the “Yes on Measure L” committee, Danelle Fobert, spoke briefly, acknowledging the board, Superintendent Nicholas,
and her husband, Ben Fobert. The latter Fobert
being Principal of MH High School.
Dr. Jessie Garza-Roderick, Dean of the Delta
College South Campus at Mountain House,
spoke a bit about the success of the “k-14”

advanced joint effort the college has with the
LUSD and MHHS, whereby those who qualify
to pursue it may actually graduate high school
having earned their AA degree simulaneously.
And, Principal Fobert took a turn at the mic
with an emotionally celebratory tenor in his
pleasure of seeing this day happen.
Dr. Nicholas, too, expressed his pride and appreciation toward the community for their trust
in the district, and commitment to provided the
best environment possible for the scholars of
Mountain House.
Turner Construction has already begun
groundwork for the multi-facility project. Target date for completion for all but the theater is
about this time next year. The theater facility is
slated for completion December 2017.

Delta College Dean, Dr. Jessie Garza-Roderick

Supervisor Bob Elliott & Board Pres. Balzarini

MHHS Principal Ben Fobert addressing the crowd.
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ACE Forward Options at Town Hall
continued from page 1

Leavitt gave the bulk of the presentation,
which included an extensive slide-show.
Leavitt ran through a veritable smörgåsbord
of options that are being weighed and considered by ACE. He used the slides effectively in illustrating the enormous amount of
moving parts with which they are dealing in
considering how
best to utilize the
estimated $1.2
Billion the project is expected
to cost in the
most efficient
and purposeful
fashion.
Chris Key spoke
briefly about the
Ed Pattison
efforts being
made to hopefully bring coffee and possibly
some limited food service to the trains in the
very near future, as well.
While a great deal of work
must still be completed even
before anything close to a final
decision will shake out as to
the direction of the proposed
changes, the bottom line at
this stage of the process is to
have a greatly narrowed-down
idea of which direction(s) to
go, including having Environmental Impact Studies (EIR) Manny Moreno
done by June of 2017.
Most important to the residents of Mountain
house, amongst the proposed upgrades ACE
is considering is an all new West Tracy station that will be an extremely better solution
to serve commuters in Mountain House. In
Mountain House

all likelihood, completion of this station,
according to Leavitt, will be done within five
years. “Maybe as few as three years,” he said,
but basically they are for sure shooting for
a new station to be operational within five

years, he said.
The general analysis of
ridership and costs utilizes a benchmark at the
year 2025. The wide array
of optional plans being
considered currently take
into consideration ACE’s
broader expansion hopes,
reaching a much bigger
service area. ACE has
hopes to expand down
the Hwy 99 corridor to
Modesto and beyond.
The service goal also
maps out how and generally when they expand
from the four (4) round
trips they currently offer
daily, to six (6) and, ultimately, ten (10).
The plans being considered also
include possibly moving the
existing Manteca station, and/or
adding a station for River Islands/
Lathrop.
The City of Tracy is pushing
to have ACE move the existing
Tracy station, located currently
at the very south end of town at
Tracy Blvd and Linne Rd, to a
downtown station, which would
come through at the existing Downtown Terminal. Other options include adding another
Tracy station to the west of the existing one,
either at Corral Hollow or farther west, at
Lammers Rd.
Then there is the West Tracy/Mountain
House service area. Mountain House
residents not long ago began bombarding the ACE Train planners with
more than a thousand emails, urging
them to build a station more accessible
to Mountain House than the current
options: the Tracy station or Vasco
Rd. in Livermore. Those voices were
heard loud and clear.
MH General Manager, Ed Pattison,
moderated the Town Hall, and welcomed new CSD Board Member,
Manny Moreno, who addressed the
crowd briefly, as well.
Another such town hall event will likely be
held on this subject next June, if not before,
as further information formulates, Pattison
stated.

TASTE OF SA N FRA NCISCO
w w w.MJBISTRO.net

(209) 832-2727

COME TREAT YOURSELF
2503 N. Tracy Blvd @ Grantline Rd.
Lunch 11:30am-2:30pm • Dinner 5-9pm
We Deliver to Mountain House for lunch only
24 hr advanced notice requested - $40 min purchase for delivery
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LUSD Seeks to Establish Independent
Citizens Oversight Committee

Private & Affordable
In-Home Care

Do you or family members need assistance?

Submitted by Lammersville Unified School District

The Board of Trustees and Lammersville
Unified School District would like to thank
the communities of Mountain House and
Lammersville Elementary for its support in the
passage of Measure L on June 7. We are very
excited about our ability to build additional
facilities that will house programs and provide
educational opportunities for our students long
into the future.
One of the requirements that comes with the
passage of Measure L is the formation of an
Independent Citizens Oversight Committee. We
are seeking interested individuals who would
like to serve as a member of this committee.
This article is intended to provide information
about the key details of what participation on
the oversite committee entails. The forthcoming information was provided by our district’s
law firm, Jones Hall, and includes information
about the context, formation, responsibilities,
and service of an Independent Citizens Oversight Committee. A presentation was given with
this same information at the August 3 LUSD,
Board of Trustees meeting and all information
will be available on our district website on the
Measure L page.
Citizens Oversight Committee, per Jones Hall:

Background. California’s Proposition 39 was
a successful initiative measure which appeared
on the November 7, 2000 ballot. The measure
made certain amendments to the California
Constitution and provisions of the California
Education Code. The primary impact of Proposition 39 was to permit school districts and
community college districts to issue general
obligation bonds with a 55% vote under Article
XIIIA of the California Constitution, provided that the measure presented to the voters
includes certain accountability requirements.

District’s Reporting Requirements.
Proposition 39 contains two specific reporting
requirements applicable to the District’s general
obligation program, as follows:

1. An annual, independent performance
audit to ensure that the funds have been expended only on the specific projects listed.
2. An annual, independent financial audit of
the proceeds from the sale of the bonds until all
of those proceeds have been expended for the
school facilities projects.”

By law, the Committee proceedings must be
open to the public, and the same public notices
(Brown Act) which are provided for School
Board meetings shall be provided for Citizens’
Oversight Committee meetings. Minutes of
all Committee proceedings and all documents
received and reports issued are a matter of
public record and must be made available on
the District’s internet web page.
Committee’s Duty. Committees meet quarterly,
and at such meetings, an officer of the District
is present to provide a report on recent project
expenditures which Committee members may
hear and review. By law the Committee must
issue a report at least once a year regarding
its activities and findings. The report must be
made available via the District’s web site.
Membership. The Committee shall consist of
a minimum of seven (7) members appointed by
the District Board based on criteria established
by Proposition 39, as follows:
One (1) member active in a business organization representing the business community
located in the District.
One (1) member active in a senior citizen’s
organization.

One (1) member active in a bona-fide taxpayers
association.

3 Elderly Companion Care
3 Respite Care Relief
3 Light Housekeeping
3 Appointment Transportation
3 Meal Preparation
3 Medication Management

One (1) member shall be a parent or guardian
of a child enrolled in the District.

One (1) member shall be both a parent or
guardian of a child enrolled in the district and
active in a parent-teacher organization or school
site council.

Mountain House Resident
For more information call:

Cynthia

Two (2) members of the community at-large
appointed by the Board.

District employees or officials are prohibited by law from serving on the Committee.
In addition, vendors, contractors and
consultants of the District are prohibited
from serving on the Committee. Appointed
Committee members will be required to
acknowledge an ethics policy statement
and file FPPC Form 700 with the District.
Additional Considerations. Additional
provisions and detail regarding the Committee’s duties may be set forth in Bylaws
adopted by the School District, which govern the Committee, and each Committee
member is advised to review. An annual
organizational meeting may be required
under the Bylaws, at which the District
Superintendent appoints the initial Chair of
the Committee, and a meeting schedule is
adopted by the members.

(831) 419-2712

Cilest Duckett

O Master Hair Stylist O
O Image Consultant O
O Hair Extensions Specialist O
Call for initial consultation

(209) 914-4772
1906 W. Grantline Road • Tracy, CA

www.StyleSeat.com/Cilest

Timing. Following entry of the election
results on the Board’s minutes, the District
has 60 days to appoint members to the
Citizens’ Oversight Committee. The 60
day window closes on Friday, October 7th.
LUSD is looking for individuals who would
like to serve on the Independent Citizens
Oversight Committee in support of Measure L and the facility needs of our school
district. If you are interested in serving on
the committee, please access our district
Website. Click on the Measure L link and
apply.

Paul F. Bottini Accountancy
Local • Responsive • Driven

We

Insure Your Life So You Can Live It

Jennifer Ennis
Agent

Jennis@FarmersAgent.com
Lic. Number: 0K75490

6601 Owens Dr Ste 260
Pleasanton, CA 94588
TEL:
CELL:

209.834.5482
925.339.9947

We are a local, family owned, CPA practice focusing
on close client relationships to assist in making your
tax experience as smooth as possible!
• Individual tax return preparation
• Partnership, LLC and Corporation tax return preparation
• Audit representation

Call

(209) 404-0829

Email: Cait@paulbottiniaccountancy.com
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TACOS
EL TORO
tacos

burritos

quesadillas

super nachos

curly fries

plantillo
carne asada

tortas

asada fries

From your neighbors at

263 W Adoncia Dr., Mountain House, CA 95391

209.597.8157

info@mhmatters.net

A Huge THANKS to all our
Advertising Sponsors!

next deadline
October 5, 2016

mon-sat 9am-8pm

at

Central Park

or call ahead to pre-order

530-953-6614

Publisher/Editor In Chief
Bryan Harrison

bryan@mhmatters.net
209-597-8157

Customer Service
Lynna Harrison

lynna@associationnewsnetwork.com
925-785-7021
Complete ad rates, including frequency
discounts and size options, may be found on
our site. Article and/or Event Info for publication consideration may be submitted from our
online Contents Submission Form, as well.
Go to:

www.MHmatters.net

catering
available

Camp Sew & Sew

where you develop skills that stay
with you for a lifetime!
Now Accepting Enrollments
for Fall Classes.
Children and Adults
Sewing & Scrapbooking
Contact

Join the Mountain House Fire Department for a
Pancake Breakfast Saturday, October 22, 2016.
There will be Pancakes, Eggs, Sausage, Coffee
and Orange Juice as well as Raffle Prizes, Tools
and Equipment on display, music and lots of information.

Judy Ridpath

A Division Of:

Mountain House

650-678-1174
CampSewAndSew.com

Handyman
Services
L

RiverWorks

CAL

Your Local Home Improvement Specialist!

209.639.9876

Int./Ext. Painting • Sheetrock Repairs • Carpentry • Power Washing
Cabinets • Plumbing Upgrades • Entertainment Centers
General Contractor
License #752119

CALL

Lee Rivers

FREE ESTIMATES

Fire Chief Paul Tualla at the 2015 Pancake Breakfast

Ticket can be purchased at the door. $7 for adults
and $5 for kids under 12.

Come
On
Out
to
Restaurant
Nights
2nd Tuesday and
4th Thursday of each month
through October
at Central Park.

Bring a canopy or just find a spot. Meet some
neighbors and enjoy some good eats!

October 11th & 27th

September 2016
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Mountain House

Ne w s l e t t e r

Mountain House Community Services District
230 S. Sterling Drive, Suite 100
Mountain House, CA 95391

The Mission of the District is to Provide Responsive Service to our
Growing Community that Exceeds Expectations at a Fair Value

8am--5:00pm (Closed at noon for Lunch)
www.mountainhousecsd.org

Master Restrictions Violations

Recently we have received complaints regarding the raising and breeding
of chickens and rabbits. Per the Master Restriction, this is prohibited.
E. Animals. The keeping, raising, or breeding of animals, including reptiles
or birds of any kind, on any Lot is prohibited except as specifically allowed
by this Subsection. Not more than four (4) animals of any kind (other than
fish or marine life) and not more than two (2) dogs and two (2) cats may
be kept on any Lot. Fish and other marine life may be kept if confined in
an aquarium or pond. Birds that are domestic or household pets, suchas
parrots and parakeets, may be kept, provided they are kept inside the Unit.
The keeping of animals for commercial purposes is prohibited. Any dogs
trained to attack persons or other animals are prohibited. No unleashed dogs
are permitted off the Owner’s Lot. Occupants must prevent dogs and other
pets from continuously barking, or making other loud noises, or defecating
on other Lots. Animals which: (i) are kept in violation of this Subsection;
(ii) violate this Subsection; or (iii) found to be vicious by nature or by
temperament, shall be removed by their owner from the Community and
if not removed by the owner, may be removed and delivered to an animal
shelter, pound, or animal control officer, without liability to the MHCSD
or to the directors, officers, and agents of the MHCSD.

COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES & EVENTS

If your group has an activity open to the community in Mountain Houseplease send that information
to Angel Lamb no later than the 10th of the month to be included in the newsletter.

Mountain House Rotary

2nd and 4th Friday’s
9:00am – 10:00am
@ Firehouse. Contact Christina Oh at ohchristinaoh@gmail.com

Family Fit M H Club

Mondays, Wednesdays & Fridays
6:00am and 9:00am • Saturdays: 8:00am
@ Wicklund Park. Contact Jaime Montenegro at sscjaime@yahoo.com
Mountain’s Hope Community Day
Saturday, October 1, 2016
10:00a – 3:00p
@ Central Park. Contact Carolyn Ross at 510.821.3084

MHHS VAPA Boosters Family Fun Bingo Night
Friday, October 7, 2016
MHHS Multipurpose Room

5:30p

Wednesday, October 12, 2016
@ MHHS Room A152

7:00p

Saturday, October 22, 2016 Time: To be announced
@ MHHS Stadium

Community Health Fair and Medicare Beneficiaries

Thursday, October 27, 2016
1:00p – 6:00p
@ 950 East Street, Tracy.
Blood pressure, diabetes, cholesterol, bone density testing, flu shots and much more. Medicare Part D
prescription plan reviews and medication safety reviews. For more information and an appointment,
please call (209) 831-4230
Sunday, October 30, 2016
@ Bethany Park
hosted by MH Flag Football

Water Useage & Mandated Reductions SCHEDULE OF MHCSD EVENTS

The First Day of Autumn (Autumnal Equinox) is upon us. This means every
day after September 22nd, daylight will become shorter and nighttime will
become longer. In regards to irrigation, the longer nights and the fluctuating
weather will directly affect the amount of water turf and shrubs require on
a daily basis. Unfortunately, the possibility of over-watering is greater than
under-watering. This is due to the shorter days and cooler nights. Even
during a hot spell, a one hundred degree day in the autumn doesn’t hold
the same weight as a 100 degree day in July. This is due to the (4 fewer
daylight) hours the landscape receives this time of year.
On June 8th, the MHCSD Board of Directors approved adding an additional
day to mandatory residential irrigation guidelines. Staff estimated the
additional day of watering would cause a 5%-7% drop in conservation. We
were pleased to experience no impact in July. However, the impact wasn’t
noticed until August. Residential reductions from May through July held
steady at about 25%. But, in August, the reductions fell to only 7.5%.
Trends were similar in other categories as well.
How do we get back on track? Fortunately irrigation is the one area we
can adjust. There are a couple of options: turn clocks back to two days per
week; or reduce station runtimes by one third. Due to the cooler weather,
this will have little effect on landscape and you will experience animmediate
7% water savings. This is due in part by the amount of water an average
household uses to water landscaping. During the summer it is not uncommon for households to use up to half of total consumption for watering
landscape. So, if a family of four is consuming 30units or 22,440 gallons
of water in one month, half of thatis going towards landscaping. That
means a 7% usagereduction will deliver a net savings of 1,570 gallons in
onmonth! In addition, each watering day uses approximately900 gallons
of water, so if it looks like rain or the weatherturns very cold, turn the
controller off for additional savings. The Community of Mountain House
is under a State Mandate to reduce water consumption by 25% over 2013
usage. Based on performance this percentage may adjustup or down. CSD
Staff has also applied to the State Water Recourses Control Board to
become self-certified. If approved, this will relax conservation standards
even further. The current 25.6% reduction is acceptable, however, a little
padding wouldn’t hurt - and let’s all hope for a wet winter this season.

Fall Weather

Mountain House Invitational

MH Flag Football Halloween Parade

paid advertising space

Reproduced primarily from Oct MHCSD Newsletter found in your monthly water bill

209-831-2300

MHHS VAPA Boosters Meeting

October 2016

1:00p – 1:30p

In anticipation of a rainy fall/winter season, MHCSD
encourages all homeowners and residents to maintain
their yards. This should include the proper disposal
of yard waste. Please use the brown tote for all yard waste (leaves, grass
clippings, branches, etc.) Keep the curbs and gutter clean of debris in front
of your home to prevent flooding and to protect the environment from
pollution, as our Storm Drains flow directly into the creekand out to the
Delta waterways. As a friendly reminder, weeds, rubbish, debris, manure,
composting or decayingvegetation material should be removed and not
allowed to accumulate on lots. Any yard waste material that doesn’t fit in
your brown waste cart should be stored out of sight until the next scheduled
collection (see the link below for more details).
http://www.westvalleydisposal.com/leaf-pickup.shtml

Board meetings and committee meetings are held in the Michael Forbes McGrew Board Room at the
CSD office. For class and event locations please see below.
For additional information on the classes or events please contact Angel Lamb at alamb@sjgov.org.

Weight Watchers Community Series
Tuesdays in October

5:30pm - 6:30pm

@ Firehouse

Music Together Class
Tuesdays in October
@ Firehouse

9:30a-10:15a and 10:30a-11:15a

Suzuki Early Childhood Class
Saturdays in October

@ Firehouse. Cost: $175 for the session. Ages: 0 to 3 yrs

Basic Art Concepts
Thursdays in October

9:00a-10:00
4:00p-5:00p

@ Firehouse

Trendy Tuesday

Tuesday, October 11, 2016

7:00 pm – 9:00 pm

@ Firehouse

Youth Action Committee Meeting
Tuesday, October 11, 2016

7:00 pm

For more information please contact Director Tingle at btingle@sjgov.org

Restaurant Night

Tuesday, October 11, 2016

5:00 pm – 8:00 pm

@ Central Park

Assemblyperson Susan Eggman
Wednesday, October 12, 2016

10:00 am – 11:30am

Wednesday, October 12, 2016

7:00pm

MHCSD Board of Directors Meeting
Open Craft Day

Saturday, October 15, 2016

7:00 am – 9:00 pm

@ Firehouse

Trendy Tuesday

Tuesday, October 18, 2016

7:00 pm – 9:00 pm

@ Firehouse

MH Fire Pancake Breakfast
Saturday, October 22, 2016
@ Firehouse

7:00 am – 12:00 pm

Restaurant Night

Thursday, October 27, 2016

5:00 pm – 8:00 pm

@ Central Park

Pumpkin Festival

Saturday, October 29, 2016
@ Central Park

10:00 am – 2:00 pm

Political Signage

Elections are soon. We would like to remind everyone that, per the resolution approving
our Master Restrictions (page 8), with regards to political signs: “Temporary posting
of political signs not exceeding three (3) square feet may be located in the front yard
of any improved lot or in the window of any project unit. Such signs may be erected
thirty (30) days prior to any appropriate political election and must be removed
twenty-four (24) hours after the political election.”
www.mountainhousecsd.org/master_restrictions/Resolution.pdf.
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Chest of Hope Founder Addresses BNI Mountain House Power Partners
Local Domestic Issues with Rotary Look to Expand Again
By Bryan Harrison

The Tracy Sunrise Rotary Satellite Club at
Mountain House welcomed Ms. Merlynn Pittman, of Chest Of Hope, as their guest speaker
at the September 9, 2016 meeting. The gathering, held at 9:00 a.m. at the Mountain House
Fire Station Community Room, provided Ms.
Pittman a great chance to share the good work
her organization is doing for the community.

Chest Of Hope is a non-profit organization dedicated to assisting families in crisis. Although
they deal primarily with women and children,
she said they are also able to assist men as
needed. “We set them up in a safe hotel space,
generally,” she said.
Chest Of Hope’s primary mission “is to
provide a wide range of supportive, and
crisis intervention services to victims of
domestic and sexual violence, and other
forms of abuse”. They have developed
comprehensive programs and services
that include Safe-Home counseling for
victims and their children, court advo-

cacy, and prevention and education efforts,
including self-care education and an extensive
teen dating violence prevention program
Chest of Hope is located in the city of Tracy.
Ms. Pittman also mentioned that the organization is looking for a office space in the Tracy
area.
Rotary is a service and fellowship organization.
Members work both on the local level to serve
the areas in which they live as well as playing
a part on a more global scale, with Rotary International’s service efforts around the world,
such as their ongoing effort to make Polio a
thing of the past.

Rotary member, Marylou Edwards, near
right, with Ms. Merlynn Pittman

16784 Grant Line Rd.

925-447-0365
www.MountainHouseBar.com

Your Family-Friendly Pub

OPEN 7 DAYS

• BBQ Tri-tip • Chicken • Burgers
Links & Pizza – All New Menu!

• Live Music Taco Thursday

Second Thursday of the Month October 13

• Sunday Blues Band - Open Jam

Famous BBQ Tri-Tip
Sandwich & Chips
ON

$6.

LY

99

must present coupon • expires 11/30/16

1/2 Price BOGO!
Buy Any Menu Item
Purchase a Second of the same
or lesser value at half-price!

must present coupon • expires 11/30/16

www.Facebook.com/MountainHouseBar

After an extended effort, including an initial
mis-fire, the Mountain House Power Partners
chapter of BNI (Business Network Int’l)
launched July 1, 2015 with great gusto.

So fast and furious did the inertia move that,
within the first month, the group set a record in
the region for the number of members to join
so quickly, topping the “Hall of Fame Chapter”
count of 35 members within the first 30 days.

BNI membership is a one year commitment,
however, with an discounted option for committing to two years up front. By the time July
rolled around one year later, there was expected
attrition.
“Being involved in BNI is a definite commitment,” stated current chapter president, Paul
Horst. Horst, a Mountain House resident since
2011, is in it for the long haul. That said, even
his business affiliation has changed since the
group’s inception. Formerly part of a leadership
organization, Paul recently helped launch an
entirely new business, Bonvera. “It’s online
shopping, like Amazon, except with small business owners who share in the profits, instead of
all the money going just to the top executives
and shareholders,” he says.

The Mountain House Power Partners remain a
strong group of mostly small business owners,
along with some dedicated employees of some
of those businesses. The concept is relatively
simple: pass business referrals to fellow members and help each other grow their respective
businesses.

BNI founder, Ivan Meisner, dubbed the main
principle as the “Givers Gain” philosophy.
The more you are able to give to assist others
in the group, the more will come back to you
in your business.

And, the philosophy has
been proven
out. Since the
business model was first launch back in 1985,
the BNI organization exploded in size and
numbers, and is now global, doing business
on six of the seven continents. “We don’t plan
on going to Antarctica,” Meisner jokes in his
“Givers Gain” book.
The short of it in Mountain House, currently,
however, is that by renewal attrition and some
other circumstances, the membership has
dropped back under 30.

One of the keys to the success of BNI is that
each member holds a unique category of
business, so there is no overlap to confuse any
choices of referrals. That said, building trust
and appreciation amongst members is crucial,
and can take awhile. To date, the group has
passed well over 1,000 referrals, and just
reached the $400,000 milestone in referral
generation.

Some of the open categories the group is looking to fill now include: painter; handyman;
landscaper; photographer; web designer; mechanic; caterer; just to name a few.
The group meets weekly, on Tuesdays, from
11:30 am until 1:00 pm at the MH Firehouse
Community Room.

Being part of the group is challenging for many,
as members are expected to attend consistently.
Visitors are welcome to come check it out.
For more on BNI, generally, go to www.BNIcv.
com, or check out the Mountain House Power
Partners Facebook Page, which can be found
with a simple Facebook search, at: “BNIMountain House Power Partners Chapter”.

September 2016
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Mountain House Couple Launch “Once Upon A Child - Tracy” with Ribbon-Cutting Ceremony
Chamber of Commerce and Dignitaries welcome Susan & Nate King’s new store
By Bryan Harrison

Once Upon A Child, the popular lightly used
children’s clothing store, has come to Tracy!
Launched by franchise owners Susan and Nate
King, of Mountain House, the new store is open
for business at 2221 N Tracy Blvd.
Having opened for purchases August 1, 2016,
Once Upon A Child-Tracy celebrated their Grand
Opening with a ribbon cutting ceremony Thursday, September 22, 2016.

looking for ways to get the most for our money,”
stated Nate King.
“We were previously customers at Once Upon
A Child and loved the concept, so we decided
to open one in Tracy and help other families like
ours get awesome deals on things they need for
their children - all while saving money.”
Once Upon A Child stores buy lightly used children’s clothing and accessories - usually paying in
Nate & Susan King

“We’ve been buying stock since the beginning of
August,” explained Nate King.
“We pay cash on the spot for equipment and
clothing from Newborn up to size 18-20,” added
Susan. “We offer high quality items for up to 70%
off of what it would cost in a retail store,” she said
with her gentle smile.
Local dignitaries turned-out for the ribbon-cutting
ceremony. Mayor Mike Maciel, and Council
member Nancy Young, presented the couple with
congratulatory certificates, as did Dave Garcia on
behalf of the local Chamber of Commerce.
The new Tracy store is the chain’s eighth franchise branch in Northern California. “My wife
and I have three kids of our own and were always

the range of 30%-50% of what they then sell it for.
Susan brings retail management experience to
the store, while Nate is currently working in IT.
Originally from the Bay Area, these two are
poised and ready for the experience of owning
their own store.
“Opening a business that benefits the people of
the community is our greatest achievement so
far,” they both agree.
“We are excited to be part of this growing community and can’t wait to meet more people,”
Susan adds.
Once Upon A Child - Tracy, located at 2221 Tracy
Blvd., Tracy, CA 95376, may be reached at: 209221-0545; or ouactracy@gmail.com

You can own and you
could also refinance
your current mortgage
Call me NOW for details.

Marylou Edwards

Mortgage Planner
Mountain House Resident
Fil-Am Club Member
Fluent in Tagalog (Philippines)

Integrity.Lending.Experience

(209) 650-0080
marylou@marylouedwards.com

The Mayor, himself, Mike Maciel, above right, Tracy City Council person, Nancy Young, left and Dave Garcia, Ambassador to the Tracy Chamber
of Commerce, honored Susan and Nate King and their staff at the Sept 22, 2016 Grand Opening Ribbon-Cutting for Once Upon Child - Tracy.

www.MarylouEdwards.com
BRE # 01131197 NMLS# 231814 • CalBRE: 01170868 & NMLS: 1825
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MH Kindess Club Honors Three Pillars of Community
By Bryan Harrison

There's a new club in town, and it's all about
shedding light on some of the good things in
life. The Mountain House Kindness Club,
made up of residents who together decided
to do something to provide some focus on
positive news and events, held their first main
event Thursday September 7, 2016.
The event was a special awards and recognition dinner, held at the MH Welcome Center,
honoring what leader Hari Kattana stated as
"the three pillars of strength" in our community: Sheriff's Dept., Fire, and the Community
Services District staff, led by General Manager
Ed Pattison. Each organization was individually recognized and presented with a plaque.

Prior to the actual awards and recognition,
the group was welcomed by Hari Kattana,
who gave a brief outline of the intention for
the evening.
Everyone was then treated to a guided meditation, led by MH Kindness Club member, and

Art of Living Teacher, Ram Nambiar. The
meditation effectively set the tone for the recognition segment of the evening that followed.
A tasty Indian buffet was presented for all to
enjoy following the formalities, as prepared by
the families of the MH Kindness Club.
Recognition plaques were presented to: San
Joaquin County Sheriff Steve Moore; Fire
Captain Jason Fullmer, who represented the
department on behalf of Chief Paul Tualla,
who was unable to attend; and MH General
Manager, Ed Pattison, who accepted one in
recognition of his fine work, along with his
staff.
The Mountain House Kindness Club was
formed locally earlier this Summer as a bit of
an offshoot of the Art of Living organization.

As quoted on their web site, "The Art of Living
is more of a principle, a philosophy of living
life to its fullest. It is more a movement than

an organization. Its core value is to find peace
within oneself and to unite people in our society – of different cultures, traditions, religions,
nationalities; and thus reminding us all that we
have one goal to uplift human life everywhere,"
Ravi Shankar.
The Art of Living Foundation is spread over 156
countries and is said to be the world's largest
volunteer-based Non-Governmental Organization
(NGO).
The Kindness Club is made up of the following
MH residents:

Hari Kattana welcomed the special guests at the Kindness
Club’s inaugural event.

- Ram Nambiar - Art of Living Teacher and MH
Kindness Club member

- Ram Balasubramanian - Art of Living Teacher
and MH Kindness Club member
- Hari Kattana - Founder of MH Kindness Club
and Art of Living volunteer

- Pramit Shah - Art of Living volunteer and MH
Kindness Club member

Art of Living Teacher & MH Kindness Club member, Ram
Nambiar, led a guided meditation focused on breathing.

1

%

Honored guests were treated to a guided meditation to kick-off the evening’s festivities, and later a
homemade Indian Cuisine buffet dinner.

Fire Captain Jason Fullmer and GM Ed Pattison chatting
outside the Welcome Center.

Listing Commission
It’s Your

$$$ Keep More Of It!!

Sandy Garner, Broker

Ask About Our Guarantee - Mountain House Properties Only

Sandy: Realtor 15 Years
Mountain House Home Owner 12 Years
Full Service Broker BRE: 01192908

MHCSD General Manager, Ed Pattison, chats with Captain Phil George.

If you have a broker relationship with another agency, this is not intended as a solicitation

Call Or Email

925.858.0345
Sandy@SandyGarner.com
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The Mountain House Kindness Club presented San Joaquin Sheriff Steve Moore, above Fire Department Captain, Jason Fullmer, stood-in for Chief Paul Tualla, who
left, with a plaque, in appreciation of the leadership and service his team provides.
was unable to attend the event.

VALLEY

CHIROPRACTIC

The Mountain House Kindness Club also presented Mountain House CSD General
Manager, Ed Pattison a plaque, above left, for he and his staff.

Call Today for your

Free Initial Consultation

Now accepting New Patients!
Same Day Appointments Available
Walk-Ins Welcome
Now Open Six (6) Days a Week
SPECIALISTS IN:

3 Prenatal and Pediatric Care 3 Personal Injury
Dr. Joseph Russell Dr. Tim Coykendall
3 Sports Injury
3 Family Care
We are growing! New Location
3 Auto Injury Rehabilitation Now Open in Manteca, too!
3 Rehabilitation
(209)

Tracy

832-9221

Mountain House

(209)

836-3597

438 W. Beverly Place #101

583 Wicklund Crossing Pkwy

www.TracyChiro.com

www.MountainHouseChiropractic.com

Open Mon - Thurs 8-7 • Fri 8-5 & Sat 8-1

Most Insurances Accepted

Open Mon - Thurs 8-12/3-8 • Fri & Sat 8-2

Affordable Cash Plans Available

Dr. Johannes Garrido
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September Music In The Park Caps A Top-Notch Series for 2016
By Bryan Harrison

The Michael Beck Band rounded out the three-part Music In The
Park series for 2016 with a dynamic and energetic performance at
the Mountain House Central Park Bowl Saturday, September 17th.
A Country band at its core, the group showed their depth of the
genre, including a few of their own original numbers in the mix
before venturing way off course to accommodate a lengthy request
list. The requests ranged from Michael Jackson’s Billie Jean to
Def Leopard and a bit of Country Rap.
Two sets in, with Michael Beck, himself spending a fair amount
of time singing from the ranks of the crowd, they finished with
a multi-song encore that thrilled the crowd in the dark of night.

Kudos, again, to organizer, Angel Lamb, of the MH Community
Services District, for all her work that helped make this such a
success!

Michael Beck Band sang Happy Birthday to Summer Wolfe

Cal BRE 01416016
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Music In The Park
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continued from previous page

Tickets Available Now - Donate $30+ Today - ALL INCLUSIVE
-- PARTY INFO -ROCKING HIGH ENERGY MUSIC performed by
VOLT & 4 HORSEMEN on stage!!
AWESOME drinks from our BAR and BEER GARDEN!! Hangout
in the GHOST LOUNGE, have a JELLO SHOT or grab something
from the CIGAR BAR!!
AMAZING FOOD prepared by our LOCAL COMMUNITY!!
Take lots of pictures in the PHOTOBOOTH with FRIENDS (NEW
& OLD) while helping raise money for an AWESOME CAUSE!!!!
Last year we raised just under $12,000 for UCSF Benioff
Children's Hospital Oakland/San Francisco and had so much
fun doing it. This year we have set our goal high at $15,000
and know we can make it with your help!!!
-- TICKET INFO -$30 Per Person Minimum Donation (or more appreciated) 100% of Your Donation Goes to UCSF Benioff Children's Hospital
Oakland/San Francisco.

Donations can be made the following ways...
Credit Card - http://halloweenfundraiser.org/
Fill in your name, email and donation amount (we don't take your
CC information). Then you are directed to Children's Hospital
to make your donation directly. (Please fill out your name the
same on both for Children's Hospital's tracking). Message us
below or pm for ticket delivery.
Check - Payable to UCSF Benioff Children's Hospital.
Message us below or pm for payment and ticket delivery.
Cash Message us below or pm for payment and ticket delivery.
Last year there were long wait times to pay at the door, which
was further delayed when Children's Hospital's website went
down due to the vast amount of donations being processed.
We've worked hard to improve the process and encourage everyone to make donations early. As an added convenience, we
added a separate entrance designated for advance ticket
holders and will call.
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MH Wine Club Thrives with Members New & Seasoned at August event
By Bryan Harrison

Change is at the fore with the Mountain House Wine
Club. The group, now approaching its four year anniversary, has seen growth bigger than imagined at the
outset by founder, Josh Anderson.
With more than 400 members now listed on the Facebook Group, facilitation of events has become more
complex than back when Joy and John Reed hosted
the first such event in their home December 14, 2012.

with a 2014 White Wine blend and a tasty
Pineapple Cucumber Gazpacho. BoaVentura
Vineyard's web site states this about the blend:
"This year our White Table Wine is a blend of
all local Livermore fruit. 80% Albarino, 18%
Sauvignon Blanc and 2% Orange Muscat.
This crisp stainless steel fermented White, is
clean, refreshing and slightly effervescent with
touches of tropical fruit in the nose and finish.
A great summer wine."

“We have reached a point where it's time to look at establishing a real board of directors for the club,” Anderson
The second pairing melded a
announced at the August 27, 2016 event.
Strawberry Balsamic ChickSpeaking in the kitchen of August hosts, Michelle and
en dish with a 2011 BoaVenSteve Mason, Josh shared with the 50 plus members
tura "Mutt Bordeaux". The
and guests in attendance that the time has come to share
"Mutt" is a warm and lovely
duties in club management. Numerous folks stepped
blend, at 80% Syrah and
right up, saying they would love to be involved.
25% Zinfandel, all from the
“The board will consist of five members,” Josh later Livermore Valley.
explained. As of this writing, he says there are four
And, finally, Michelle's despeople lined up with the other just about there.
sert pairing was a Blackberry Cobbler with a Blackberry
Hopes are big for plans of future events that may well Moscato Ice Cream, with the BoaVentura 2010 "Dedevelop out of an organized board. Stay tuned for more! ported". This Port style dessert wine is rich and creamy.
As for the August event, a great time was had by all. "Estate grown, with hints of vanilla, plum and caramel,
Hosts, Steve and Michelle Mason, opened their Wick- and aged in neutral French Oak barrels."
lund home to at least 50 people August 27, 2016, with The party went on into the night, well beyond the
good wine and food pairings following the initial social official 10pm end time. Neighbors from every village;
sharing of fave varietals.
old friends and numerous guests were all in attendance.
A focus on BoaVentura de Caires Winery opened Quite the fun evening.

Indian Cuisine

430 W. Grantline Rd., Tracy, CA

G
G
G
G

(209) 835-1100

Exceptional Buffet Seven (7) Days a Week
from 11am- 3pm
Delivery to Mountain House
Specialized Catering Services
Banquet Hall available
250 person Capacity

50% off second entrée of same or lesser value
Minimum order $40 - mention this ad - exp. 3/31/16

Open
7 days/Week
11am-3pm
4:30pm-10pm

Mountain House Dental
Isabela L. Putzlacher, DDS

Experience Less Painful Dentistry
with The Wand! Computerized Anesthesia

209.839.8755

561 Wicklund Crossing (next door to Wicklund's Market)
Now Offering
ent
One Appointm

Crown

ne

CEREC Machi

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Laser Dentistry with Waterlase MD
Gentle and Personalized Treatment
Digital X-rays /Intra Oral Camera
White Fillings, Veneers & Crowns
Teeth Whitening, Sealants
Emergencies Welcome
Nitrous Oxide Available
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September Wine Club Goes Retro with ‘90s Dance Party
By Bryan Harrison

Questa resident, Miriam Melo,
hosted the September 24, 2016
gathering of the Mountain House
Wine Club with a retro 1990s
dance party theme.
Dipping into the end of the last
century for inspiration, members
and guests were encouraged to
come in their favorite '90s attire.
With a definite emphasis on plaid
(a nod to the Grunge music craze
of the day), outfits ranged from
Spice Girls to Where's Waldo.
The varietal focus was on wines
of Portugal, Ms. Melo's homeland, with food of the night
Pizza and specialty meatballs,
care of Roberto Rose, of Byron
Inn Café.
DJ music was provided by Michael Montag, who sought out
a list of desired music from club
members prior to the engagement.
Suffice it to say, there was dancing pretty much all evening long,
and a rad time was had by all.

15
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Community Campout
A Smash Hit
Acknowledgment from Angel Lamb

I am very lucky to have the people that are
in my life, community and work.

Super exhausted but because of several
people we had our very first Community
Camp out at Central Park last night. Met
new community members and got to do
one of the things I love most. Camping!
A huge Thanks to these people and many
more.
Jeff Lamb
Johnnie Smith
Nicole Adamo
Kerry Adamo (lunch lady)
Rachel Garrison
Leah Gunderson and her husband
Jillian Decoteau
Kimberly Roesler and her husband
Fernando
The Mountain House Mother's Club
members that I forgot to mention.

Next Up...

Without all of you this would not have
been possible. I am excited to plan the
next one.
Announced by Angel Lamb, MHCSD

With an extremely generous donation from Drew and Colleen Jacobsen, the
Mountain House Real Estate Group and the Mountain House Community
Services District are excited to bring to our residents the first Pumpkin
Festival of Mountain House.
Kids and Adults will enjoy the Petting Zoo, Bounce House, Hay Rides,
Carnival Games, Photo Booth, Music and a Mechanical Bull.
Kids bring your creative juices and carve your pumpkin into a Jack-o’lantern for the Pumpkin Carving Contest.
Jack Frost will be providing complimentary Custard and Italian Ice
Food Vendors will be present

We can't wait to see you there.

September 2016
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Zika in Singapore
By Sukhjan Grewal

The Kneel!
By Rajvee Patel

Singapore has confirmed that there are 41 locally
transmitted cases of the Zika virus there. This has reportedly come upon foreign construction workers, yet
Singapore says there are more that will be discovered.
On Saturday, August 27, 2016, authorities had
confirmed a 47 year old Malaysian woman living in southeastern Singapore as the city-state’s
first case of a local transmission of the virus.
The Zika Virus has been linked to a rare birth
defect in Brazil.
The authorities said they tested 124 people,
singling out foreign construction workers
employed on a site in the same part of Singapore. That site has been ordered to stop any and
all work, and workers’ dormitories are being
inspected. Seventy-eight people tested negative and five cases were pending. Thirty-four
patients had fully recovered.
Singaporeans have expressed concern because
Singapore is considered too a large an area
where most diseases are transmitted from locals
and foreigners from Brazil. Officials say the virus was most probably brought in this past May
by a middle aged man who had been to Brazil.

News of Zika terrifies people who are considering having another child. Singapore ministry
members say they can’t rule out transmission
of the disease because the people who tested
positive live or work near Singapore.
I bring this up because I think everybody
should be more cautious about where they go
because, if you are not careful, you can get the
disease yourself.
Hopefully this doesn’t spread any further or in
any other areas. There are quite a few high-risk
areas where this disease could possibly spread
to. So my advice is to not travel to far out of
the country. Try not to go to the Zika infected
areas in Florida either.
Stay Safe and if you are traveling out of the
country get your shots! Sorry kids!

Mountain House Residents!
The Holidays Are Near!

Reach Your Goals
before the Holiday Cheer
and fulfill your commitment to yourself…
Look what you can do in just 30 days!
I have product on the shelf to help you lose the weight.
Email me to learn more: moho@thefitkick.com

When you see how easy it is, and others notice your change.... you'll want to make it a part of your life.
And oh, BTW, we offer the option to earn a few bucks while improving your life!

email us at MoHoFitKick@gmail.com

Colin Kaepernick is a professional football quarterback
for the San Francisco 49ers. Recently, Kaepernick has
gotten himself into a controversy by refusing to stand
for the national anthem at the start of a game.
Instead of standing for the national anthem, he
respectfully took a knee, as a form of peaceful
protest. Many people felt as if Kaepernick
had done the right thing by kneeling during
the anthem. Many people thought that he was
completely wrong, and that he had no right to
do so. Some people even said that they were
there to watch football, not politics! Everyone
is different and everyone has their own opinions about this. So, why not go over the pros
and cons?
Let’s start off with the pros
Many people, including famous football players, agree with what Kaepernick did. Arian
Foster, Jelani Jenkins, Michael Thomas, and
Kenny Stills- all football players from the Miami Dolphins- knelt while the national anthem
was playing in one of their games.
President Barack Obama recently gave a speech
talking about his opinions and views about what
Kaepernick did. He said that Kaepernick was
“exercising his constitutional rights” and that
“Kaepernick cared about some real, legitimate
issues (that needed to be discussed)”.
Famous basketball player, Stephen Curry,
also told the news about what he thought of
Kaepernick’s actions. He said that he “applauds
him for taking a stand” and that “he’s on the
right track”.
Obviously, all these people who have given
their opinions about “Kaepernick’s kneel” are
strong supporters of his actions. Why, though?
When Kaepernick kneeled on the football field,
he was making a huge decision and his career
was put on the line. If many people disagreed
with him and were disappointed, he could’ve
lost his job!
Kaepernick was bringing up an important
issue that has been going around for such a
long time- inequality! Everybody, everywhere
now, has so much freedom and has the right to
do anything (but, they still have to follow the
laws). Some people though, aren’t receiving
that same type of freedom as other people do.
People who support Kaepernick say that he is
giving a voice to those that haven’t been heard
and that he is representing so many people at
the same time.
Now, for the cons
So many people disagree with Colin’s decision
to take a knee. They say that he is disrespecting
the flag and the national anthem. They assert

that he’s also disrespecting the veterans, soldiers, and all those people who have fought
for our freedom. Also that he’s disrespecting
the people who continue to protect us today.
An example of when he showed disrespect
was when he wore police-pig socks to his
game. Yes, that’s right, pigs with police hats
on them. Now, it’s unclear whether he was
trying to insult the police men or he just didn’t
have any socks but those to wear in his closet
The first explanation sounds more “real”. So,
we’re going with that.
Kaepernick also said, in a news report, that
policemen could be trained for six months
straight, but protecting yourself with a curling
iron would be better. This, as a result, is way
more insulting than the police-pig socks. Yes,
Kaepernick might have his right of speech,
but he still shouldn’t be taking actions like
these ones.
Also, many people agree that whenever Kaepernick steps on the field and puts on his uniform,
he strictly belongs to his team. As a team, they
need to stay united and, if Kaepernick makes
choices to stand out, well, he shouldn’t be a part
of the team then, right?
Also, why is Kaepernick taking action now?
Why didn’t he take action before? Why did he
decide to kneel in a football field, with a huge
crowd watching, right before a game? Instead of
doing this, he could’ve just attended a protest.
He didn’t have to kneel on the football field.
Anyways, people who disagree with Kaepernick are sure that he isn’t making the right
decisions, and if he continues to do this...who
knows what might happen?
You might be wondering, what does the author
of this article think? Well, I know some people
will definitely dislike me for this, but I support
Kaepernick. He is doing the right thing by
taking a knee.
People say that when he chose to kneel, he was
disrespecting all those who have protected us
and are currently protecting us today. Actually,
this is not the case. Kaepernick still loves what
people are doing for us and what they have
done for us. He mentions this in one of his
interviews. He just doesn’t agree with what
people think “freedom” and “protection” mean
these days.
So many people are still getting criticized out
continued page 20
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New to Mountain House?

Looking to expand your sphere of
influences?

To have your local group added to this list, please email your information to info@mhmatters.net, or call 209-597-8157

Collectively, we have many choices
of clubs, groups and organizations
for your consideration.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT & CIVIC RESOURCES
MH Community Services District: www.MHCSD.com - 230 S. Sterling Drive, Suite 100
MH Sheriff Services: Emergency - 911 • Non-Emergency - (209) 468-4400
MH Fire Services: Emergency - 911 • Non-Emergency - (209) 407-2990
MH Master Restrictions Enforcement - (209) 831-5606, or chathorn@sjgov.org
or report online: http://com2.govtsystems.com/rpmtnhouse/public/default.asp
MH Library: www.ssjcpl.org/locations/county/mhouse.html - 250 Main Street

COMMUNITY GROUPS & CLUBS

ICAN of the Delta Valley: search ICAN of the Delta Valley on Facebook
MH Asian-American Association: www.mhaaa.com
MH Autism Awareness: search Mountain House Autism Awareness on Facebook
MH Auto Club: www.facebook.com/groups/mhautoclub
MH BNI Power Partners: search Mountain House Business Networking group on Facebook
MH Local Businesses: www.MHLocalBiz.com, www.facebook.com/
					 MountainHouseLocalBusiness
MH Beaver Group: www.facebook.com/groups/MHBeavers
MH Cancer Support Group: search "Mountain House Cancer Support Group" on Facebook
MH Cooks Club: www.facebook.com/groups/MHCooks/
MH Dog Club: www.MHdogclub.com
MH Feral Cat Rescue: www.MountainHouseCats.com - 209-597-8150
MH Filipino-American Society: www.facebook.com/groups/MHFILAMS
MH Flag Football, Inc.: www.mhflagfootball.com (including: MH Tennis, Youth Cheer, Golf Club, & Kite Run)
MH Freecycle: http://groups.yahoo.com/group/Mtnhousefreecycle/
MH Game Club: Search Mountain House Game Club on Facebook
MH Gardeners Facebook Group: Search Mountain House Gardeners on FB
MH Home Schoolers: facebook.com/groups/mhhomeschoolers
MH Kindness Club: contact Hari Kattana: hkattana@yahoo.com
MH La Leche League: www.lllnorcal.org/groups/LivermoreCA.html
MH Ladies' Upscale Resell Boutique: facebook.com/groups/1530309337208413/
MH LGBT (Lesbian, Gay, Bi-sexual, & Transgender) Group: facebook.com/groups/mhlgbt

Mountain House Matters: www.MHMatters.net
MH Online Forum: www.MHvillages.com
MH Wiki: http://wiki.mhvillages.com/
MH Facebook Group: facebook.com/groups/MountainHouse
San Joaquin County Animal Services: (209) 953-6070
MH Welcome Center: 955 Prosperity Street @ Mustang Way - (209) 221-6317

MH Little League: www.mountainhouselittleleague.org
MH Matters Facebook Page: www.facebook.com/MountainHouseMatters
MH Mothers Club: www.MHmothersclub.com
MH Musicians' Network: www.Facebook.com - type: "Mountain House Musicians Network"
MH Poker Club: www.mhpoker.com
MH Running Club: www.MHrunners.com
MH Seniors Group: www.Facebook.com - type: "Mountain House Seniors"
MH Soccer/West Coast Soccer Club: http://westcoastsoccerclub.com
MH Sports, Inc.: www.mh-sports.org - "Jr. Mustangs" Football, Cheer, Basketball, Track 'n Field
MH Villages Forum: www.MHVillages.com
MH Virtual Garage Sale: www.facebook.com/groups/MHvirtualgaragesale
MH Wine Club: www.MHwineclub.com
MH Walking Club: www.facebook.com/groups/MHWalkingClub
Macaroni Kid - Mountain House: www.MountainHouse.MacaroniKid.com
Neighborhood Watch: search MH Neighborhood Watch on Facebook
Tracy Rotary Satellite Club @ Mountain House: search Rotary Mountain House on Facebook
Tracy Talks Community page for Tracy & MH: www.facebook.com/OfficialTracyTalks

To List your local group, please email your information to bryan@mhmatters.net, or call 209-597-8157
Deadline for the October issue is September 30th

Mountain House Matters! is brought to you courtesy of your Mountain House neighbors at Association News Network, Inc., a small and locally-owned publishing firm. Published monthly as a free service to the Mountain House
community, with a commitment and dedication to keeping the community abreast of what’s happening here in town.
Mountain House Matters! developed out of a clear need to be able to reach the entire community with news and information - “Linking Village Voices”. Mailed monthly by way of the USPS “Every Door Direct” mail program, Mountain
House Matters is delivered to all carrier-route addresses within the 95391 zip code. Additionally, free copies are drop-delivered to local shops, offices and nearby stores. Total distribution, including drop-delivery, continues to grow
as the number of homes we have grows, currently reaching nearly 5,000 pieces each month.
Content space for community news and information to recognized groups and organizations at no cost. The sole source of revenue is generated by way of our generous advertising sponsors. The support of our neighboring businesses
and services is what makes our publication possible. We encourage your patronage of our sponsors, and are, of course, open to additional advertising sponsors. Our page count will increase as does sponsorship support.
The views and comments expressed within the articles herein are intended to bring current neighborhood village and community information to your door. Publisher assumes no responsibility for any opinions and/or statements offered
by contributing authors to the publication, claims or statements made by advertisers, or for any errors or omissions in the paper. Please check with individual groups for further information as events schedules do sometimes change.
Acceptance of advertising material does not constitute endorsement of the products or services offered. A.N.N., Inc. reserves the right to reject any advertising copy or placement.

Advertising placements and/or article consideration should be directed to:
Bryan Harrison, Publisher/Editor: bryan@mhmatters.net • 209-597-8157

©2012-2016, all rights reserved • Association News Network, Inc. • www.MHMatters.net
Mailing address: 2455 Naglee Rd. #263 . Tracy, CA 95304 • 209.229.8240
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- Services Directory
Thanks To All our Paid Listing Subscribers

Find What You Need in and around town right here!

DINING & ENTERTAINMENT GUIDE

PET CARE SERVICES

JACKIE'S PET CARE - Jackie Dekker

BYRON INN CAFE - Roberto Rose, Chef/Proprietor

(925) 634-9441

Dogs, Cats, Horses, Birds & Rodents • Mountain House resident

M&J BISTRO - Jason Rucker

(209) 832-2727

REAL ESTATE AGENTS & BROKERS

MAZAA KABOB HOUSE - Haroon Hamid

(209) 830-4402

5980 Stoneridge Dr Ste 122, Pleasanton, CA 94588 • CalBRE #01960659

MOUNTAIN HOUSE BAR & GRILL - Josie Alvarez

(925) 634-9441

1126 El Portal, Tracy, CA 95376 • CalBRE #01490605

16141 Byron Hwy, Byron, CA • Breakfast & lunch 7 days/wk • Fri & Sat Dinner Service
2503 Tracy Blvd @ Grantline Rd. • A Taste of San Francisco - Come Treat Yourself!
2794 Naglee Rd. (Home Depot ctr) • Authentic Afghanistan Cuisine • Open Daily
16784 Grantline Rd. • Lunch & Dinner • Wine & Beer - family friendly

(510) 304-9009

espinoza.eder@gmail.com

Book Your Next Dream Vacation

HEALTH /BEAUTY/ PERSONAL CARE
EDUCATIONAL INSTRUCTION
CAMP SEW & SEW - Judy Ridpath

KAM LEARNING CENTER - Donshea Williams

Personal Tutoring • Summer Workshops - Mountain House resident

(650) 678-1174

www.CampSewAndSew.com

(209) 879-9122

www.KamLearningCenter.com

FITNESS

MOHO FIT-KICK - Marjorie Safaie

(925) 383-5835

moho@thefitkick.com

Learn • Fuel • Succeed • Share

HAIR STYLISTS

KJ STYLES - Cilest Duckett

(209) 407-2987

www.StyleSeat.com/Cilest

Master Hair Stylist/ mage Consultant, Hair Extention Specialist

IN-HOME CARE

PRIVATE & AFFORDABLE IN-HOME CARE - Cynthia White

Elderly Companion Care, Meal Prep, Respite Care Relief & more

(831) 419-2712

INSURANCE / RETIREMENT
INSURANCE

JOY OLIVIER INSURANCE AGENCY

Auto, Home, Health & Life

INSURANCE - LIFE

(925) 373-6852

joy@joyolivierinsuarnce.com

NEW YORK LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY - Florence Bamidele

Life, long-term care & roll-overs

(925) 548-5331

www.FlorenceBamidele.com • fbamidele@ft.newyorklife.com

HOUSE & HOME SERVICES
WINDOW CLEANING

FIVE STAR WINDOW AND GUTTER CLEANING

Window & Gutter Cleaning • Mobile Sun Screens

MORTGAGE BROKERS
iMORTGAGE - Amy Costa

2156 W. Grantline Rd., Ste 100, Tracy, CA 95377

MOVEMENT MORTGAGE - Marylou Edwards

Mountain House resident

NOTARY PUBLIC SERVICES

Krugman Notary - Sandra M. Krugman

Mobile Notary-Document Signing Services - Mountain House resident

CROWN KEY REALTY - Susan Goulding

HOME BUYERS REALTY - Ron Cedillo

WORLD TRAVEL - Eder Espinoza

Instruction, Custom Sewing & Alterations - Mountain House resident

COLDWELL BANKER - Harshad Bhimani

632 W. 11th Street Suite 215, Tracy, CA 95376 • CalBRE #01247457

TRAVEL

209-450-2756

www.fivestar-windows.com

(209) 229-4121

amy.costa@imortgage.com

(925) 285-5333

marylou@marylouedwards.com

cell (360) 292-3735

sandi2015@comcast.net
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(209) 627-8928

Jackiespetcaremh@gmail.com

(408) 616-0488

harshad.bhimani@gmail.com

(209) 914-5573

Susan@CrownKeyRealty.com

209-834-2682

ron@HBRteam.com

KELLER WILLIAMS - Angad Bhullar

(209) 336-6331

KLEMM REAL ESTATE - Alicia Hernandez

(209) 597-6186

KLEMM REAL ESTATE - David Torres

(209) 831-0913

MH resident • CalBRE #01944649

angad@kw.com

CalBRE #0137388

www.MHEliteGroup.com • homesbyalicia@hotmail.com

CalBRE #01944033

www.TorresGroupRealty.com • david@listingsbydavid.com

MOUNTAIN HOUSE REAL ESTATE - Drew Jacobsen

(209) 855-1308

MH resident • CalBRE #01416016

drew@mhrealestate.com

MH resident • CalBRE #01875675

gevon@gevonpolgar.com

MH resident • CalBRE #01934170

shaheen@homesbypasha.com

POLGAR GROUP - Gevon Polgar
REeBROKER GROUP - Shaheen Pasha

(209) 597-8890
(925) 528-9093
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MHHS VAPA Boosters Club
Announces 2016-’17 Schedule

The Mountain House High School Visual and Performing Arts (VAPA) Boosters Club is pleased
to announce their schedule of events for the new school year. Stay tuned for updates or contact
VAPA directly at: mhvapaboosters@gmail.com for more info and/or to get involved!

October 2016

October 7, 2016: Family Fun Bingo Night. Doors open at 5:30pm, Bingo Starts at 6:30pm. MHHS MPR.
mhvapaboosters@gmail.com
October 12, 2016: MHHS VAPA Boosters Meeting at 7pm, MHHS A152. mhvapaboosters@gmail.com
October 22, 2016: Mountain House Invitational at MHHS Stadium. mhvapaboosters@gmail.com

November 2016

November 4, 2016: Family Fun Bingo Night. Doors open at 5:30pm, Bingo Starts at 6:30pm. MHHS
MPR. mhvapaboosters@gmail.com
November 9, 2016: MHHS VAPA Boosters Meeting at 7pm, MHHS A152. mhvapaboosters@gmail.com

December 2016

December 2, 2016: Family Fun Bingo Night. Doors open at 5:30pm, Bingo Starts at 6:30pm. MHHS MPR.
mhvapaboosters@gmail.com
December 14, 2016: MHHS VAPA Boosters Meeting at 7pm, MHHS A152. mhvapaboosters@gmail.com

January 2017

January 6, 2017: Family Fun Bingo Night. Doors open at 5:30pm, Bingo Starts at 6:30pm. MHHS MPR.
mhvapaboosters@gmail.com
January 11, 2017: MHHS VAPA Boosters Meeting at 7pm, MHHS A152. mhvapaboosters@gmail.com

February 2017

February 3, 2017: Family Fun Bingo Night. Doors open at 5:30pm, Bingo Starts at 6:30pm. MHHS MPR.
mhvapaboosters@gmail.com
February 8, 2017: MHHS VAPA Boosters Meeting at 7pm, MHHS A152. mhvapaboosters@gmail.com

March 2017

March 3, 2017: Family Fun Bingo Night. Doors open at 5:30pm, Bingo Starts at 6:30pm. MHHS MPR.
mhvapaboosters@gmail.com
March 8, 2017: MHHS VAPA Boosters Meeting at 7pm, MHHS A152. mhvapaboosters@gmail.com

April 2017

April 1, 2017: Mountain House Invitational at MHHS Gym. mhvapaboosters@gmail.com
April 7, 2017: Family Fun Bingo Night. Doors open at 5:30pm, Bingo Starts at 6:30pm. MHHS MPR.
mhvapaboosters@gmail.com
April 12, 2017: MHHS VAPA Boosters Meeting at 7pm, MHHS A152. mhvapaboosters@gmail.com

May 2017

 ay 5, 2017: Family Fun Bingo Night. Doors open at 5:30pm, Bingo Starts at 6:30pm. MHHS MPR.
M
mhvapaboosters@gmail.com
May 10, 2017: MHHS VAPA Boosters Meeting at 7pm, MHHS A152. mhvapaboosters@gmail.com

Like us on Facebook

Join our Text Message Reminder System, text @mustangbnd to 81010
Sandi Soriano, President, Anne Goodrich, Vice President, Atul Khanna, Secretary, Emilie Taylor, Treasurer

Mountain House Resident & Real Estate Specialist

Buyers: Personal Tours
Sellers: Strong Marketing
Investors: Market Analysis
Short Sales & Notary
DRE #01876560

Angel Lamb
Realtor®

925-290-8578
www.AngelLamb.com

Cesar Chavez
By Jaydeep Dhillon

Submitted by Raj Dhillon

I am a Mountain House Resident. My Grandson Jaydeep Dhillon who
is a fifth grader at Glenmore elementary Shool Fremont He won the
first Prize and $500 in California Teachers Association Contest. This
is a real story which happened to him. Raj Dhillon

Every year there are new students in my class,
students who are attending my school for the first
time. On the first day of fifth grade, I noticed three
new students sprinkled throughout my classroom,
kids I had never seen before. At recess I walked
to play football with my group
that has played together since
kindergarten.
There was one boy standing on
the side of the crowd. He looked
familiar, but I did not recognize
him right away. When the game
started, I saw one of my friends
trip the boy.

Then it came to me. “Ah,
Shahab! He is one of the new boys in my class,” I
thought. He struggled to his feet. “That’s not kind
to treat someone that way,” I thought. When the bell
rang to end recess, I ran to catch up to Shahab. “Are
you all right?” I asked.
He looked down and muttered, “I’m fine.”

His words did not match his expression. I knew
something was wrong. As I went to bed that night, I
thought about what happened to Shahab. “I have to
speak up,” I said to myself. “That’s what good people
like César Chavez would do.” I’ve heard many
stories about Cesar Chavez and how he stood up for
what was right. He led the farmworkers to unionize
and get better working conditions using nonviolence
to solve conflict; he created a better environment
that treated people kinder. He spoke up for people
who could not speak up for themselves. That’s what
César Chavez did, and he is one of my role models.
The next day I played football again. Shahab did too.
That day I was team captain and picked players. I
made sure I picked Shahab. I did not want him to be
pushed around again, so I carefully choose friendly

The Kneel!

players for our team because they would be more
likely to help him if anyone treated him poorly. After
the play began, Shahab fell to the ground. I did not
see what happened, but I knew. I did something,
maybe what Cesar Chavez would have done when
he was my age. I spoke up.

“Stop!” I announced looking
at Shahab. Everyone froze as if
they were statues. “Leave Shahab
alone,” I hollered. Shahab smiled.
My heart felt warm. He was
the new boy, who needed help.
Shahab could not speak up for
himself, that’s why I had to do
it. It was the same scenario when
César Chavez spoke up for the farmworkers picking
grapes without rest breaks, clean water, bathrooms,
and proper clothing to protect them from pesticides.

The next day I walked over to the field and didn’t see
Shahab. I wondered where he was. I then saw him,
his head down at the picnic table. I gave my friends
a look, and they smirked. I walked over to Shahab
and asked, “What happened?”
“They won’t let me play,” he replied.
“That’s it!” I whispered to myself.

I don’t normally do this, but I told the teacher. At an
afterschool meeting, my teacher helped us resolve
the issue. Shahab would play, she told us. The next
day we all played peacefully together.

This experience taught me the importance of standing
up when situations are not right, when people are
disenfranchised and cannot speak up for themselves.
For Shahab, the environment was unfriendly, and
he needed someone to speak up. He was new, that
is why I had to help him. Standing up is powerful
and we, as people, today can improve our world by
following Cesar Chavez’s example.

continued from page 17

there and many are even getting killed! This
isn’t just a problem for our country, it’s a huge
issue everywhere. Also, many people think that
this is a publicity stunt...well, is it really? Why
would Kaepernick, a man with such a high
reputation, just put his job on the line and take
a knee during a game (and don’t forget- loads
of people were watching)? Exactly. This shows
that he did have a reason to stand for, to give a
voice to those who didn’t have one or weren’t
able to raise it loud enough for others to hear.
I bet Kaepernick knew that if he took a knee
during a game, then so many people would
see it and start talking about it. This would
start many conversations and people would
get to know about it more. Maybe, after lots of
discussing, people could come to a conclusion
that everybody would be able to agree with. I
guess we’ll just have to wait and see!

*Note: All these facts and all the information
in this article has been collected from various
sources (such as certain videos and websites).
About the writer…
Hello, there! Thank you so much for reading
my article! I really hope you enjoyed it! My
name is Rajvee Patel and I am in 8th grade at
Questa School.
As you can probably see, my love for writing is
huge. I love writing all kinds of things: poems,
books, stories, and, well - newspaper articles!
My articles will be published in the monthly
“Mountain House Matters” newspaper, so look
out for more of my writing pieces! Once again,
thanks for reading my article! I can’t wait to
greet you with the next one!
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Final Mountain House Golf Club Tourney
of the year set for November 6
Congratulations to Mr September Alfred Ramos
for winning the MH Golf Club September
tournament for the 3rd year in a row! He also
won the closest to the pin competition and the
brand new Chevy Camaro!
Congratulations, also, to our August 28th winners at Deer Ridge Golf Club in Brentwood.

Winner (lowest net) was Drew Jacobsen.
LeVinia Woods was the Ladies winner, and
Closest to the pin (#13) went to Todd Burkle.

There is still sign up to play our final tournament of th year:

November 6 at Chardonnay Golf Club,
American Canyon (936 am shotgun start)
This is a MAJOR Tournament
Tournaments are generally held the last Sunday of the month at various courses nearby to
Mountain House.
To register, email andy@mhflagfootball.com.

Kick-off the Halloween Season with WSF's production of The Legend of Sleepy
Hollow! This not-so-spooky production is perfect for getting the family and there
are two shows to choose from -- 2:00 and 7:00 on Saturday, October 8th. Tickets
are on sale now! http://www.mhwsf.org/store

World Teachers' Day

August Low Net Winner Drew Jacobsen

The United Nations' (UN) World Teachers' Day
celebrates the role teachers play in providing quality education at all levels. Celebrate Wednesday,
October 5, 2016 by showing appreciation to your
teacher(s).

This enables children and adults of all ages to
learn to take part in and contribute to their local
community and global society.

August Low Net Ladies Winner LaVinia Woods

16784 Grant Line Rd.
September Low Net Winner and Closest to the Pin Winner
was Alfred Ramos

www.MountainHouseCats.com
or www.facebook.com/MHFeralCatRescue

Your success is our goal.
Your trust is our asset.
Your satisfaction is our reward!
Harshad Bhimani
Realtor ®

CalBRE# 01960659

mobile: 408.616.0488
harshad.bhimani@gmail.com

www.NandHomes.com
www.Facebook.com/NandHomes

510.269.0562
Elouise A. Walton-Prince
Independent Distributor

A Tradition Of Trust
Mountain House Resident & Area Expert

www.TheresNoLimits.MyItWorks.com
AskZellaHowItWorks@gmail.com

Rotary
Serving
Humanity

Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker logo are service marks of Coldwell Banker Real Estate, LLC. Coldwell Banker Residential
Brokerage is owned by a subsidiary of NRT, LLC. If you have a broker relationship with another agency, this is not intended as a solicitation.
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MH Girls Softball Celebrates 3rd Season Opening Day
The Mountain House Girls Sofball
League celebrated opening day of its third
seasonlaunch September 10, 2016.

"This has been an exceptional year of
growth for us,” stated league co-founder
Patrick Martens. We have tripled in size,
going from 89 girls in 2015 to 107 in
2016,” he said. “We've also seen the
League broaden in appeal to reach both
more experienced players as well as continuing to attract girls who have never
played before - some who are as old as
13 years old."
Opening ceremonies quickly gave way to
“PLAY BALL!” Central Park Field was
the site of the first game of the season at
9am, followed by the first game at Wicklund Field at 10am.

Coaches and team captains at Opening Day - photo by Yoli Karcher

The Joy Olivier Insurance Agency, Inc.

Give us a chance to put a little JOY into your
Insurance Experience

• Home • Auto • Life • Boats • Motorcycles
• Health (Certified Agent on and off the exchange)

Office: (925) 373-6852
Fax: (925) 369-0329

Anthony Lugo
OH07656

joy@joyolivierinsurance.com
anthony@joyolivierinsurance.com

Agency Lic # OI43589

Joy Olivier Lugo
OF05802
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Jr Mustangs Offer Glimpse at Future
Opening their season against what was
thought to be a strong
crew from San Jose,
all three divisions of
the MH Jr. Mustangs
dominated the day.
As a feeder organization to the MH High
School teams, the future bodes well.

Saturday, on October 1, Mountain House Jr Mustangs Football & Cheer will be hosting a fabulous
event - a brunch featuring huge house made cinnamon rolls from Town & Country Cafe in Tracy,
fresh fruit salad and your choice of a Mimosa, Coffee or OJ! Cost: $15 with mimosa, $10 with coffee
or OJ. You can also pre-purchase cinnamon rolls for $4 ea. and pick them up at the event. Note that
there is no game 10/1 (game day is Sunday 10/2 next weekend) so everyone’s available to come!

Going Above and Beyond For You!

NEW PRICE!

$574,000

449 W. Questa Trail MH

SALE PENDING!

171 W. Santa Barbara MH

Alicia Hernandez
209.597.6186

homesbyalicia@hotmail.com
CABRE #01373886

SOLD!

JUST LISTED!

$580,000

$479,900

104 N. Alta Dena St. MH

Cell/Text

David Torres

18261 Millbrook Ave. River Islands

209.831.0913

david@listingsbydavid.com
CABRE #01944033

Mountain
House
MattersTuesday
Sunday
Monday

Mountain House Community Events Calendar

Wednesday

Thursday
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All dates and events subject to change.
Check with your respective groups to verify

To submit your community-oriented event for
consideration on the Mountain House Matters
monthly calendar, please email event info, date,
time, and location to: info@mhmatters.net
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October 2016

3
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September 2016

Every Tuesday in October
Music Together Class

4

55

Firehouse 9:30a-10:15a & 10:30a-11:15a

Friday

Every Thursday in October
Taco Thursdays

30

1		

Every Saturday in October
Suzuki Early Childhood Class

9am-10am - Firehouse - see page 7

Cinna-Brunch & Bubbly Fund Raiser

7

9am - 12pm - see page 23 - Firehouse

8		

5-8pm -MH Bar & Grill - All ages Weekly

Weight Watchers Community Series
Firehouse 5:30-6:30pm

10

Family Fun Bingo Night- see page 20

11

LUSD Building: 111 S. De Anza Blvd. 7:00pm

12

Restaurant Night

13

Trendy Tuesday

w/ Camp Sew & Sew 7 p.m.

Youth Action Committee Meeting

17

Board Rm, 230 S. Sterling Dr. 7pm

18

Doors open 5:30pm, Bingo Starts 6:30pm

14

15		

Rotary Meeting

MH Fire Station
9-10am all welcome

Central Park 5:00pm

16

MH Fire Station
9-10am all welcome
Guest Speakers:
Dallas Williams &
Kriss Veit - Halloween
Fund-raiser party
- see page 15

6

LUSD Board of Trustees Meeting

9

Rotary Meeting

Saturday

Halloween Fund Raiser
for Children’s Hospital

LIVE MUSIC - Taco Thursday
MHCSD Board of Directors Meeting Bryan Harrison & Friends 7-10pm
CSD Bldg: 230 S. Sterling Dr. 7pm

19

5-8pm -MH Bar & Grill - All ages Weekly

20

21

6pm - 12am - see page 15

22		

MH Fire Dept PANCAKE Breakfast!
7:00pm - 12pm - see page 8

Tiny Toes Gymnastics Class

Trendy Tuesday

Wicklund Park see page 7 or
go to MHCSD.com for times

23

24
Tiny Toes Gymnastics Class
Wicklund Park see page 7 or
go to MHCSD.com for times

LUSD Board of Trustees Meeting

MHHS Athletic Boosters Meeting

MH Wine Club

7:00pm - sign-up at MHWineClub.com

LUSD Building: 111 S. De Anza Blvd. 7:00pm MHHS Room C20 7pm

w/ Camp Sew & Sew 7 p.m.

25

26

27

28

29

Rotary Meeting

MH Fire Station
9-10am all welcome

Restaurant Night
Central Park 5:00pm

Pumpkin Festival

10am-2pm - Central Park - see page 16

