2017 Relay For Life of MH Efforts Underway
see page 4
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MH Investors, LLC Takes
Holi - Celebration of Colors - Sparkles
Steps Toward Development
at
Bethany
Park
of South Mountain House
By Bryan Harrison

By Bryan Harrison

Way back just after the turn
of the century, in 2001,
property developer Gerry
Kamilos led the effort to establish what is now the Delta College South Campus
at Mountain House. His
group reportedly invested
Gerry Kamilos addresses teh MHCSD Board
more than $11 million, and
a great deal of time, to help get the Kamilos, along with his legal
counsel, Brett Jolly, appeared at
college up and running.
“We initiated the Master Plan mod- the March 8, 2017 MH Community
ification that allowed the college Services District Board Meeting,
to come into Mountain House,” seeking to have the board do it’s
necessary duty in signing-off on
Kamilos stated.
a request to have the county grant
As one of the early lead developers
MHI land annexation, enabling
at the initial launch of Mountain
the group access to utilities and
House, his organization was a main
public service through the Mounplayer at the forefront of making this
tain House Community Services
pioneer town a reality.
District, so they may begin to build
The Great Recession hit his group on their land.
hard, in part because Lehman
This annexation, Kamilos asserted,
Brothers - a huge entity that went
will “connect the community as a
bankrupt - had owned a big chunk
whole”, with construction planned
of their holdings.
to begin later this year.
Fast forward to present day. Having
The area of Mountain House the
survived all that turmoil, Kamilos,
group owns includes the eastern
with his group, now known as
most portion of Neighborhood D,
Mountain House Investors, LLC,
known now as Cordes Village, as
has taken great strides in preparing
well as what Kamilos referred to
to actually begin surface developas the “College Park” portion of
ment of the land holdings they have
Mountain House - South of Grant
maintained all these years.
continued page 5

More than 500 people turned out
on a spectacular Sunday afternoon
for the 2017 Mountain House Holi
celebration of colors at Bethany
Park, March 12, 2017.

Following a brief welcome session inside the Bethany School
Multi-Purpose Room, everyone
moved over to the hill at Bethany
Park, where the fun began. People
danced and sang, with smiles,
laughter and hugs all around,
as everyone proceeded to paint

continued page 3
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Holi - Celebration of Colors - Sparkles at Bethany Park

continued from page 1

one another’s faces, clothes,
hair and where ever. Music
provided by MC Productions
blared throughout the village as
the party ensued. Once all were
properly covered in colors, a
delightful indian buffet picnic
was provided at the park.

A Sanskrit word in origin, Holi
is an ancient Hindu spring festival originally celebrated in
India and Nepal. Holi is known
as the “festival of colours” or
the “festival of love”, according
to Wikipedia.
The festival signifies the victory of good over evil, the arrival
of spring, end of winter, and,
for many, a festive day to meet
others, play and laugh, forget
and forgive, and repair broken
relationships.

Holi’s origins as a Hindu religious festival has grown and
spread to become popular with
continued page 14
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2017 Mountain House RELAY FOR LIFE To Move to Central Park
MH RFL Leadership Team
David Pombo: Event Chair
Winnie Codde: Online Chair
Jennifer Snyder: Survivor Chair
Bob Corden: Entertainment Chair
Airika Smith-Payne: Youth Chair
Patricia Harrison, Anna Inveen, Glorianna
Greeves, Julie Ulrich, Staci Engstrom, Joy
Reed and others are involved in the planning.
Positions still open include:
Banking and Sponsorship chairs.

Please Save The Date/Plan to Attend

Fifth Annual

Sweetheart Dance

Please plan now to attend the fifth annual Sweetheart Dance
Saturday, April 29th, from 7pm-9pm, at MH High School
Multi-Purpose Room.
Contact any Leadership Team members for individuals for tickets.
$20 per family in advance- $25 at the door.
100% of proceeds go directly to the RFL of Mountain House
Fund-raising efforts.

The American Cancer Society Relay For Life of Mountain
House will take place on Saturday, June 24, 2017 at its new
location: the concert bowl at Central Community Park.
Join local volunteers and participants as we celebrate cancer survivors, remember
those lost to the disease, and take action to save more lives from cancer.
“This horrible monster called cancer has touched virtually every one in one way or
another and it will continue to until we finally beat it,” stated Event Chair, David
Pombo. “That is why I Relay.”
The opening ceremony, which includes a special Survivors Lap, is scheduled to
begin at 10:00 a.m.
“We’ll kick off the event by celebrating everyone who’s been affected by cancer.
Whether someone’s been diagnosed for 10 days or been cancer-free for 10 years,
they will gather together for the crowd to cheer them on,” the group states on their
web page.
Cancer survivors are encouraged to register to be celebrated. The “Survivor Lap”
is a beautifully fitting way to initiate the day-long celebration of life and beating
cancer. Survivors define courage and inspire those facing a cancer diagnosis. Their
strength is honored with each step they take around the first lap. If you know anyone
who’s overcome cancer, invite them to join.
A “Caregivers Lap” follows. Caring for others is such a selfless act, which is why
we honor caregivers with a lap. They often walk with the person they’ve supported.
From there, the day-long event is about so much more than just the walking of laps
by volunteers. The entire community of Mountain House is invited to join-in for
fun, games, live music, food, prizes and more.
Volunteer fund-raising teams are being organized and energized now. Join a team,
or gather with friends, family and associates and start a team of your own!
The event culminates with “The Luminaria” ceremony. Luminaria is a fitting
remembrance of those lost to cancer, as it is also a wonderful acknowledgment to
those still fighting to win the battle.
Each Luminaria bag represents a loved one lost to cancer, brings support to those
affected by it, and honors survivors. This powerful moment gives people the opportunity to grieve but also offers hope and comfort.
Closing Ceremonies will complete the event, usually around 10pm. We celebrate
all that we’ve accomplished together and remember those we’ve lost. Together, we
commit to take action and help end the pain and suffering of cancer.
To learn how you can take action to help move us one step closer to a world free from
the pain and suffering of cancer, in all its forms, please visit www.RelayForLife.
org/MountainHouseCA, or like the FaceBook page: Relay-For-Life-of-MountainHouse.
Fundraising through your Relay For Life event supports the Society’s mission to
prevent cancer, save lives and diminish suffering from the disease. The overall 2017
fund-raising goal set by MH Chair, David Pombo, is $36,000.
Together, we can do this!

Event Leadership Team Meetings

Those interested in joining the Relay For Life of Mountain House
planning committee, please plan now to join us.
Meetings are held the first Monday of each month through June
• April 3, 2017
• May 1, 2017
• June 5, 2017
Time: 6:00 pm - 8:00 pm
Location: MH Fire Station Community Room
Mustang Way @ 911 Tradition
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Discussion on Porta-Potty Status
at March CSD Meeting

MHI Seeks Land Annexation
continued from page 1

Line Rd. nearest to Mountain House Parkway.

By Bryan Harrison

Their portion of Cordes Village runs from the
edge at MH Parkway to roughly where the high
tension power lines split the village.
While there is “mixed use” zoning (commercial
and residential) in these two areas, much of the
MHI pursuit is to kick-start development of the
light commercial/industrial zoned portions.

“We’re committed to seeing this thing through
and develop the commercial property best we
can,” Kamilos told the board.

Being presented that evening for the Board’s
approval were three (3) staff resolution recommendations. General Manager, Ed Pattison
outlined for the board members the three recommendations from Staff so they may submit
formal application to the LAFCo (Local Agency Formation Commission).

First was to adopt a resolution for application
for annexation to the San Joaquin County
LAFCo for the property North of Grant Line
Rd. (the MHI portion of Neighborhood D/
Cordes Village).
The second recommendation was a request for
annexation to LAFCo for the property South
of Grant Line Rd. (College Park village area).

The third and final recommendation was an
annexation agreement between MHI and the
MHCSD that Pattison said “crystallizes all
the underlying documents that are already in
existence,” and “helps establish all roles and
responsibilities”.
LAFCo, as stated on their web site, “is responsible for coordinating logical and timely
changes in local governmental boundaries,
including: annexations and detachments of
territory; incorporations of cities; formations of
special districts; and consolidations, mergers,
and dissolutions of districts.”
MHI Legal Counsel, Brett S. Jolly, of Shore,
McKinley & Conger, LLP, outlined for the
board the area in question, stating that there are

Legal Counsel for MH Investors, LLC, Brett Jolly addressed
the board

approximately 300 acres of total land, including
about 50 acres of total potential “employment
area”. Kamilos added that the land includes a
33 acre community park, as well.
“This is a 100% developer-funded annexation,”
Pattison added.

Board members sought some clarification about
the proposal. Director Bernice King-Tingle
wanted assurance that commercial services restaurants, coffee shops, gas stations and the
like - would be included in the development
early in the process, which Kamilos assured her
they would do their best to provide.
“But, to complete that,” he urged, “we need to
complete this annexation.”

He went on to say that “MHI was the first entity
to bring employment to Mountain House, with
the establishment of the college.”

Director Andy Su expressed concerns that the
annexation would authorize the developer to
simply build more houses and ignore the commercial aspect of the proposal. He asked what
else Kamilos’ group has done for Mountain
House besides bring the college here.

Kamilos listed numerous areas in which his
group has invested in making this town a reality
- most of which has had to do with infrastructure areas that are not readily visible.
continued page 20
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What began as board discussion item 10.2 - a
report by Code Enforcement Officer Cedric
Hathorn on “Portable Toilets Use and Location
at Neighborhood and Community Parks” at the
March 8, 2017 MHCSD Board meeting morphed into a bit of a contentious debate.

will be ongoing, even after the larger sports
complex area is built. “Staff believes more
permanent bathroom facilities are ultimately
needed,” General Manager Ed Pattison stated.

Use of portable toilets (out-houses) at neighborhood parks has been ongoing for a number
of years, necessary to accommodate needs of
local sports leagues but, Hathorn said, increased
use more recently has come with an increasing
number of complaints from neighbors who live
across from the parks and schools.

Director Su sought clarification, from a noticeably defensive position, on what types of
complaints had been presented. As President
of the Flag Football league, the issue has been
a consistent issue for nine years.

“At this time staff is seeking direction for the
use and location of semi-permanent portable
toilets at the neighbor community parks and
Central Park,” Hathorn began.

Staff presented several options for the board’s
consideration to address the need for league
use while giving consideration to resident
complaints.
“Option A” would be to turn over complete
responsibility to the leagues to rent and maintain the portable toilets. MHCSD would install
small concrete pads, and would require leagues
to make sure toilets are ADA compliant, by law.

The second option, “Option B”, would be for
the district to assume responsibility, making
them available for use, for a fee, with screen
enclosures. Locations would be close enough
to streets for easy sanitation cleaning access,
but attention to masking them from street view
would be arranged. CSD would be responsible
for safety, and would likely keep them locked
when not in league use.

“Option 3” would call for removal of the portapotties in place of an alternative solution, preferably by securing approval for school restroom
access, or building a more permanent solution.
“Option 4” would be to do nothing, and simply
maintain status quo - continue as things have
been.

Staff recommended either option A or B as the
best options for an equitable solution.
Hathorn expressed the staff’s belief that safety
and access of these portable toilets for the
league use is important.

Given that bathroom facilities were not included in the original construction due, in part, to
the contention that more permanent fields and
structures for league use will ultimately be part
of the build-out of Central Park, the immediate
need must be addressed.
At this time, there is a clear understanding the
need for the neighborhood parks by leagues

Portable Toilets “in the long term can’t be
used,” said Public Works Director, Nader
Shareghi. The board will ultimately have to
decide whether to cover these temporary toilets
so they are out of view of the neighborhoods, or
replace them with a more permanent solution.

Director Moreno inquired as to the cost of
concrete pads, and for enclosures for each unit.

Questa resident, Stacey Stone, addressed
the board to express her concern about the
portable toilet that sits at the edge of Questa
Park, directly across the street from her home.
Her concerns were not based on the league
use directly, but with regard to area service
people who stop and use the facility, parking
and hanging out on their breaks. “It’s kind of
a scary,” she said.
“Staff hopes that your board can establish some
guidelines and boundaries for us to solve this
dilemma we find ourselves in,” Pattison stated.
“The CSD lacks policy and guidelines to follow,” Pattison reiterated as the reason for the
discussion item. “We still don’t have a long
term solution.”

Ultimately, Pattison stated that they will need
to bring this issue back as an action item to
establish guidelines.

“We are a community. We are a public entity.
We need to be following the law,” stated Director Moreno with regard to adhering to ADA
compliance.
In the end, Legal Counsel, Dan Schroeder,
weighed-in on the issue, stating that, since the
board has not established any clear guidelines
at this time, Staff technically has the ability to
take whatever steps they see fit.

Director Moreno suggested that Staff bring
back a policy draft for further discussion and/or
action. President Brian Lucid and Mr. Pattison
agreed that would be the best idea at this point.
In a follow-up email, GM Pattison told MH
Matters: “Regarding the portable toilet issue
in the park, staff is continuing to research and
will be meeting with leagues and residents with
the goal of identifying a mutually beneficial
solution. Staff will keep you apprised.

Deputy West
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Two Girl Scout Troops & Rotary Recognized; Caltrans Reports on I-580 Work; Library Report & Community Garden Presented
By Bryan Harrison

board his colleague, Eddie Dike, PE, a Resident
Engineer on the project, as well as a resident of
Mountain House.

The March 8, 2017 Mountain House
Community Services District Board
Meeting contained a very full slate on
the agenda. It was a meeting that ran
well beyond the normal 10pm shutdown,
and included a plethora of pertinent
topics and presentations.

Board VP, Dan Harrison, stated the Public Safety
Committee will be working very soon with the
MH Fire Department to establish a Mountain
House-based CERT (Community Emergency
Response Team).

The board issued a citation of commendation to San Joaquin County Sheriff’s
Deputy West for his recent exceptionally
fine work. The Deputy was responsible
for apprehending a couple of those responsible
for many of the thefts that have been going on
- from mail to auto related crimes. More than
$30,000 worth of goods and a whole bunch of
mail was recovered.

this winter, taking its toll on our highways.

The newly chartered Rotary Club of MH also
received a certificate of appreciation for their
service to the community.

Haus reported that coming up is a complete
rehab of the 580 freeway from N. Flynn Rd. to
the county line. This is project is admittedly
long overdue. Roughly $58 million in cost over
a two-year overall, the roadway will be a major
focus at long last. “That highway has been due
for attention for quite some time,” Haus stated.

Two MH Girl Scout Troops were recognized for
their community service: Troop 1829 and Troop
594 both received certificates of appreciation.

Caltrans representatives were present. Spokesperson, Bob Haus, provided an update on work
being done on interstate I-580. Record rainfall

Caltrans workers have been doing spot repairs on
the roadways day-in and day-out because of the
heavy rainfall. An emergency paving project to
replace the distressed concrete effectively took
away a great deal of the hazards for the short term.

Haus also took a minute to introduce to the

San Joaquin County Library Deputy Director,
Suzy Daveluy, gave a state of the libraries report.
Mountain House Branch Library is the only
branch in the system that is seeing an increase
in community usage and participation.
The MH Investors, LLC Annexation Presentation
(page 1) and the Portable Toilets Discussion Item
(page 5) both consumed a good deal of time.

A final item on the evening was a presentation
that began with CSD Staff Doug Louie on
a proposal to team up with resident, Debbie
Klevins, to develop a community garden project.
An expert on the science of Permaculture, Ms.
Klevins then stepped in to present some initial
artist renderings of how the garden could fit and
function at the Great Valley Parkway end along
MH Creek, where an open parcel of land could

be used. The idea, it was agreed, bares strong
merit, although the actual model of how items
would be distributed, sold or otherwise, was still
in the early planning stages.

Budget Workshops are on the near horizon. Some
concern about salary packages for staff were
expressed by two residents during the Public
Comment time at the very start of the evening.
Following a quick show of support for the CSD
staff by SEIU Local 790 Representative, Bill
Petrone, residents Victor Liew and Dennis McVay addressed the board to express their dismay
at the amounts of the compensation packages in
the budget for staff.
In so much as he could, Board President Brian
Lucid, responded that there is much more to a
compensation package than just the hourly wage,
and that more will be brought forth on this issue
at the Budget Workshops May 18th and June 7th.

Given that the board is not permitted to engage
in detail on public comments, that was about as
much as could be said at the time. He encouraged
both men to attend those meetings, where further
discussion and clarity may be had.
The meeting adjourned at about 11:20p.m.

March 2017
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The Mission of the District is to Provide Responsive Service to our
Growing Community that Exceeds Expectations at a Fair Value

KEEP MOUNTAIN HOUSE BEAUTIFUL!

SCHEDULE OF MHCSD EVENTS

It is beginning to warm-up outside, and we’ll be spending more time in our beautiful parks and on the creek trail. Please Board meetings and committee meetings are held in the Michael Forbes McGrew Board Room at the
help keep these areas beautiful by cleaning up after yourself. There are several garbage containers located in every CSD office. For class and event locations please see below.
park. If you are planning a party in one of the parks, be sure to bring extra trash bags and tie your garbage up to set near For additional information on the classes or events please contact Angel Lamb at alamb@sjgov.org.
the trash cans. Helping to keep our parks and town clean is also a great way for students to earn community service
Weight Watchers Community Series
hours. If you or a group would like to organize a Cleanup your Park Day please contact Angel Lamb at alamb@sjgov.org.

Tuesdays in April

SEASONAL WATER CONSERVATION

Sunnier days are here! Soon trees will be blossoming and
your lawn will be growing. The first initial yard clean-up will
include the remaining leaves that may have been missed,
weeds, pruning shrubs and mowing the lawn. It should also
include tree pruning which is best left up to a professional
if your tree stands over 20 feet. This is also a good time
to mulch shrub beds with fresh wood chips or bark. The
application of a 4 inch layer of mulch will help preserve
the moisture content of the soil and provide nutrients to
the plants. The final task is to check every sprinkler head
in the turf and shrubs to ensure they are not damaged or
leaking past the riser. Activate your irrigation clock one
station at a time and while checking each head, also
adjust the direction of the spray so it hits the targeted area.
Once you have completed the irrigation inspection you
must now decide whether to schedule watering. In most
cases, the need to water is not necessary until about two

INTERAC TIVE
WAT E R F O U N TA I N
The interactive water fountain
at Central Park is scheduled
to begin on April 1st.
The times will be as follows:

April 1 – Memorial Day
Noon to 5 p.m. Daily

Memorial Day – Labor Day
10a.m. to 7 p.m. Daily

Labor Day – October 31
Noon to 5 p.m. Daily

November 1 – March 31

Fountain is off for the winter
season.

weeks after the last rain. If the weather stays cool and we
experience precipitation once per week, you may get away
with keeping your irrigation off until May. The best way to
check the need for irrigation is to take a shovel and insert
the shovel in about 4 inches into the turf or shrub bed and
pull back to check the moisture content. For those of you
that have subsurface irrigation, it is very important you do
not insert the shovel too deeply, just enough to get a good
sample of the soil. The other method you can use is to
simply watch the condition of the turf and when it takes on
a smoky look or loses its luster, it might be time to give it a
few minutes of water. Fall and spring are the most critical
periods for saving water. It is most typical that people turn
on irrigation too early in the spring or leave it on too long
in the fall. Remember, half of all water consumption during
the warmer months is irrigation.

5:30pm - 6:30pm

@ Firehouse

Youth Action Committee Clean-Up Campaign
Saturday, April 8, 2017

11am - 2pm

Bethany Village - meet at Bethany Elementary MPR at 11am
For more information please contact Director Tingle at btingle@sjgov.org

Youth Action Committee Meeting
Tuesday, April 11, 2017

7:00 pm

For more information please contact Director Tingle at btingle@sjgov.org

Assemblyperson Susan Eggman’s Office Hours
Wednesday, April 12, 2017

10:00-11:00am

@ CSD Board Room

MHCSD Board of Directors Meeting
Wednesday, April 12, 2017

7:00pm

@ CSD Board Room

Annual Mountain House Blood Drive
Wednesday, April 19, 2017

2pm - 7pm

@ Firehouse
For more info or to be a donor please email Angel Lamb at: alamb@sjgov.org

COMMUNITY ACTIVITIES & EVENTS

If your group has an activity open to the community in Mountain Houseplease send that information
to Angel Lamb no later than the 10th of the month to be included in the newsletter.

Family Fit MH Club

Mondays, Wednesdays & Fridays

6:00a & 9:00a • Saturdays: 8:00am

@ Wicklund Park. Contact Jaime Montenegro at sscjaime@yahoo.com

Mountain House Baby Boot Camp
Tuesdays & Thursdays

9:00am – 10:00am

Questa Park
For more info contact Tracee Gonzalez at trace.gonzalez@babybootcamp.com

Mountain House Invitational
Saturday, April 1, 2017
@ MHHS Gym.

MHHS VAPA Boosters Meeting
Wednesday, April 12, 2017

7:00pm

@ MHHS Room A152

Rotary Club of Mountain House
Friday, April 28, 2017

9:00a – 10:00a

@ Firehouse. Contact Christina Oh at ohchristinaoh@gmail.com

PARK RESERVATIONS

Make and pay for your park and activity reservations online. You
are able to reserve spaces in any of Mountain House’s parks or
classes that are offered, online with a credit card.
Just visit MountainHouseCSD.org and click on the blue “Park
Reservations” button select the park and the area or the class
you want to reserve. Your receipt and permit will be emailed to
you once we have received your insurance policy.
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situations and are deeply afraid to ask for help for reasons of safety or
shame. Children caught in this type of environment are at risk. They
deserve the foundations of security and love, and I work to provide asCrown Key Realty, a leading Realtor in the sistance in fundraising and community outreach,” she explained. “Please
area, welcomes the addition of new Realtor, contact me if you would consider assisting with the financial support of
Cyndi Manry, to their team 2017. Cyndi’s Chest of Hope!”
focus is on Residential real estate sales and A little about her personal life, Cyndi provided the low-down. “I am
purchases, working with buyers and sellers married to my amazing husband Paul. I am Mom to Daniel (20), Morgan
in Mountain House, Tracy and Lathrop. (17), Emma (14), Ellie (6) and Paige (5).”

“I am new to real estate, specifically, but
my experience in the kitchen & bath industry is what helped set the path for me to
Realtor Cyndi Manry
get my license,” Cyndi explained. “I have
project managed kitchen and bath remodels and new builds, ensuring
excellent client service with material sourcing, scheduling, budgeting,
and guidance,” she added. “These factors bridge into this industry because it is really all about knowing the market and proactively guiding
my clients through the process.”

Outside of work, Cyndi clearly lives life. “We love to hike and camp! It
helps reset my inner compass and provides a quiet balance to our active
lives. Our youngest kids are obsessed with our orange tent and have
actually been known to beg us to go camping.

“We have traveled to many National Parks,” she added. “My two favorites
are Glacier and our nearby Yosemite. A goal that my husband and I are
inspired to soon accomplish would be to summit Mt.Rainier. I know it
would be the experience of a lifetime and I'm up for it!”

New Crown Key Realtor, Cyndi Manry, may be reached at: 415-319-3400,
Cyndi further explained how her experience enables her to be able to
or cyndi@cyndimanry.com. Realtor/CalBRE #02012381.
provide a unique perspective, viewing the true potential of properties. She
is trained to see beyond aesthetics such as paint, inadequate lighting, or Kiwanis Working to Establish MH Club
outdated cabinets, and get to the root of bringing out the best in a home.
Kiwanis, one of the longest running international service organizations,
Prior to joining Crown Key, Cyndi had the good fortune of beginning to is working to establish their brand here in Mountain House. Led by the
meet many members of the Mountain House community in her previous efforts of past Assistant District Governor, Tony Montalbo, the organiposition, working at Elite Training Academy here in Mountain House, zation is focused on building on its already well-established Key Club
as their Sales Advisor.
at Mountain House High School.
“Fitness, nutrition and natural health are so important to me. ETA was “In addition to the main club, Kiwanis offers club levels for children
one of my favorite places to ever have worked,” she states with her from first grade on up to college,” Maltalbo explained. Right now, we
infectious smile. “I was so empowered by the energy of such positive, are working to establish a main club that will work largely with local
strong mindsets!”
kids to better serve the community.
Cyndi, and her husband, Paul, moved to California from Seattle, settling With 37 years experience in Kiwanis under his belt, Tony Montalbo,
in with their new home in Mountain House. “I am originally from and his wife, Dianne, fully understand the value of building leadership
Atlanta,” she shared.
quailities in our youth, and beyond.
In addition to breaking ground on her new Real Estate career, Cindy is We have an introductory information meeting scheduled at the MH Firealso currently serving on the Board at Chest of Hope as the Vice President house Community Room Wednesday, April 26th from 6:30pm-7:30pm.
of Marketing. Chest of Hope is a foundation in Tracy assisting families We invite all interested parties to come learn more, and see how Kiwanis
affected by domestic violence. “My draw to work with this local not- may be the perfect fit for your family. Call 209-601-8256 for more.
for-profit was the undeniable fact that neighboring families are in crisis

Private & Affordable
In-Home Care

Do you or family members need assistance?
3 Elderly Companion Care
3 Respite Care Relief
3 Light Housekeeping
3 Appointment Transportation
3 Meal Preparation
3 Medication Management
Mountain House Resident
For more information call:

Cynthia

(831) 419-2712

Club Now Forming in Mountain House

Serving the Children of the Community w/Kids’ Clubs from 1st Grade through College
Kiwanis Sponsors the Key Club at MH High School - now with 177 members

H Information Meeting - Wednesday, April 26, 2017 H
6:30 pm - 7:30 pm • Membership Discussion @ the MH Fire House Community Room
Call Tony or Dianne Montalbo (37 year member)

209-601-8256 or 209-830-8806 • www.kiwanis.org
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Mountain House Housing Market Moving into “Full Swing”
By Susan Goulding

Spring is here and the Mountain House housing market is going into full swing. While the
adjacent charts show through February, I can
tell you that between 2/1/2017 - 3/10/2017
there were 15 homes listed for sale in Mountain
House. The price range is between $358,000
(for a 1450 Square foot condo) to $699,000 for
a 4082 square foot singe family home. These
prices do not reﬂect new home sale in the For
Sale category.
The average dollar per square foot for the past
5 weeks is $214.52, with smaller homes having
a higher per square foot price than large homes.

Also noted that the average time a home has
been for sale 19 currently at days. There is one
Short sale property for sale in Mountain House
at this time. Pending properties for the past 5
weeks stands at 29.

Homes in Mountain House are selling, with
the average price per square foot house for

About the Author

Susan Goulding, is
the owner/broker of
Crown Key Realty,
Inc. Crown Key Realty, Inc is a boutique
real estate office with
5 agents who currently work in the Mountain House area.
Susan has been a licensed Realtor for 11
years, and has owned
Crown Key Realty, Inc for the past 6 years. Crown Key
Realty, Inc specializes in residential home sales, purchases
and property management. She also serves as the current
Secretary/Treasurer of the BNI MH Power Partners group
in town.
Susan believes that questions should be answered free of
charge. Susan has the heart of the teacher that shows when
helping others navigate the real estate market.
She may be reached at: 209-914-5573 or susan
@susangoulding.com.

pending homes at $209.48, with prices between
$388,000 - $567,005.

Sold properties stand at 15 homes in the past 5
weeks. Pricing is from $330,000 (the smallest
condo in square footage) to $508,234. Sold
homes were on the market an average of 29
days.

Number of Homes For Sale vs. Sold vs. Pended (Dec. 2015 - Feb. 2017)

Of the 15 homes that sold it is interesting to note
that: five (5) sold at less than 4% below list price;
six (6) were over list price by more than 1%;
and the other five (5) properties sold at list
price.
Two (2) of the SOLD properties were new
construction, with one of the new construction
properties selling at $10K less than the listed
price.

As we head further into spring, expect to see
more homes for sale. Given the strong market
we are currently in, coupled with low interest
rates, I don’t expect to see much change in the
days on market.
If you are looking to buy a home in Mountain
House, you may have more choices in the
next few weeks, but you will also have more
competition as buyers tend to start looking to
purchase in the spring.

All reports are published February 2017, based on data available at the end of January 2017, except for the today stats. All reports presented are based on data supplied by the MetroList MLS. The MetroList MLS does not guarantee or is not
in anyway responsible for its accuracy. Data maintained by the MetroList MLS may not reflect all real estate activities in the market. Information is deemed reliable but not guaranteed.
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Measure L Construction
Work Progresses
Things are taking shape around
Mountain House High School.
Projects that stem from funds
made available through the
passing of Measure L last June
are well under way. From the
Aquatic Center adjacent to the
football field, to the Visual &

Performing Arts Theater, the
Tennis Courts to the Library/
Learning Commons, crews
are working even through the
weekend to stay on track with
time lines.

Put Our Team

Intero Real Estate Services
Mountain House Team

to Work for YOU!
Your Mountain House
Residential Realtors
for Over 13 years

Helping You Make The Right Move
Tinarsha Brown ~ Broker
Shelley Puentes ~ Realtor
BRE#01332810

925.230-0960
x 101 Direct

www.InteroDublin.com

tinsarha@interorealestate.com
spuentes@interorealestate.com

The Home of Your Dreams
Is Within Your Reach!

Lic# 878563

Stop By & Visit Our

Huge Showroom!
475 W. Grant Line Rd.
Tracy, CA 95376
one block East of Tracy Blvd.

or

Call For a FREE

In-Home Consultation
Since 1936

www.S pencer F looring A nd P aint .com

835-5537

209-

Stop In Today and Discover
The Spencer Way!
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MHHS VAPA Boosters 2nd Annual Flea Market Fund-Raiser
Holds-off Storm
The second annual Flea Market at MH High
School was held March 18, 2017 under cloudy
skies. The rain stayed away and folks came
out for everything from household trinkets to
electronics, fine handmade rugs and frozen
yogurt.

A benefit to raise money for the MHHS Visual
& Performing Arts Booster Club, the flea
market appears to be earning its place as an
annual event. Who knows, maybe it could
occur even more frequently than that, with
adequate community support.

VAPA President, Sandi
Soriano, and Secretary
Atul Khanna (above)
set a nice tone for the
March 18th Flea.

VALLEY

CHIROPRACTIC

Now accepting New Patients!
Same Day Appointments Available
Walk-Ins Welcome
Now Open Six (6) Days a Week
SPECIALISTS IN:

We are very pleased to
introduce our new

On-Staff
Massage Therapist
Stephanie Tindell, CMT

A therapeutic massage prior
to treatment can make your
chiropractic results even greater

Call for an appointment
3 Prenatal and Pediatric Care 3 Personal Injury
3 Sports Injury
3 Family Care
today!
3 Auto Injury Rehabilitation
3 Rehabilitation
(209)

Tracy

832-9221

Mountain House

(209)

836-3597

438 W. Beverly Place #101

583 Wicklund Crossing Pkwy

www.TracyChiro.com

www.MountainHouseChiropractic.com

Open Mon - Thurs 8-7 • Fri 8-5 & Sat 8-1

Open Mon - Thurs 8-12/3-8 • Fri & Sat 8-2

Most Insurances Accepted

Stephanie Tindell, CMT

(209)

Manteca

825-5610

130 N. Grant Avenue

www.TracyChiro.com

Open Mon - Thurs 8:30-7 • Fri 8:30-2 & Sat 8-1

Affordable Cash Plans Available
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Camp Sew & Sew Fashion Show April 30 MH Dog Club Seeks New Leaders
By Bryan Harrison

Submitted by Judy Ridpath

All final arrangements have been made
for this years Fashion Show and Tea. We
are happy to be having Tracy Nursery and
Gardens hosting our yearly event, they
have a beautiful out door lawn space for
us to enjoy.
April 30, 2017 from 1:30pm - 4pm
29181 Lehman Rd., Tracy, 95304
Sewing students are welcome to model or have
on display the items they have sewn. Many of
the student have given their sewn items as gifts.
Please invite and encourage those to model
your item for you. It’s fun to have others join
in. All items must be washed and pressed
before the event.
Camp students are invited to join in the prep
and cooking of all the goodies for our event.
Sat 1-4 and Sun 10-12 at my home. All items
that your child has made they may model and
or put on display.
This is a time for your child to show all the
creative items they have made and share the
fun information they have learned at Camp
Sew and Sew. Since we are having this event

March 2017

at a public business with lots of room you are
encouraged to invite family and friends. It’s a
great time to invite other that have been interested in this program so they can get a taste of
what it is all about.

The Mountain House Dog Club is looking for
new community members to step up and help
with the continuation of the organization.

Also, very important, let me know as soon as
possible if your child is attending. It takes
planning to organize the ones participating
so I appreciate your speedy response. If your
child will be attending you will receive further
information.

“We NEED volunteers!! Time commitment for
a board position is just a few hours a month,”
she stated.

Some of the parents have inquired about extra
classes so students can finish some items, please
let me know if you are interested as well.

Once again we will be having a 50/50 drawing
to support Mtn House Relay for Life, “guess
how many sewing notion are in the jar”.

Thank you, please let me know if you have
any other questions and I look forward to a fun
event once again is year.
With Warm Regards,

Ms. Judy
650-678-1174 or
CampSewAndSew.com

“The dog club is in danger of losing our
non-profit status if we cannot fill the current
open board positions,” stated current Vice President, Amanda Avila, in a March 12, 2017 email
sent to the membership.

ALL current officer positions are available,
including: President, Vice President, Secretary,
Treasurer and Event Coordinator. “The current
board will continue to assist with the transition
and on future dog park plans,” Amanda added.

Amanda and President Fiona Mayne held an
online video chat meeting that evening. With
short notice their turnout was minimal. However, there was interest by a couple of community
member dog owners in stepping up to help.

The big question everyone asks, of course, is
“what’s happening with the dog park?” The
issue was addressed directly in the dog club

video conference.

“We have been working with Mountain House
Developers to build at least a temporary interim
dog park this Spring,” Fiona stated.

The interim park is planned to be put together in
simple fashion - basically a fence around some
ground cover with a trail leading to it - just so
the community has an official place to take
their pets.

In 2013, the Dog Club, having established
themselves as a 501(c)3 non-profit organization
the year before, led the community in a contest
to win money to build a dog park. The contest,
sponsored and produced by PetSafe, required
intense involvement from the community at
large. Mountain House won a small town prize
of $25,000, narrowly missing the big prize of
$100,000.
The Mountain House CSD was on-board with
the project. They authorized $5,000 as well as
a modest piece of land (one of the few they actually had control over) to help the club qualify
for the contest.

The land presented by the CSD, however, is located on Bethany Road, across the other side of
Byron Rd., way on the outskirts of the Mountain
House border at build-out.

Mountain House Developers, LLC stepped-in to
offer to include the new dog park in the downtown plans. Details about use of the prize funds
and/or how much more may need to be raised
had not been determined, or at least released
publicly.
Given the delays the Town Center ultimately experienced with regard to a county-approved plan,
the contest rules deadline of breaking ground by
2016 proved too soon. Fortunately, PetSafe was
gracious enough to allow an extension. So, the
dog club has not lost the prize winnings.
Interested community members should reach out
to the dog club leaders: www.mhdogclub.com

Mountain House Matters! • mhmatters.net
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14th Annual Mountain House Community

Great Egg Hunt Slated for April 15th
The 14th annual Mountain House Community Great Egg Hunt is set
for Saturday, April 15, 2017 at Central Park Fields. The festivities will
begin at noon, so attendees are asked to arrive no later than 11:45 a.m.
25,000 plastic eggs stuffed for the kids will be provided, at no cost to
the community!
“We’re planning to mix it up
a little bit with the hunts, age
groups, and such this year over
past years,” said organizer Shelley Puentes
You may text Shelley at: 510427-5399 if you need more
information. Insurance for this
event is provided by SouthWinds Church, as they do each
year.
Event organizer, Shelley Puentes

Mountain House Dental
Isabela L. Putzlacher, DDS

Experience Less Painful Dentistry
with The Wand! Computerized Anesthesia

209.839.8755

561 Wicklund Crossing (next door to Wicklund's Market)
Now Offering
ent
One Appointm

Crown

ne

CEREC Machi

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Laser Dentistry with Waterlase MD
Gentle and Personalized Treatment
Digital X-rays /Intra Oral Camera
White Fillings, Veneers & Crowns
Teeth Whitening, Sealants
Emergencies Welcome
Nitrous Oxide Available

Mountain House Resident

Thinking about selling?

3 Complimentary Comparative Market Analysis
3 Complimentary Staging Consultation
3 Professional Photo Shoot
3 Professional Color Brochures
3 Proven Marketing Plan

Call Camille first!

(209) 407-2824

Golden Hills Broker, Partner
Over 25 years experience

Find out how you can get top dollar for your home in the shortest amount of time.
Camille Harrison - bringing buyers and sellers together!

(209) 407-2824 or (925) 594-0837

camillerealtor@yahoo.com
goldenhillsbrokers.com • CamilleRealtor.com

CalBRE# 00986382
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Holi - Celebration of Colors - Sparkles at Bethany Park

March 2017

continued from page 3

non-Hindus in many parts of South Asia, as
well as people of other communities outside
Asia. In recent years the festival has spread to
parts of Europe and North America as a spring
celebration of love, frolic, and colors.
The Mountain House Holi celebration is orgnanized by the HSS Mountain House TracyChapter team (Hindu Swayam Sevak Sangh),
and is held annually as an all-inclusive fun time.

complete photo gallery at:
Facebook.com/MountainHouseMatters

The Joy Olivier Insurance Agency, Inc.

Indian Cuisine

430 W. Grantline Rd., Tracy, CA

G
G
G
G

(209) 835-1100

Exceptional Buffet Seven (7) Days a Week
from 11am- 3pm
Delivery to Mountain House
Specialized Catering Services
Banquet Hall available
250 person Capacity

Open
7 days/Week
11am-3pm
4:30pm-10pm

Give us a chance to put a little JOY into your
Insurance Experience

• Home • Auto • Life • Boats • Motorcycles
• Health (Certified Agent on and off the exchange)

50% off second entrée of same or lesser value

Office: (925) 373-6852

Minimum order $40 - mention this ad - exp. 1/31/17

Fax: (925) 369-0329

Anthony Lugo
OH07656

joy@joyolivierinsurance.com
anthony@joyolivierinsurance.com

Agency Lic # OI43589

Joy Olivier Lugo
OF05802

March 2017
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Exceptional Service • Exceptional Dentistry
Proudly Serving the Communities
of Tracy and Mountain House
Thank you for your
continued support!
Sleep Dentistry
CEREC® 1-Day Crowns
1-Day Smile Makeovers
Cosmetic Dentistry
Shailaja Singh, DDS
Singh Dental Center
2750 Naglee Rd.
Tracy, CA 95304

Dental Implants
Orthodontics: Six Month
Smile and Invisalign
Family Dental Care
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Rotary Paint Nite
Fund-Raiser Brings
Smiles All Around
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By Bryan Harrison,
President-Elect, Rotary Club of Mountain House

Paint nites have become all the rage, and with
good reason. Bring together a bunch of folks
for an evening of instruction and relaxing
fun, along with a margarita or two in some
cases, and you’re almost guaranteed to have
a successful event.
Such was the case with the first
of its kind Rotary Paint Nite
March 7, 2017.
Held at El Patio Restaurant,
in Tracy, the event served as
the start of Team Rotary Club
of Mountain House’s first
fund-raising endeavor since
receiving notice of charter
approval.
Rotary’s own Candice Tubera
organized the event and had
planned to serve as the artist
instructor. Unfortunately, Candice was unable to attend at the
last minute. Her “boss”, Julie,
for the Paint Nite crew filled in
beautifully on her behalf.
The sample painting was used
as a guide and all were told to
do with it what you see fit, or
even make something of your
own. Everyone present created
their own version of the road
leading toward a sunset sky.
In the end, net proceeds for the
RFL drive totaled about $400
on the night. Thanks to all
who attended and supported
this event.

IT’S TAX

REFUND
TIME!!
Leverage Your Return!

Your return may be a great way to have a
down payment to purchase your own home!

Qualified borrowers can own,
or refinance
a current mortgage

Your success is our goal.
Your trust is our asset.
Your satisfaction is our reward!
Harshad Bhimani
Realtor ®

CalBRE# 01960659

mobile: 408.616.0488
harshad.bhimani@gmail.com

www.NandHomes.com
www.Facebook.com/NandHomes

A Tradition Of Trust
Mountain House Resident & Area Expert
Rotary
Serving
Humanity

Coldwell Banker and the Coldwell Banker logo are service marks of Coldwell Banker Real Estate, LLC. Coldwell Banker Residential
Brokerage is owned by a subsidiary of NRT, LLC. If you have a broker relationship with another agency, this is not intended as a solicitation.

Call me NOW for details.

Marylou Edwards

Sales Manager
Mountain House Resident
Fil-Am Club Member
Fluent in Tagalog (Philippines)

Integrity.Lending.Experience

(925) 285-5333
Marylou.Edwards@movement.com

www.MarylouEdwards.com
NMLS# 231814 • CalBRE: 01170868 & NMLS: 1825
CA-DOC231814 | Movement Mortgage, LLC supports Equal Housing Opportunity. NMLS ID# 39179 (www.nmlsconsumeraccess.org) | 877-314-1499. Movement Mortgage, LLC is licensed by "CA Department of Business Oversight under the
California Residential Mortgage Lending Act" # 4131054. Interest rates and products are subject to change without notice and may or may not be available at the time of loan commitment or lock-in. Borrowers must qualify at closing for
all benefits. “Movement Mortgage” is a registered trademark of the Movement Mortgage, LLC, a Delaware limited liability company. 8024 Calvin Hall Rd, Indian Land, SC 29707.
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- Services Directory
Find What You Need in and around town right here!

DINING & ENTERTAINMENT GUIDE

REAL ESTATE AGENTS & BROKERS

CENTURY 21 - M&M and ASSOCIATES - Jarnail Singh Lallria		

MH resident • CalBRE #01440382

COLDWELL BANKER - Harshad Bhimani

BYRON INN CAFE - Roberto Rose, Chef/Proprietor

(925) 634-9441

5980 Stoneridge Dr Ste 122, Pleasanton, CA 94588 • CalBRE #01960659

M&J BISTRO - Jason Rucker

(209) 832-2727

1126 El Portal, Tracy, CA 95376 • CalBRE #01490605

MAZAA KABOB HOUSE - Haroon Hamid

(209) 830-4402

CalBRE #00986382

MOUNTAIN HOUSE BAR & GRILL - Josie Alvarez

(925) 634-9441

632 W. 11th Street Suite 215, Tracy, CA 95376 • CalBRE #01247457

16141 Byron Hwy, Byron, CA • Breakfast & lunch 7 days/wk • Fri & Sat Dinner Service
2503 Tracy Blvd @ Grantline Rd. • A Taste of San Francisco - Come Treat Yourself!
2794 Naglee Rd. (Home Depot ctr) • Authentic Afghanistan Cuisine • Open Daily
16784 Grantline Rd. • Lunch & Dinner • Wine & Beer - family friendly

CROWN KEY REALTY - Susan Goulding

GOLDEN HILLS BROKERS - Camille Harrison

WORLD TRAVEL - Eder Espinoza

(510) 304-9009

(408) 616-0488

harshad.bhimani@gmail.com

(209) 914-5573

Susan@CrownKeyRealty.com

(209) 407-2824

goldenhillsbrokers.com • CamilleRealtor.com • camillerealtor@yahoo.com

HOME BUYERS REALTY - Ron Cedillo

209-834-2682

ron@HBRteam.com

KELLER WILLIAMS - Angad Bhullar

(209) 336-6331

MOUNTAIN HOUSE REAL ESTATE - Drew Jacobsen

(209) 855-1308

MH resident • CalBRE #01944649

TRAVEL

(408) 728-0795

Jlallria@c21mm.com • www.Jlallria.c21mm.com

angad@kw.com

MH resident • CalBRE #01416016

drew@mhrealestate.com

HEALTH /BEAUTY/ PERSONAL CARE

MH resident • CalBRE #01875675

gevon@gevonpolgar.com

MH resident • CalBRE #01934170

shaheen@homesbypasha.com

SINGH DENTAL CENTER - Shailaja Singh, DDS

WINDOW CLEANING

espinoza.eder@gmail.com

Book Your Next Dream Vacation

DENTAL CARE

(209) 833-0200

www.SinghDentalCenter.com

2750 Naglee Rd., Tracy, CA 95304

EDUCATIONAL INSTRUCTION
CAMP SEW & SEW - Judy Ridpath

Instruction, Custom Sewing & Alterations - Mountain House resident

KAM LEARNING CENTER - Donshea Williams

(650) 678-1174

www.CampSewAndSew.com

(209) 879-9122

www.KamLearningCenter.com

Personal Tutoring • Summer Workshops - Mountain House resident

IN-HOME CARE

PRIVATE & AFFORDABLE IN-HOME CARE - Cynthia White

(831) 419-2712

INSURANCE / RETIREMENT
INSURANCE

JOY OLIVIER INSURANCE AGENCY

(925) 373-6852

joy@joyolivierinsuarnce.com

Auto, Home, Health & Life

PET CARE SERVICES

JACKIE'S PET CARE - Jackie Dekker

(209) 627-8928

Jackiespetcaremh@gmail.com

Dogs, Cats, Horses, Birds & Rodents • Mountain House resident

HOUSE & HOME SERVICES
FLOOR COVERING & PAINTING

SPENCER FLOORING & PAINT - Kipp Skelton

FIVE STAR WINDOW AND GUTTER CLEANING

Window & Gutter Cleaning • Mobile Sun Screens

iMORTGAGE - Amy Costa

2156 W. Grantline Rd., Ste 100, Tracy, CA 95377

MOVEMENT MORTGAGE - Marylou Edwards

Mountain House resident

NOTARY PUBLIC SERVICES

Mobile Notary-Document Signing Services - Mountain House resident

(209) 597-8890
(925) 528-9093

209-450-2756

www.fivestar-windows.com

MARKETING/ADVERTISING SERVICES

PUBLICATIONS

MOUNTAIN HOUSE MATTERS! - Bryan Harrison

(209) 597-8157

bryan@mhmatters.net

A Little Note of Thanks to All Our Advertisers.
This little paper would not happen if not for you all!

MHHS VAPA Boosters 2017 Schedule

The Mountain House High School Visual and Performing Arts (VAPA) Boosters Club is pleased
to present their schedule of events for the rest of the school year. Stay tuned for updates or
contact VAPA directly at: mhvapaboosters@gmail.com for more info and/or to get involved!

April 2017
(209) 835-5537

www.SpencerFlooringAndPaint.com

MORTGAGE BROKERS

Krugman Notary - Sandra M. Krugman

REeBROKER GROUP - Shaheen Pasha

Mailing: 2455 Naglee Rd. #263, Tracy, CA 95304 - Mountain House resident

Elderly Companion Care, Meal Prep, Respite Care Relief & more

See our showroom at 475 W. Grant Line Rd., Tracy, CA 95377

POLGAR GROUP - Gevon Polgar

(209) 229-4121

amy.costa@imortgage.com

(925) 285-5333

marylou@marylouedwards.com

cell (360) 292-3735

sandi2015@comcast.net

April 1, 2017: Mountain House Invitational at MHHS Gym. mhvapaboosters@gmail.com
April 12, 2017: MHHS VAPA Boosters Meeting at 7pm, MHHS A152.
mhvapaboosters@gmail.com

May 2017

May 10, 2017: MHHS VAPA Boosters Meeting at 7pm, MHHS A152.
mhvapaboosters@gmail.com

Like us on Facebook

Join our Text Message Reminder System, text @mustangbnd to 81010
Sandi Soriano, President, Anne Goodrich, Vice President,
Atul Khanna, Secretary, Emilie Taylor, Treasurer
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Looking to expand your sphere of
influences?

To have your local group added to this list, please email your information to info@mhmatters.net, or call 209-597-8157

Collectively, we have many choices
of clubs, groups and organizations
for your consideration.

LOCAL GOVERNMENT & CIVIC RESOURCES
MH Community Services District: www.MHCSD.com - 230 S. Sterling Drive, Suite 100
MH Sheriff Services: Emergency - 911 • Non-Emergency - (209) 468-4400
MH Fire Services: Emergency - 911 • Non-Emergency - (209) 407-2990
MH Master Restrictions Enforcement - (209) 831-5606, or chathorn@sjgov.org
or report online: http://com2.govtsystems.com/rpmtnhouse/public/default.asp
MH Library: www.ssjcpl.org/locations/county/mhouse.html - 250 Main Street

COMMUNITY GROUPS & CLUBS

Mountain House Matters: www.MHMatters.net - 209-597-8157
MH Online Forum: www.MHvillages.com
MH Wiki: http://wiki.mhvillages.com/
MH Facebook Group: facebook.com/groups/MountainHouse
San Joaquin County Animal Services: (209) 953-6070
MH Welcome Center: 955 Prosperity Street @ Mustang Way - (209) 221-6317

ICAN of the Delta Valley: search ICAN of the Delta Valley on Facebook
MH Asian-American Association: www.mhaaa.com
MH Autism Awareness: search Mountain House Autism Awareness on Facebook
MH Auto Club: www.facebook.com/groups/mhautoclub

MH Little League: www.mountainhouselittleleague.org
MH Matters Facebook Page: www.facebook.com/MountainHouseMatters
MH Mothers Club: www.MHmothersclub.com
MH Musicians' Network: www.Facebook.com - type: "Mountain House Musicians Network"

MH BNI Power Partners: search Mountain House Business Networking group on Facebook
MH Local Businesses: www.MHLocalBiz.com, www.facebook.com/
					 MountainHouseLocalBusiness
MH Beaver Group: www.facebook.com/groups/MHBeavers
MH Cancer Support Group: search "Mountain House Cancer Support Group" on Facebook
MH Cooks Club: www.facebook.com/groups/MHCooks/
MH Dog Club: www.MHdogclub.com
MH Feral Cat Rescue: www.MountainHouseCats.com - 209-597-8150
MH Filipino-American Society: www.facebook.com/groups/MHFILAMS
MH Flag Football, Inc.: www.mhflagfootball.com (including: MH Tennis, Youth Cheer, Golf Club, & Kite Run)
MH Freecycle: http://groups.yahoo.com/group/Mtnhousefreecycle/
MH Game Club: Search Mountain House Game Club on Facebook
MH Gardeners Facebook Group: Search Mountain House Gardeners on FB
MH Home Schoolers: facebook.com/groups/mhhomeschoolers
MH Kindness Club: contact Hari Kattana: hkattana@yahoo.com
MH La Leche League: www.lllnorcal.org/groups/LivermoreCA.html
MH Ladies' Upscale Resell Boutique: facebook.com/groups/1530309337208413/
MH LGBT (Lesbian, Gay, Bi-sexual, & Transgender) Group: facebook.com/groups/mhlgbt

MH Poker Club: www.mhpoker.com
MH Running Club: www.MHrunners.com
MH Seniors Group: www.Facebook.com - type: "Mountain House Seniors"
MH Soccer/West Coast Soccer Club: http://westcoastsoccerclub.com
MH Sports, Inc.: www.mh-sports.org - "Jr. Mustangs" Football, Cheer, Basketball, Track 'n Field
MH Villages Forum: www.MHVillages.com
MH Virtual Garage Sale: www.facebook.com/groups/MHvirtualgaragesale
MH Wine Club: www.MountainHouseWineClub.com
MH Walking Club: www.facebook.com/groups/MHWalkingClub
Macaroni Kid - Mountain House: www.MountainHouse.MacaroniKid.com
Neighborhood Watch: search MH Neighborhood Watch on Facebook
Tracy Rotary Satellite Club @ Mountain House: search Rotary Mountain House on Facebook
Tracy Talks Community page for Tracy & MH: www.facebook.com/OfficialTracyTalks

To List your local group, please email your information to bryan@mhmatters.net, or call 209-597-8157
Deadline for the February issue is March 31, 2017

Mountain House Matters! is brought to you courtesy of your Mountain House neighbors at Association News Network, Inc., a small and locally-owned publishing firm. Published monthly as a free service to the Mountain House
community, with a commitment and dedication to keeping the community abreast of what’s happening here in town.
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Climate Change and Global Warming- NASA Asks For Help In Naming
Our World in Danger’s Hands
Seven Newly Discovered Planets

By Rajvee Patel
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By Sukhjanvir Grewal

Imagine that you’re sitting in front of your TV
and you’re about to bite into a delicious slice of
pizza. All of a sudden, you hear a loud cracking
sound outside and you run over to see what’s
going on. You step outside and, woah, there’s a
sudden warm breeze. The ground beneath you
starts to shake and crack - you hear a low grumble. After about the most terrifying 2 minutes
of your life, everything stops. You had just experienced a massive, devastating earthquake and a
heatwave at the same time. Of course, neither of
these things have happened, but they soon could.
If the world isn’t careful enough, we could have
a mixture of natural disasters coming our way in
the next few years. If we’re a little more careful,
maybe in the next few centuries. Either way,
these dangerous events are inevitable, and are
going to happen one day. Why? Well, climate
change and global warming of course!

We’ve all heard about climate change, also referred to as “global warming” through different
sources. While many of them have different
perspectives and information on this topic,
climate change IS real and global warming IS
happening. Still, many readers are left confused.
Why and how are these environmental changes
occurring? What can people do to prevent these
situations? These are great questions, and I’d
like to start off by addressing the first one.
According to NASA’s climate kids, global warming is happening because of the greenhouse gas
effect, which is caused by increasing levels of
carbon dioxide and other pollutants. Gases that
are produced by burning fossil fuels (such as oil
& coal), factories, dumps, coal-burning power
stations, etc. cause CO2 to be released into the
atmosphere. CO2 traps the sun’s heat in our

planet’s lower
atmosphere,
causing Earth
to become
warmer and
warmer.

As more CO2
is released,
due to man-made activities, more and more
heat gets trapped.

Other gases that also contribute to the greenhouse effect would include water vapor (H2O),
nitrous oxide (N2O), and methane (CH4). This
is what’s causing climate change and global
warming to occur.

While reading the answers to these questions,
a silent fear might have started to form inside
you. You might have asked, “What can people
do to prevent climate change and global warming? What can I do to help?” Well, the answer
is simple - reduce greenhouse gas pollution
and reduce your carbon footprint. According
to climatechange.gc.ca, using transportation
wisely, conserving water, and planting trees are
a few great ways to prevent climate change, and
reduce global warming.

If we save energy, use transportation in an environment-friendly way, conserve water, plant
trees, and convince others to do so as well, we
can shift the direction of climate change, and
possibly prevent global warming from happening. The question becomes how committed are
we to helping planet Earth and future generations
by preventing these environmental changes?
Or do we want to continue to use & waste our
resources and put Earth in the hands of danger?
It’s up to us all.
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The hashtag, #7NamesFor7NewPlanets, was
trending on social media the other day when
NASA asked for the public’s help in naming the
seven new planets that were discovered. Some
people were suggesting naming them after the
Seven Dwarfs.
CBS2’s reporter, Jessica Layton, went on to
investigate the story. During a visit to the museum in Newark, New Jersey, Kevin Conod,
Newark Museum planetarium manager, told
Ms. Layton that the unnamed planets are light
years away from the Earth.

“With current technology, it would take
159,000 years to get there.” said Conod. At
about 40 light-years (235 trillion miles) from
Earth, the system of planets is relatively close to
Earth, in the constellation Aquarius. Since they
are located outside of our solar system, these
planets are scientifically known as exoplanets,
NASA states.
“This discovery could be a significant piece
in the puzzle of finding habitable environments, places that are conducive to life,” said
Thomas Zurbuchen, associate administrator
of the agency’s Science Mission Directorate
in Washington. “Answering the question ‘are
we alone’ is a top science priority and finding
so many planets like these for the first time in
the habitable zone is a remarkable step forward
toward that goal.”

The discovery sets a new record for greatest
number of habitable-zone planets found around
a single star outside our solar system. All of
these seven planets could have liquid water –
the answer to life as we know it – under the right
atmospheric conditions, but the chances are
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highest with the
three in what’s
known as “the
habitable zone”.

P e r s o n a l l y, I
think that the
science world is
doing marvelous
and remarkable
things! The scientific community has made a fascinating new discovery which
has a possibility of helping our planet.

We already know how many light years away
these exoplanets are, but at what speed will we
need to travel at to even try and have a chance to
get there? If NASA and many other scientists
even get close to figuring this out, we are one
huge step closer to having waht could be viewed
as a possible new home!

Think about it, if these planets are habitable,
like NASA is stating, that means there is a
possibility of there being life on those exoplanets as well!

NASA has plenty more information on this
particular article. They have already started
looking into each separate planet and scanning
zones out.
So, come on down, do your part and tweet
NASA, using the hashtag: #7NamesForSevenNewPlanets. Tweet them any name you
think fits.

To find out more visit NASA’s website: www.
Nasa.gov or go to the Google search and type
in: 7 New Exoplanets.

YAC On a Mission!

The Mountain House Youth Action Committee is doing a Village Clean-up on Saturday,
April 8th, from 11am to about 2pm. This first
in what they hope to continue as a series of
endeavors, will serve the Bethany Village.
The YAC group will gater at the Bethany
School Multi-Purpose Room at 11:00am
and begin their mission of cleaning up trash
and debris throughout the greater Bethany
Village areas.
YAC is a committee overseen by the MH
Community Services District Board. Committee Chair is Director Bernice King-Tingle
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Annexation Sought Rousing QSF Auction
ISO
Rating
of
3
Save The Date
for the 2017
Reported as 10 by MH Investors, LLC Hits The Mark
Mountain House

RELAY FOR LIFE
Main Event!

Last month, Mountain House Fire Chief Fred
Manding reported to the CSD Board that the
town’s ISO insurance rating improved from a
score of four (4) to three (3) - (one being best).
A nice accomplishment by the department that
could potentially save residents some money
on homeowners’ insurance.
However, it has come to the attention of Mountain House Matters - by way of Farmers Agent,
Anthony Lugo - that somehow the number for
Mountain House has been showing up as ten
(10) when agents go to renew or underwrite
a home.

Saturday
June 24, 2017
Central Park
Concert Bowl

“This error could cost homeowners literally
thousands of dollars on their insurance if not
caught,” Lugo said.

Anthony followed up shortly after alerting the
paper to this potential fiasco, saying that he had
learned that the problem was being corrected.
However, the correct reporting may take awhile
to get in the system.

Bottom line, if your home-owner’s policy is
up for renewal and the numbers skyrocket, call
your agent and make sure they fix it.

continued from page 5

“We have put almost $50 million dollars into
the ground here in Mountain House,” Kamilos
stated. “We extended the utilities underground
from what is now Mustang Way along Central
Parkway all the way down to supply the college.
We built the roadway for Central Parkway south
of Grant Line (to the college). Partnered with
CalPERS on the water tower near the college.
That was about a $14 million project. We also
put in the west side pump station, that was
another couple of million dollars. And, we
bought capacity into the water treatment plant,
that was about another $13 million,” he said.
“You have to start with the backbone infrastructure and build up from there, Kamilos added.”

Director Manny Moreno thanked the CSD staff,
as well, and stated to his colleagues that “if we
don’t do this now we don’t have a chance for
the future.” He then made a detailed motion
to adopt the resolutions, as presented. Director
Tingle seconded, and the board voted in favor
unanimously.

MH Golf Club Gets Set to Tee-off
Seventh Season
2017 will be our 7th full season. We hold monthly tournaments from March to October/November
of each year at various courses around Mountain House.
First tournament of the year is on Sunday March 26, 2017 @ Lone Tree Golf Club
The start time is 830 am. Entry fee is $61
Deadline to sign up is Sunday March 12, 2017
To register, please

The 2017 Questa School Foundation Auction
& Dinner was a festive affair. Held once again
under the big top tent raised just for the event at
Questa Park, more than 100 supporters turned
out (see photo spread next page). more than
$12,000 net was raised on the night.

QSF Team

President: Michael Montag
email: president@mhqsf.org
Vice President: Mandy Courneya
email: vicepresident@mhqsf.org
Treasurer: Kate Muhl
email: treasurer@mhqsf.org
Secretary: Valera Storey
email: secretary@mhqsf.org
Marketing: Mellissa Thorsen
email: marketing@mhqsf.org
Volunteer Coordinator: Lucy Guzman
email: volunteer@mhqsf.org
Parliamentarian: Tristen Jones
email: parliamentarian@mhqsf.org
Teacher Representative: Staci Levine,
Kindergarten
email: s.levine@sjcoe.net
Auctioneer: Chris Thorsen

16784 Grant Line Rd.

925-447-0365
www.MountainHouseBar.com

Your Family-Friendly Pub

OPEN 7 DAYS

Host Your Event @ MH Bar & Grill

1) Email me (andy@mhflagfootball.com) first and then submit the fee (payable to MHFF) to

• BBQ Tri-tip • Chicken • Burgers
Links & Pizza – All New Menu!
• Taco Thursdays - Dollar Tacos & more!

MHFF, 92 Sean Ave, Mountain House CA 95391
or via PayPal (pay registration@mhflagfootball.com)

2) Do I need to sign a waiver? Registration for any of our tournaments is an acknowledgement

that you have read and agree to abide by the MH Golf Club Accidental Waiver and Release of
Liability (below).

2017 Golf Club Tournament Schedule

1 March 26 at Lone Tree Golf Club, Antioch (830 am shotgun start)
2 April 23 at Castle Oaks Golf Club, Ione (830 am shotgun start)
3 May 21 at Diablo Grande Golf Club, Patterson (830 am shotgun start)
4 Jun 25 at Delta View Golf Club, Pittsburgh (800 am shotgun start)
5 July 30 at Manteca Golf Club, Manteca (800 am shotgun start)
6 Aug 27 at Deer Ridge Golf Club, Brentwood (800 am shotgun start)
7 Sep 24 at Micke Grove Golf Club, Lodi (830 am shotgun start)
8 Nov 11 at Rancho Solano, Fairfield (1000 am regular start) AND Nov 12 at Paradise Valley,
Fairfield (10 am regular start)*
*Must play both tournaments to get points.

Famous BBQ Tri-Tip
Sandwich & Chips
ON

$6.

LY

99

must present coupon • expires 4/30/17

Spring 1/2 Price
BOGO Special!
Buy Any Menu Item
Purchase a Second of the same
or lesser value at half-price!

must present coupon • expires 4/30/17

www.Facebook.com/MountainHouseBar
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QSF Auction
Photo Highlights

Learn more about the Questa School Foundation at: www.mhqsf.org
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MHHS Girls Softball Makes History with First-Ever Win

Submitted by Theresa Johnson, with info from Coach Veronica Starr and Coach Michael Leach

The Mountain House Girls’ Softball team
made history March 16, 2017 with a 23-3
victory over Modesto Christian. The win was
the first ever in the brief history of the school.
Last year the team did not win any games.
They were 0 -20 with 402 runs scored against
and we scored a total of 24 runs all season.

The Mustangs came into the March 16th game
0-5 on this young season, as well, although
they had already well-surpassed their run
total from the previous season. The team
has now accumulated 76 runs scored as of
the victory game.
Getting that first win-ever in the school’s
history was a huge step. “Last year we had
the first homerun in the schools history, including baseball. We ended with 7 total for
last year's season.

Elizabeth Johnson #7 at the plate

Izzy Starr #42 swings for a hit

“This year the girls’ squad already has a total
of 11 dingers, including three (3) from the
historic winning game.”
http://www.maxpreps.com/high-s chools/
m o u n t a i n - h o u s e - m u s t a n g s - ( m o u ntain-house,ca)/softball/ home.htm

The team can be followed on the instagram
account they set up to document their season
and progress. https://www.instagram.com/
mhhs _mustang_softball/?hl=en

The coaching staff is working to be able
to secure an outfield fence for the MHHS
Softball field. “We are the only team in our
league that does not have a (home run) fence,”
they stated.
“Title IX” dictates that schools are required
to offer female and male students equal opportunities to play sports; treat female and
male athletes equally in all respects, including
offering equitable equipment, facilities, and
coaching.
This victory will surely help that cause.

A young team with lots of promise, MaxPreps.com shows the following roster:
E. Ortega (Fr)
K. Uyehara (Fr)
E. Johnson (Fr)
K. Ramos (Fr)
L. Caliouette (Fr)
T. Maldonado (Fr)
V. Nguyen (Fr)
T. Burgueno (Jr)
K. Trinh (Jr)
A. Leslie-Fitzpatrick (So)
R. Jiminez (Fr) 			
I. Starr (So)
C. Kulak (Fr)

March 2017
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MH Little League Celebrates10th Season Opening Day
Submitted by Trevor Main, MHLL President • Photos by Jinsook Cho Thomas Photography
Aerial photo by RIchie Wynne.

The 10th annual Mountain House Little League Opening Day
celebration was held at Central Park Field Saturday, March 4,
2017. With festivities under beautiful skies, the players, parents
and families were treated to a fun time, celebrating the game of
baseball.

Our special guests were Stomper from the A's, Lou Seal from the
Giants and The 501st Golden Gate Garrison.
The National Anthem was played by resident guitarist, John Reed.
Flag display provided by Mountain House Fire Department.

Our first triple pitch was done by Lou Seal who pitched to Brody
Puryear, Stomper who pitched to Nolan Lehew and Daryl Main
who pitched to his Grandson Austin Main.

It was a fun day had by all. Our 50/70 team also went on to beat
Livermore 10-3 in their first game of the season.
Thanks to Jinsook Cho Thomas for the photos, and the amazing
aerial photo, taken by Richie Wynne.
PLAY BALL!
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24Mountain House Matters
House Community Events Calendar
March 2017
Sunday

Monday

12

All dates and events subject to change.
Check with your respective groups to verify

Tuesday

13

To submit your community-oriented event for
consideration on the Mountain House Matters
monthly calendar, please email event info, date,
time, and location to: info@mhmatters.net

19

20

Every Tuesday

Music Together Class

Wednesday

14

Firehouse 9:30a-10:15a & 10:30a-11:15a

Thursday

15
LUSD Board of Trustees Meeting

LUSD Building: 111 S. De Anza Blvd. 7:00pm

Weight Watchers Community Series MHCSD BOD - Incorporation Wkshp
Firehouse 5:30-6:30pm

21

CSD Bldg: 230 S. Sterling Dr. - 6pm

22

Friday

16

Saturday

17

March 2017

18

Taco Thursday

5-8pm -MH Bar & Grill - All ages Weekly

23

24

Every Saturday
Suzuki Early Childhood Class

25

Firehouse 9:00a-10:00a

26

Caltrans work on I-205 3/19 thru Youth Action Committee Meeting
CSD Bldg: 230 S. Sterling Dr. 7pm
3/24. See page 6 for details.

27

Rotary Meeting

Taco Thursday

5-8pm -MH Bar & Grill - All ages Weekly

28

29

30

MH Fire Station
9-10am all welcome

MH Wine Club

7:00pm - sign-up at MHWineClub.com

31

Looking Ahead:
Happy Easter

27
May 18 & June

April 2017

Taco Thursday

April 16

CSD Budget Workshops

1

3

4

5

5-8pm -MH Bar & Grill - All ages Weekly

6

7

Kiwanis Info Meeting

Youth Action Committee
Bethany Village Clean-up

8

11am-2pm - Bethany School MPR

April 26

Annual Bike Rodeo
May 6

9
Happy Mothers
Day
May 6

LUSD Board of Trustees Meeting

LUSD Building: 111 S. De Anza Blvd. 7:00pm

10

11

Taco Thursday

5-8pm -MH Bar & Grill - All ages Weekly

12

13

14

15

Kite Run & Kite Fest
June 3

MHCSD Board of Directors Meeting
CSD Bldg: 230 S. Sterling Dr. 7pm

Taco Thursday

5-8pm -MH Bar & Grill - All ages Weekly

14th Annual Great Egg Hunt

Central Park - 11:45am - see page 15

